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Water wars 


How big agriculture and bad politics are killing 
the San Francisco Bay-Delta estuary. By Rebecca Bowe P n 



EDITOR'S NOTES 

By Tim Redmond 

tredmond@sfbg.com 

The governor of California loves to 
talk about the state “living within its 
means.” That, of course, means cut¬ 
ting education funding, closing state 
parks, stealing money from cities, wip¬ 
ing out hundreds of social programs, 
and never, ever, raising any taxes. 

He has a different line on water. 

The state’s economy is in a severe 
downturn, but California itself is far 
from broke. This is still a wealthy 
state. Between the big businesses and 
the rich individuals, there’s actually 
plenty of money in the overall econ¬ 
omy to pay for schools and colleges 
and parks and health care. Defining 
our “means” as a level of spending 
that’s possible without raising taxes 
is a purely political decision that has 
nothing to do with economic real¬ 
ity. In fact, the California economy 
would be a lot better off today if Gov. 
Schwarzenegger hadn’t cut the vehi¬ 
cle license fee the day he took office. 
(Remember: public-sector jobs are 
just as legitimate a source of employ¬ 
ment as private-sector jobs, and gov¬ 
ernment spending is an excellent way 
to stimulate private growth.) 

Freshwater, on the other hand, 
really is a finite resource. There’s 
only a certain amount of rain that 
falls on the state every year, only a 
certain amount of snowpack that 
melts in the spring, only a limited 
amount that can be stored in reser¬ 
voirs. You can’t raise new water the 
way you can raise new revenue; even 
building new dams just takes water 
that would have gone downstream 
and holds it for another purpose. 

The state’s freshwater has to meet 
a lot of demands. Farmers rely on it to 
irrigate crops — some of them crazy, 
unsustainable crops — in what is 
naturally a dry Serengeti. Giant cities 
and suburbs in the southern part of 
the state rely on it to fill swimming 
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THE SAVINGS ARE... 


THE_ 

UST 

LA30R DAY 
SAVINGS EVENT 

9/4 THRU 9/7 

STARTS 9AM FRIDAY: 
MASSIVE EARLY 31RD 
D00R3USTER DEALS! 


IT’S GUITAR CENTER’S LABOR DAY LIST SAVINGS EVENT! 

Starting at 9am Friday, get your hands on The LIST, a 
top-secret document packed with massive savings on 

open box gear, closeouts, used gear, manager’s 
specials and much more! Many items are tagged below 
our cost! There’s even special event financing. On 
Friday get incredible door-buster deals and early bird 
specials, plus every store will be giving away one 
iPod touch. Remember, the good stuff always goes first! 

GUITAR CENTER’S LABOR DAY LIST SAVINGS EVENT 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH 
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OUR BEST DEALS ON 
BLACKBERRY; EVER! 

BUY ANY BLACKBERRY, GET ONE FREE. 



BlackBerry Pearl™ Flip 


OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER! 


NOW s 39” 

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

$139.99 2-yr. price-$100 
mail-in rebate debit card. 


BlackBerry Tour™ 


OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER! 


NOW *149” 

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

$249.99 2-yr. price-$100 
mail-in rebate debit card. 


OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER! 


BlackBerry Curve™ 

NOW s 49" 

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

$149.99 2-yr. price-$100 
mail-in rebate debit card. 


BlackBerry Storm™ 


NOW s 49" 


BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

$149.99 2-yr. price-$100 
mail-in rebate debit card. 


Free phone must be of equal or lesser value. All smartphones require 
a voice plan with email feature, or email plan. While supplies last. 


BLACKBERRY RUNS BETTER ON AMERICA'S LARGEST, MOST RELIABLE 3G NETWORK. 


Call 1.800.2JOIN.IN Click verizonwireless.com Visit any Communications Store 

to shop or find a store near you 


Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts). 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line, up to 40C/min. after allowance & add'l charges apply for data sent or received. Offers & coverage, varying by svc., not available 
everywhere. Network details & coverage maps at vzw.com. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks. & exp. in 12 mos. All company names, trademarks, logos and copyrights not the property of Verizon Wireless are the property of their respective 
owners. In CA: Sales tax based on full retail price of phone. © 2009 Verizon Wireless. 93063 
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FUNdraiser for San Francisco Bike Coalition & Bay Area Ridge Trail Council 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN EDITORIALS 


9.2.09 


Before Chief Gascon starts talking amnesty 
and clearing minor cases, he needs to 
demonstrate that he’s going to take a hard 

line on the serious cases. 


THIS MtllRU WtILI 


ONCE UPON A TIME, THE CITIZENS 
OF A VERY LARGE NATION BEGAN 
TO TURN INTO MONSTERS. 



IT HAPPENED SLOWLY, OVER THE 
COURSE OF EIGHT YEARS OR So... 
AND AT FIRST, THEY DIDN'T EVEN 
REALIZE IT HAD HAPPENED AT 

ALL ... 


WATERBOARDING ISN'T TORTURE 
IT'S MORE, LIKE A HARMLESS 
FRATERNITY PRANK l 


AS IS SHACKLING PRIS¬ 
ONERS TO THE CEILING 
FOR DAYS ON END UN¬ 
TIL THEIR FEET SWELL 
UP TO TWICE THEIR 
NORMAL SIZE. 1 



by TOM TOMORROW 


BUT AT LEAST SOME OF THEM BE¬ 
GAN TO NOTICE THAT THEY WERE 
AVOIDING MIRRORS.,. AND THAT 
THEIR NEW PRESIDENT ENCOUR¬ 
AGED THIS AVOIDANCE... 


NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO LOOK 
BACKWARDS—AT WHAT WE ARE 1 . 
NOW IS THE TIME TO LOOK FOR¬ 
WARDS—AT WHAT WE WISH WE 
WERE/ 


AS TIME WENT BY, THE EVIDENCE 
OF THEIR MONSTROSITY BECOME 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO IGNORE. 


—AND APPARENTLY MORE THAN 
A HUNDRED DETAINEES DIED IN 
CUSTODY...MANY UNDER EXTREMELY 
QUESTIONABLE CIRCUMSTANCES... 



THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 
VERY LARGE NATION BEGAN TO 
SUGGEST THAT CITIZENS SHOULD 
AT LEAST TAKE A QUICK LOOK 
AT THEMSELVES. 


YOU DON'T HAVE TO LOOK IN A 
FULL-LENGTH MIRROR OR ANY¬ 
THING/ 

IS 


IT TOOK SOME TIME...BUT ULTIMATELY, 
THE CITIZENS OF THE VERY LARGE 
NATION DID COME TO TERMS WITH 
WHAT THEY HAD BECOME... 


'"U.IT" 


JUST A 8RI6F SIDEWAYS SQUINT 

AT A REFLECTING POOL'. 

m 




Rhetoric and reform at SFPD 


EDITOR'S NOTES 

CONT» 

pools and water lawns. Most of the 
38 million people who live in this 
state rely on precipitation runoff for 
their drinking water. 

And if too much water from 
Northern California gets diverted 
before it reaches the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta, then the complex, 
fragile ecosystem of the delta and the 
bay gets badly, maybe irreparably, 
damaged. And that has wide-reach¬ 
ing consequences (including the col¬ 
lapse of fisheries worth $250 million 
a year). 

And yet, as Rebecca Bowe points 
out in this week’s cover story, the 
governor refuses to live within our 
hydrologic means. 

It’s insane what’s been happen¬ 
ing with the state’s water. Every year 
the Department of Water Resources 
offers to sell more water than the 
state actually has. In the severe 
drought of the early 1990s, water 
diversions from the delta were at 
record levels. In the current drought, 
diversions remain high. And that, 
the numbers suggest, is directly 
affecting fishing stocks. At this rate, 
there won’t be any salmon left in 
the delta in a few years. And that’s 
before the full impacts of global 
warming (and the likely decline in 
freshwater) play out. 

Schwarzenegger’s solution: build 
more dams and a new canal to take 
more fresh water away from the delta. 

The state Legislature is wrestling 
with a new water policy, and five 
bills are making the rounds. Some 
areas are getting desperate and try¬ 
ing what not long ago were consid¬ 
ered nutty ideas — Marin County, 
for example, now wants to build a 
desalination plant, an expensive and 
energy-intensive way to get freshwa¬ 
ter from the bay. 

What nobody seems to want to 
say is that California, particularly 
the big agricultural operations in 
the Central Valley, simply wastes 
too much water. The conservatives 
in the state capitol don’t believe in 
conservation. 

Any serious Legislative plan has 
to start with a few fundamental facts. 
Freshwater flowing into the delta and 
out through the bay is not a wasted 
resource; the delta needs a lot more 
water than it’s currently getting to 
survive as an ecosystem. If that means 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 6 » 


EDITORIAL We’re glad to see 
San Francisco’s new police chief, 
George Gascon, is talking about 
reform. He’s talking about open¬ 
ing up the mediaphobic culture at 
the SFPD, bringing in new blood 
at the management level, shifting 
schedules so more experienced cops 
are available at night (when most 
crime takes place). He wants to 
focus the discipline process on the 
most serious departmental offenders 
— the handful of officers who are 
responsible for the majority of the 
misconduct problems. 

Those are, generally, good 
signs. If he’s serious about changing 
the moribund, sometimes corrupt, 
and generally toxic climate in the 
department, though, he’ll need 
more than promises. Over the next 
few months, he needs to take action 
on a few key fronts. 

• Send a clear message about 
discipline. The weakest link in 
San Francisco’s civilian oversight 
system has traditionally been the 
police chief. The Office of Citizen 
Complaints has its problems, and 
some valid cases get dismissed, but 


overall, the agency investigates and 
recommends disciplinary action in 
most of the serious abuse cases. But 
the former chief, Heather Fong, 
repeatedly declined to impose cred¬ 
ible discipline, either dismissing or 
ignoring the OCC’s findings. One 
single officer, Jesse Serna, has so far 
cost the city $580,000 in legal set¬ 
tlements stemming from improper 
conduct — but he’s still on the force. 

Yes, the OCC has a huge 
backlog, and some of the cases 
the agency presents may be weak. 
Gascon has proposed dismissing 
about 75 cases now before the Police 
Commission — mostly, he says, 
minor offenses like failing to file a 
proper police report. But the cases 
that have gone before the com¬ 
mission typically aren’t minor — 
offenses that could result in as much 
as a 10-day suspension are resolved 
by the chief. The commission gets 
cases that are more serious — or 
that the chief refuses to act on. 

Before Gascon starts talking 
amnesty and clearing minor cases, he 
needs to demonstrate that he’s going 
to take a hard line on the serious 


cases. He claims that “a very small 
group” in the department has a his¬ 
tory that’s “irredeemable.” Once he’s 
helped the commission fire those 
officers — and sent a clear message 
that abuse won’t be tolerated — he’ll 
have the credibility to talk about dis¬ 
missing less-serious cases. 

• Don’t be afraid of the POA. 

There are some good, honest, experi¬ 
enced, qualified officers in the man¬ 
agement and command ranks — but 
there are also people who hold pow¬ 
erful positions because of their union 
and political connections. And frank¬ 
ly, the Police Officers Association has 
been a major obstacle to reform. The 
POA doesn’t run the department, 
shouldn’t get to chose managers, and 
needs to be informed by the chief that 
the needs of the current (sometimes 
abusive) union leadership are not 
going to drive department policy. 

• Take a public stand against 
secrecy. Under Chief Fong, the 
San Francisco Police Department 
seemed terrified of sunshine. The 
media relations department acted 
as if releasing any information to 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 6 » 


SEND YOUR LETTERS TO: 
135 MISSISSIPPI ST. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107 
LETTERS@SFBG.COM 


LETTERS 

THE STRANGER SIDE 
OF WRESTLING 

It was strange, maybe even incred¬ 
ibly strange to see a cover article 
touting pro wrestling’s past and 
present stronghold in the Bay 
Area (“Inside the squared circle” 
8/12/09) that didn’t contain a single 
mention of Incredibly Strange 
Wrestling. ISW ran from 1995 
until about the mid-2000s and was 
the first promotion to run alterna¬ 
tive wrestling shows that played 
with the politics of mainstream 
wrestling in both the Fillmore and 
the DNA Lounge. We also had 
GLBT baby faces (good guys) and 
grown men wrestling in chicken 
suits long before Lucha VaVoom 
brought its L.A.-based show to our 
old stomping grounds. 

Count Dante, a.k.a. Bob Calhoun 
former Incredibly Strange Wrestling 
ring announcer and performer 

INSANITY AND DEATH 
Incredibly Strange Wrestling 
was groundbreaking in many 
ways. Where would wrestling be 
today without the famous feud 
between El Homo Loco and the 
The Cruiser? That feud ragged 
unabated for years while both men 
spilled blood, sweat, and other 
bodily fluids in the ring for our 
amusement. The feud between Kid 
Anarchy and the Missionary Man 
led to one of them being commit¬ 
ted to an insane asylum for almost 
10 years (I am feeling much better 
now thanks for asking), and the 
other being legally declared dead 
four times! 

Thomas Strange 

(a.k.a. The Missionary Man) 

TONY PAPANIKOLAS 
RESPONDS: 

I actually went to a couple of ISW 
shows back in the day and had a 
pretty enjoyable time. With this 
article, I was trying to frame Fog 
City Wrestling as part of a narra¬ 
tive of more ...traditionally (?) pre¬ 
sented wrestling, so I chose the old 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 6 » 
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Claude Sidi, dmd 


DENTAL CLEANING 
EXAM AND X-RAYS 


• 4 Bite Wing X-Rays 

• Teeth Cleaning 

• Complete Exam 

• Free Toothbrush 


$ 69 * 


With this coupon. 
New Patients Only. 
Expires 09/16/2009 
Reg. $209. 


450 Sutter, Suite 1810 



IlhiSF Hi Hi lib: Hi:::: 

. s/w\s :n-nr::.,-iafyip 




was created to celebrate the artistic 
potential of disposable video: short films 
made on non-professional devices like 
one-time use video cameras ( ), mobile 

phones ( |), point and shoot cameras 
( HI ), webcams ( fl ), and other readily 
available video capture devices ( H )■ 

Submit now www.disposablefilmfest.com 


EDITOR'S NOTES 

CONT» 


the big water districts have to tell 
their clients to cut back on water use 
— using proven conservation meth¬ 
ods and possibly switching to less 
water-intensive crops — then that’s 
a reality were going to have to live 
with. And more dams, canals, and 
pumping projects will just shift the 
problems from one part of the state to 
another. 

California can survive on the water 
it has — if we stop the insanity, sfbg 






3260 26th St • San Francisco ^ ft 5- 2439 

(Btwn Folsom & So. Von Ness) • Open M-F 7-5:30 visit US at WWW.bwfServicecenter.com 

^^|^^| 1B^1|^^| |[~checks1 | ATM I ONE DAY SERVICE ON JVIOST CARS1 

SOMETIMES ADDITIONAL PARTS & LABOR MAY BE NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE JOB PROPERLY. COST MAY BE SUBSTANTIAL 


FOR THIRD 

STRAIGHT YEAR BY SF WEEKLY READERS! 


SATURN 

TOYOTA 


®ACURA 

NISSAN 


VOLVO 

I ISUZU I 


0®© 


Jeep 


DODGE 


SAAB 


SUGGESTED FACTORY MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE 


7,500 MILE SERVICE 

SUGGESTED INTERVALS- 7,500/ 22,000/ 
37,500/ 52,000/ 97,500/ 112,500/ 127,500 
MILES 

+ Typically includes the following services: 

•Change Engine Oil & Filter 
(with Pennzoil up to 5 quarts) 

• Check & Top Off All Fluids 

• Lubricate Chassis (if applicable) 

• Check Air Filter 

• Inspect Front & Rear Brakes 

• Inspect Belts 

• Inspect Hoses 

• Set Proper Tire Air Pressure 

• Rotate Tires 

• Inspect CV Boots & Drive Axles 

• Inspect Wiper Blades 

• Road Test 


Starting As Low As 


15,000 MILE SERVICE 

SUGGESTED INTERVALS- 1 5,000/ 45,000/ 75,000 
105,000/ 135,000 MILES 

+ Typically includes the following services: 


•Replace Engine Oil & 

Filter (with Pennzoil 5 
quarts) 

• Check & Top Off All 
Fluids 

• Lubricate Chassis 
(if applicable) 

• Replace Air Filter 

• Replace Spark Plugs* 

• Adjust Idle Speed 
(if applicable) 

• Inspect Front & 

Rear Brakes 

• Clean & Adjust Rear 
Brakes (if applicable) 

• Inspect Brake Lines 
& Hoses 

• Adjust Parking Brake 
(if needed) 

• Inspect Belts 

• Inspect Hoses Startin g As Low As 


•Set Proper Tire 
Air Pressure 

• Rotate Tires 

• Service Battery 
•Check Engine Timing 

(if applicable) 

• Inspect CV Boots & 
Drive Axles 

• Inspect Suspensions 

• Inspect Steering 
System 

• Lubricate Hinges, 

Locks & Latches 

• Inspect Exhaust System 

•Check Exterior Lights 

• Inspect Wiper Blades 

• Road Test Vehicle 


•Replace Brake Fluid 
•Replace Coolant 
•Replace Axle Fluid 
(if applicable) 

• Check and Adjust Engine 
Timing (if applicable) 

•Check & Adjust Belts 
(if needed) 

• Pressure Test Cooling 
System 

• Inspect Hoses & Clamps 
•Inspect Heating & 

Cooling System 
•Service Battery & 
Connections 

• Test Charging System 

• Set Proper lire Air 
Pressure 

• Rotate Tires 

• Adjust Steering Gear Box 


*Vans, Mid Engines, 6 & 8 Cylinder Engines aand 4X4's EXTRA. Platinum Plugs, Synthetic Oil, Limited Slip and Valve adjustments additional cost + Price and Service listings shown are for 
typical 4 cylinder American & Import cars and light trucks. Your vehicle price and service may vary depending on manufacturer's recommendations. With Ad. Expires 10/14/09 SFBG 

SERVICES SUGGESTED IN THIS SCHEDULE HAVE BEEN DETERMINED BY THE MANUFACTURER'S GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS AND 
OUR YEARS OF AUTOMOTIVE EXPERIENCE. THIS MENU MEETS OR EXCEEDS THE MINIMUN SERVICE REQUIRMENTS PUBLISHED IN YOUR OWNERS 
MANUAL. FOR 2000 AND UP MODELS THE SERVICE REQUIREMENTS AND COST MAY VARY, PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS. 


30,000 MILE SERVICE 

SUGGESTED INTERVALS- 30,000/ 60,000/ 90,000 
120,000 MILES 

+ Typically includes the following services: 

• Replace Engine Oil & 

Filter(with Pennzoil up 


to 5 quarts) 

• Lubricate Chassis 
(if applicable) 

• Replace Air Filter 
•Replace Spark Plugs* 

• Adjust Idle Speed 
(if applicable) 

• Replace Transmission 

Cl. 


(if applicable) 

• Inspect Front & Rear 
Brakes 

• Clean & Adjust Rear 
Brakes (if applicable) 

• Adjust Parking Brake 
(if needed) 

• Inspect Calipers, Rotors 
& Drums 

• Inspect Brake Lines 
& Hoses 

• Check & Adjust Clutch 
(if applicable) 

• Lubricate Hinges, 

Locks & Latches 

• Check Fuel System Filters 

• Inspect C.V. Boots & 
Drive Axles 

• Inspect Exhaust System 

• Inspect Steering System 

• Inspect & Lubricate 
Suspension 

• Check Exterior Lights 

• Inspect Wiper Blades 

• Road Test Vehicle 


Starting As Low As 


OIL, LUBE & FILTER 


BRAKE SPECIAL 

STARTING AS LOW AS 


INCLUDES: 

■ Change Engine Oil & Filter 

(with Pennzoil 5x30, 10x30 or 20w50-up to 5 quarts) 

■ Lube Chassis (if applicable) • Check All Fluid Levels 
• Check Tire Pressure • Inspect Wiper Blades 
Includes Waste Disposal * Most Cars and Light Trucks 
Synthetic oil, cartridge type filters and some models slightly 
higher. Plus Tax. 


With this ad. 
Expires 10/14/09 SFBG 


INCLUDES: 

• Installing new top quality pads* or shoes • Apply anti-squeak treatment on pads 

• Inspect rotors and drums • Inspect master cylinder, wheel cylinder, hoses and calipers 

• Repack wheel bearings (if applicable) • Top off brake fluid 

• Adjust parking brake (if needed) • Tire rotation upon request 
*semi-metallic pads extra. Machining rotors or drums extra 
Price for your vehicle may vary. Call for details. 


FREE BRAKE 
INSPECTION 


With this ad. 
Expires 10/14/09 SFBG 


CLUTCH SPECIAL 

STARTING AS LOW AS 



WARRANTY: 


*1 YEAR 


12,000 Miles 


ON LABOR 


2 YEARS 


20,000 Miles 


ON PARTS 

*Price shown is for 


FRONT WHEEL DRIVE INCLUDED 


INCLUDES 

• New pressure plate 

• New dutch disk 

• New throw-out 
bearing 

• New pilot bearing 
(if applicable) 

• Adjust linkage or 
cable 

• Drain and refill 
transmission with 

_ _ _ new fluid 

• l-spect Hydraulic 

car or light truck. 


System (if applicable) 

• Inspect front axles 
& driveshaft 

• Inspect output shaft 
seals 

• Inspect rear main 
seal 

• Road test 

• Lifetime adjustments 


With this ad. 
Expires 10/14/09 SFBG 


INCLUDES: 

• Installing new GATES 
timing belt 

• Inspect accessory belts 

• Check & adjust timing 
(if applicable) 

• Inspect water pump 

• Inspect camshaft seals 

• Inspect crankshaft seals 

• Inspect tensioners 
& idlers 

• Road Test 


TIMING BELTS 

STARTING AS LOW AS 


Why You Need To Replace The 
Timing Belt 

Most manufacturers recommend replac¬ 
ing every 60, OOO miles or six years, if the 
timing belt breaks it could cause serious 
engine damage. 

*Price shown is for typical four cylinder American & Import car 
or light truck. Price for your vehicle may vary. Call for details. 
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With this ad. 
Expires 10/14/09 SFBG 


September Bachelor 
Partq Special 


#OTTB5T 


FEATURING 
LIVE EROTIC 
DANCERS 

FREE 

AECOHOE! 

FRI & SAT, 10 PM 

CALL FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
llOO/PERSON 


b 


^i- 859 . 7 o5T 

A l£RMAIDSCRUFS t ' C /^ 


Ml BachelDr Parties 15 or more 
persons receiue a SO % discount. 

Good onln in the month of September. 



FLOWERS 

WE LOVE OUR 
CUSTOMERS! 


212 Church St. SF 
415.553.7762 
churchstreetflowers.com 


SFPD 

C0NT» 


the media was a terrifying prospect. 
Officers and detectives were told to 
avoid talking to reporters. And the 
cops — who, for reasons we still 
don’t understand, have the author¬ 
ity to unilaterally decide who quali¬ 
fies for a police press pass — use 
the most narrow interpretation and 
keep bloggers, small publications, 
and nontraditional media out of the 
information loop. 

Gascon has done the right 
thing by bringing in outside help 
and vowing to expand his defini¬ 
tion of news media. But given the 
stifling climate of secrecy in the 
department, he needs to do more. 
Directing his staff to cooperate 
with the press (through a public 
general order) would be a big step. 
Announcing that all police reports 
(unless they involve a confidential 
source or situation) will be posted 
on the Web would go even further. 

Chief Gascon has the chance to 
completely turn around a dysfunc¬ 
tional department. But small steps 
aren’t going to do it. sfbg 


LETTERS 

C0NT» 


Big Time Wrestling as the foil. But 
you’re right: FCW does incorporate 
some burlesque-y/counter-culture 
elements that could have been 
linked to your fed. 

The Guardian welcomes letters commenting on 
our coverage or other topics of local interest. 
Letters should be brief (we reserve the right to 
edit them for length) and signed. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification. 

Corrections and clarifications: The Guardian 
tries to report news fairly and accurately. You 
are invited to complain to us when you think we 
have fallen short of that objective. Complaints 
should be directed to Paula Connelly, the 
assistant to the publisher. We’d prefer them in 
writing, but Connelly can also be reached by 
phone at (415) 255-3100. If we have published 
a misstatement, we will endeavor to correct 
it quickly and in an appropriate place in the 
newspaper. If you remain dissatisfied, we invite 
you to contact the Minnesota News Council, 
an impartial organization that hears and con¬ 
siders complaints against news media. It can 
be reached at 12 South Sixth St., Suite 1122, 
Minneapolis MN 55402; (612) 341-9357; fax 
(612)341-9358. 
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Acupuncturist - 

A person skilled at restoring the body's natural flow 

We are accepting applications for TCM programs, 

• Classical Traditional Chinese Medicine (MS Degree) 

• Tui Na Massage Therapy Certificate Program 

• Taiji and Qi Gong Drop-in Courses 

We offer: 

• An accredited MS Degree in Traditional Chinese Medicine 

• Outstanding, experienced faculty from China and the U.S. 

• Classical roots and modern applications of TCM 

• Full-time or part-time classes 

• English and Chinese language tracks 

• Federal Financial Assistance 

Tour the facility and sample our TCM courses! 

Academy of Chinese Culture and Health Sciences 
1601 Clay Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 
510-763-7787 
Clinic: 510-763-1299 
www.acchs.edu 
info@acchs.edu 




MICHAAN’S 

Auctions 


Auctioneers & Appraisers 



Estate Auction 

Featuring 19th Century Works 


Auction: Preview: 

September 6, Noon September 4-6 

To learn more about this auction or to view our online 
catalog visit our website at www.michaans.com or call 
510-740-0220. Find us on Facebook! 

1. Signed Richard Avedon poster of 1958 Marilyn Monroe as 
Clara Bow, 28 x 20 inches. Estimate: $500 / 700 

2. Russian Niello 84 Standard Silver Cigarette Box, Moscow, 
Estimate: $800 / 1,200 

3. Sigi, Obsidian, Sterling Silver Abstract Fish Brooch, 

Estimate: $350 / 450 

4. Japanese Satsuma Ceramic Vase, Meiji Period, 

Estimate: $200 / 400 

2751 Todd Street,Alameda, California, 94501 

Bond #70044066 


VALENCIA 

CYCLERY 

sells more bikes than any 
other S.F. Dealer... 
there must be a reason! 

SELECTION, PRICE, SERVICE! 



Largest Selection 
of City Commuter Bikes! 


‘09 7.2FX Hybrid 
Reg. $450 Now only $39995! 

For fitness and fun, this bike is a bargain! 


Thanks Bay Guardian 
Readers for choosing us! 
“Best Bike Shop” 2009 
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VALENCIA CYCLERY 

1065 & 1077 Valencia, SF (Bet. 21st & 22nd St.) • SF 

CLOSED LABOR DAY: MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH 

415-550-6600 • Mon-Sat 10-6, Thurtil 7pm, Sun 11-5 

www.valenciacyclery.com 
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Word on the street 

Street Sheet celebrates its 20th 
anniversary of helping the homeless and 
raising their issues 


The Street Sheet offers homeless people a voice — and a way to make a legitimate buck. 

GUARDIAN PHOTO BY CHARLES RUSSO 


get to her. “You learn a lot when you 


By Wendi Jonassen 

news@sfbg. com 

You see them everywhere. When 
you’re getting off Muni, when you’re 
crossing the street, in the corner 
of your eye: Street Sheets for sale. 
Behind every Street Sheet is a home¬ 
less person trying to legitimately 
make a buck and provide a voice for 
these frequently-ignored people and 
issues. 

This month Street Sheet cel¬ 
ebrates its 20th anniversary as the 
nation’s oldest, continuously operat¬ 
ing street newspaper. Street Sheet 
is a newspaper focused solely on 
homelessness, poverty, and afford¬ 
able housing issues and is distributed 
by homeless or formerly homeless 
vendors for a $1 donation. 

The vendors keep the profits as 
a small source of income and, ide¬ 
ally, as a stepping-stone toward a a 
better life. Street Sheet , a project of 
the San Francisco-based Coalition 
on Homelessness, currently prints 
16,000 copies twice a month with 
more than 200 vendors. 

Lydia Ely, Street Sheet's editor for 
its first 10 years, believes that one 
of the paper’s strengths is the con¬ 
sistency of its mission. Bob Offer- 
Westort, the current coordinating 
editor, breaks down the mission into 
three objectives. The first is to pro¬ 
vide supplemental income, in a dig¬ 
nified manner, to homeless men and 


women. Offer-Westort understands 
that this income is not a solution to 
homelessnees, but merely a stopgap 
measure. 

Debbie, a vendor who has been 
selling the newspaper a couple times a 
week for eight years, uses the roughly 
$30 per day she earns to “make ends 
meet, pay for laundry and shampoo, 
or to go to the food bank.” 

The second mission, Offer- 
Westort says, is to “inform the 
broader public on issues that don’t 
make it into mainstream media.” 
Even when homelessness, poverty, 
or housing issues seep into the news, 
they often are skewed, misinter¬ 
preted, or presented with a tone of 
judgment. 

Andy Freeze, director of 
North American Street Newspaper 
Association, says street newspapers 
are “changing conversations around 
homelessness. Not everything 
revolves around drugs and alcohol,” 
and street newspapers are bring the 
real issues of life on the streets to the 
forefront of discussion. 

Despite pressure over the years 
to include positive stories for tour¬ 
ists, morality tales, horoscopes, and 
crosswords, Ely says Street Sheet con¬ 
tinues to address serious news. 

Last, Offer-Westort says, Street 
Sheet “creates a forum where an 
oppressed people get their voices 
heard.” As of 2007, San Francisco’s 
official homeless count was 6,514; 


and in such a geographically small 
city, it is a community that is alter¬ 
nately ignored and vilified. 

Even respectable vendors like 
Debby experience people who don’t 
understand Street Sheet. Debby says 
some people will “spit at you and 
call you names. They tell you to 
get a job.” The irony in this is that 
the people yelling vulgarities at the 
vendors are the people in need of the 
education Street Sheet provides. 

What those people don’t under¬ 
stand is that homelessness is not 
a choice and is not always drug or 
alcohol-related. In this economic cri¬ 
sis, Debby believes that a lot of the 
people who yell vulgarities “are just 
a paycheck away from being on the 
streets themselves.” 

But she doesn’t let the negativity 


are on the other side of the fence. 

I have learned a lot about myself.” 
Debby has an established spot to sell 
Street Sheet , a selling strategy, and 
has developed friendships with some 
of her regulars. 

Offer-Westort, the coordinating 
editor for the past four years, says his 
role in the newspaper is not typical 
of editors in that he doesn’t write. 
Most of the stories are produced by 
homeless people. The Coalition on 
Homelessness includes three work 
groups — Civil Rights, Families and 
Immigration, and Right to a Roof 
— that work with volunteers and 
homeless or formerly homeless peo¬ 
ple to determine the content of each 
issue. Offer-Westort coordinates and 
“checks for spelling.” 


Much of what goes into print in 
street newspapers is “high quality 
journalism that is being recognized 
in their communities and nationally,” 
according to Freeze. And while the 
mission of the paper hasn’t changed 
in 20 years, the material, as Ely 
says, has gotten better because of 
increased awareness and circulation. 

When asked where Offer- 
Westort wants to see the paper in 
20 years, he said he’d like to see it 
“going out of business because home¬ 
lessness has ended.” sfbg 

Join Street Sheet t anniversary 
celebration Sept. 10 at 5:30p.m. at 
SomArts Gallery , 934 Brannan , SF. 
Admission is $25 and includes food , 
drink , and entertainment. For more 
details visit www.cohsf.org/artauction. 




Mobile Delivery Service 
( 415 ] 424-8754 

WE DELIVER TO HOME OR OFFICE 
Clinic Hours 10PM to 7PM 

21112th St. (Cross St. Howard St.) 

$10 OIF 

1/Oths and up 

For registration info call: ( 415 ] 861-1000 t 
email:emnialp’sccc@]fahoo.com ^ 

Only individuals with legally recognized medical cannabis identification cards or verifiable written recommendations 
from a physician for medical cannabis may obtain cannabis from medical cannabis dispensaries. 




femina 


★‘PLASTICS' 

BY MIDORI 
VISUAL ART 

Sept 5-Oct 1 

OPENING RECEPTION 
Sept IS <P7:30 

♦‘OPEN EYES’ 

EXPLORING THE 

Queer Music video 

SEPT4^8PM 
COUWTfVEY TROUBLE 
Hilary coloberb 
brvmn gelbahd 
JusrtN kelly * Dara sklah 

* 1 floggino Salon' 
Sept 2 @8pm 

Cleo dubois, Eve Minak & 


8 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | SEPTEMBER 2 - 8, 2009 

















Even respectable vendors like Debby experience 
people who don’t understand Street Sheet. 


ALERTS 


By Paula Connelly 

alerts@sfbg.com 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2 

Nonviolent Communication 

Improve your relationships with 
this workshop featuring dem¬ 
onstrations on how to use the 
language and compassionate 
consciousness of nonviolent com¬ 
munication in your personal and 
professional interactions. 

7 p.m., $5-$35 sliding scale 
City College of San Francisco, 
Downtown Campus 
88 Fourth Street, Room 320, SF 
(510) 433-0700 

Out of Balance 

View Tom Jackson’s new film on 
the impact that ExxonMobile has 
had on climate change by fund¬ 
ing propaganda campaigns to 
discredit emerging facts about 
global warming and by influencing 
government decisions through 
intensive lobbying. Discussion to 
follow. 

7:30 p.m., $5 donation 
Flumanist Flail 
390 27th St., Oak. 

(510) 681-8699 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 3 

Climate Change Action Training 

Attend this four- session series 
where you’ll team up with a small 
group of Bay Area residents to 
calculate your carbon footprint, 
create a plan to reduce your car¬ 
bon footprint, and discuss ways 
you can help make substantive 
changes in your community. 

6 p.m.; free, $10 for optional 
workbook 
Ecology Center 
2530 San Pablo, Berk. 

(510) 548-2220 

Healthcare Panel Discussion 

Hear a panel discussion where 
experts clarify what problems we 
are trying to solve with health¬ 
care reform, how a public plan 
can work, what proposals are 
on the table now, and what we 
can do about it at this talk titled 
“What’s Washington Doing About 
Healthcare?”. The talk is spon¬ 
sored by the League of Women 
Voters and the Voice of Midlife 
and Older Women (OWL). 

6 p.m., free 

Koret Auditorium, SF Public 
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Library, 

100 Larkin, SF 
(415) 989-8683 

FRIDAY, SEPT . 4 

Long Haul Court Date 

Attend the first court hear¬ 
ing on Long Haul’s court case 
against the FBI and UC Berkeley 
police in response to a police 
raid of the Long Haul commu¬ 
nity center in Berkeley, claiming 
the raid violated the first and 
fourth amendment (freedom of 
assembly/speech and freedom 
from unreasonable searches and 
seizures), as well as the Privacy 
Protection Act. 

9 a.m., free 

U.S. District Court 

Courtroom 11,19th floor 


450 Golden Gate, SF 
info@thelonghaul.org 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 6 

Freedom from Training Wheels 

Join the San Francisco Bike 
Coalition’s effort to get kids riding 
without training wheels at this 
month’s Sunday Streets carfree 
route on the Great Highway. Bring 
a bike, helmet, and a snack to 
share. 

11 a.m., free 

Sunday Streets Great Highway 
Great Highway at Taraval 
(415) 431-BIKE 

TUESDAY, SE PT. 8 

Rally for Grant and Polk 

In preparation for a Sept. 11 court 


date for the murder of Oscar 
Grant, get together with members 
of the community to mobilize 
against police brutality. Family 
members of Oscar Grant, who was 
shot by BART police New Years 
Day, and Brownie Polk, who was 
killed by an Oakland police officer 
Aug. 1, will be there. 

7 p.m., donations accepted 
Revolution Books 
2425 Channing Way, Berk.(510) 
848-1196 sfbg 

Mail items for Alerts to the 
Guardian Building, 135 Mississippi 
St., SF, CA 94107; fax to (415) 
255-8762; or e-mail alerts@sfbg. 
com. Please include a contact 
telephone number. Items must be 
received at least one week prior 
to the publication date. 


SFBG • COM 

HAT ONLINE 

COMPLETE EVENTS, ALERTS, ART, AND MUSIC LISTINGS, HOTLIST, 
COMMENTS, AND SO MUCH MORE! 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: WWW.TWITTER.COM/SFBG 



NOISE 

Outside Lands pics and reviews, 
Wallpaper gets soul wasted, 
more parties and shows 


PIXEL VISION 

Giant Mexican carrot juice, 
secret Vietnamese brunch, 
jalapeno spaghetti, Street Threads 



SEX SF 

More on the Art of Restraint, 
hot sex events, book reviews, 
alt.sex column 


POLITICS 

Bike injunction news, 
Prison Report, SF8 update, 
immigration reform push 



CHROME ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY 


At the Chrome SF Store on 4th Street @ Brannan chromesf.com 
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THE MISSION 

VISIT THE HEART AND SOL OF SAN FRANCISCO 


COO PE R ATIVE GALLERY 


City Art Cooperative Gallery has been artist owned and artist operated since 1998: artists pool 
their time, skills, and energy to share their art with the world. This unique Mission institution 
exhibits a wide range of media, all from local artists: from painting to photography, sculpture 
to jewelry. The gallery’s price range is accessible to new art lovers as well as seasoned 
collectors. The exhibit changes each month, so there is always new work to see. Eighty 
percent of every sale at City Art goes directly back to the artists, so when you buy from City 
Art you are truly and directly supporting local art, local creativity, and local community. 


828 Valencia St., bet. 19th + 20th I 415.970.9900 I cityartgallery.org 
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BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19 th 
415.824.1800 

SATELLITE i WEIRD FISH 

WEIRD FISH KITCHEN ISOPEN 
TUE-FRI6-1OPM, SAT 2-10PM 


MON DAY-FRIDAY 4-2AM 
SATURDAY-SUNDAY 2-2AM 

HAPPY HOUR ^ 4-7 MON-FRI 

WHISKEY WED ^ PBR&SH0T$5 
EVERY MON. ICHI SUSHI 6-9PM 


! CITY 

ART 

1 COOPERATIVE GALLERY 


BEST OF THE BAY 

2007 SF Bay Guardian and SF Weekly 


$HOW. 

LOCAL A fcr 
BY LOCAL 
A LT/fTT 

open: WED - SUN, noon to 9pm 


828 Valencia St., bet. 19™ + 20™ 
415.970.9900 | cityartgallery.org 



Bring in this coupon 20 minutes before class to registei 


BIKRAM 

YOGA 


ssm& 

IN THE MISSION 

2390 Mission St., 2nd Floor (Entrance on 20th St.) 
(415) 401-YOGA • www.missionyoga.com 
NOW OFFERING MASSAGE THERAPY 
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MBER 2009 

5 Days of Music: 

LES CLAYPOOL 
C0C0R0SIE 
OS MUTANTES 

YARD DOGS ROAD SHOW 

AMON TOBIN. BASSNECTAR 

FREELAND rand SHPONGLE DJ 

I l\l-l-l_r-VI NL/ KANU . NEW ALBUM SNEAK PREVIEW! 

AND OVER 1 00 MORE! 

Workshops & Presentations: 

ALEX & ALLYSON GREY 


FRITJOF CAPRA. STARHAWK 

NASSIM HARAMEIN. BOB FRISSELL 
DANIEL PINCHBECK. PETER BERG 
AND DOZENS MORE ! 


Art Installations & Atmosphere Design: 

THE DO LAB . SHRINE 

DAN DAS MANN & KAREN CUSOLITO 
SYMBIOTIC CREATIONS & MANY MORE! 

Convergence Dome Art Gallery, featuring: 
MARS-i . OLIVER VERNON . DAVID CHOONG LEE 


Live Performances: 

BAD UNKL SISTA. VAU DE VIRE SOCIETY 
EL CIRCO . LIQUID FIRE MANTRA 
MYTH MAKER . SHAMANIC CHEERLEADERS 
GOOFERMAN . RED NOSE REVUE & MORE! 

Wellness Oasis: HEALERS, CLASSES, 
WORKSHOPS, ART, TEA, & SACRED SPACES 


...AND MUCH MUCH MORE! 

Tickets $ 1 80 Until Aug 31 - Online Or In Stores! 
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NEWS + CULTURE 


By Rebecca Bowe 

rebeccab@sfbg.com 

When arch-conservative Fox News 
host Sean Hannity decided to weigh 
in recently on the contentious — and 
immensely complicated — issue 
of California water policy, here’s 
how he summed it up: “Farmers in 
California are losing their crops, 
their land, and their livelihood — all 
because of a two-inch fish!” 

Television viewers were treated 
to scenes of the Central Valley, 
showing a lush field of crops — fol¬ 
lowed by a dusty, withered almond 
orchard that has been cut off from 
water exports from the Sacramento- 
San Joaquin Delta. A news anchor 
informed viewers that the nation’s 
most productive agricultural lands 
were “threatened by a small, harm¬ 
less-looking minnow called the 
Delta smelt.” 

Because a federal judge ordered 
cutbacks in the amount of water 
shipped from the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta to farms in the val¬ 
ley, a farmer explained on camera, 
growers have fallen on hard times. 
After showing a long line stretch¬ 
ing around a food bank in the tiny 
agricultural town of Mendota, the 
newscasters concluded: “It’s fish ver¬ 
sus families, and [the government is] 
choosing the fish.” 

It’s a dramatic portrayal, and the 
poor farm laborers who are out of 
work are truly struggling. But it isn’t 
the fault of a fish. 

The state Legislature is now 
struggling with a series of bills to 
address a problem that sometimes 
seems to defy political solution, 
while agricultural interests — which 
consume the lion’s share of the state’s 
water supply — are campaigning 
aggressively to secure even more 
water for irrigation. 

But while the political forces battle, 
an environmental nightmare is 
being created in the Delta. Years of 
massive water diversions are put¬ 
ting the San Francisco Bay-Delta 
Estuary at risk. Massive projects 
that take freshwater from the delta 
appear linked to declines in bay and 
delta fisheries, threatening not just 
endangered species but California’s 
salmon fishing industry, which lost 
more than $250 million last year as a 
result of declining salmon runs. 

Meanwhile, climate models pre¬ 
dict that California’s tug-of-war over 
water will only get uglier as the state 
is hit with more frequent droughts. 
As lawmakers scramble to find a 
solution to the state’s water woes, 
the challenge isn’t just to balance 
the needs of families and fish — it’s 
to steer an increasingly crowded 


state toward smarter management of 
shrinking water resources. 

“It all comes down to climate 
change,” Lt. Gov. John Garamendi 
noted in a recent interview with the 
Guardian. “Everything we know 
about water in California is going to 
dramatically change.” 

Critics say the bills in 
Sacramento are, at best, a duct- 
tape-and-baling-wire solution to 
a problem that could define the 


state’s economy and environment in 
the coming decades. “The bills ... 
have been slapped together in such 
a slapdash way that it’s reminiscent 
of energy deregulation,” said Nick 
Di Croce, lead author of “California 
Water Solutions Now,” a report pro¬ 
duced by the Environmental Water 
Caucus. 

As things stand, much of the 
problem is inherent in the system. 
The pumps that export water out of 
the delta regularly pulverize federally 
threatened and endangered fish, yet 
the government agencies that oper¬ 


ate them are rarely held accountable. 
The agency that is supposed to mon¬ 
itor and protect the health of the San 
Francisco Bay and the fragile delta 
ecosystem also gets 80 percent of its 
budget from water sales. And the 
state water projects regularly promise 
more water than they can deliver. 

THE GREAT SUCKING SOUND 

California’s water wars stem from 
a tricky dilemma: two-thirds of 


the precipitation falls in the north, 
while two-thirds of the people live 
in the drier south. The delta, located 
primarily in Sacramento and San 
Joaquin counties, is the heart of 
the state’s water supply, where the 
freshwater flows of the Sacramento 
and San Joaquin rivers and vein-like 
tributaries converge. It boasts the 
largest estuary on the west coast of 
North and South America, provid¬ 
ing critical habitat for at least a 
dozen threatened or endangered spe¬ 
cies including salmon, smelt, split- 
tail, sturgeon, and others. 

The delta is also like a super¬ 


highway interchange of water for 
the state. Two vast plumbing net¬ 
works — the Central Valley Project, 
operated by the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, and the State Water 
Project, operated by the Department 
of Water Resources — transport 
water from delta pumping stations 
to cities and agricultural operations 
across the state. 

Roughly 5.7 million acre-feet of 
water was exported annually from 


the delta in recent years, a high 
that many environmentalists say 
is unsustainable. (An acre-foot, or 
325,853 gallons, is the amount that 
covers an acre one-foot deep.) Before 
the Central Valley Project was con¬ 
structed in the 1930s, only 4.7 mil¬ 
lion acres of farmland were irrigated 
statewide. By 1997, the acres of 
thirsty cropland had climbed to 8.9 
million, converting many areas that 
were once barren desert into lush 
green fields. Agribusiness dominates 
the sector, with some farming opera¬ 
tions like agricultural empires, span¬ 


ning tens of thousands of acres. 

As cropland has expanded, so 
has agriculture’s demand for water. 
State and federal agencies sell delta 
water by issuing contracts to water 
districts, and the water is priced 
substantially lower for agricultural 
use. A report issued by the Natural 
Resources Defense Council suggests 
that delta water allocation has tra¬ 
ditionally gone something like this: 
“Corporate and agricultural interests 
demanded more and more water, 
and the state and federal agencies let 
them have it.” 

No one can say just how much 
rain will fall from the sky in a given 
year, so stipulations were written 
into the water contracts to deal with 
allocation during times of water 
shortage. Depending on a district’s 
water rights — a status determined 
by a combination of seniority and a 
hierarchy of uses — it may get 100 
percent of the amount promised on 
paper during a dry year, or a mere 
fraction of it. 

But the districts continue to 
promise water to farmers, and the 
state continues to promise water to 
the districts. 

This latest round of water wars 
is exacerbated by the drought, 
which has sapped water supply in 
California for three years in a row. 
The dry spell has led to cutbacks in 
delta water exports, affecting farms 
throughout the Central Valley and 
sending unemployment rates up. 

The drought was responsible for 
two-thirds of the roughly 1.6 million 
acre-feet shortfall in water exports, 
and the remaining third was with¬ 
held by federal court order to protect 
the endangered Delta smelt. 

Making matters worse, many 
growers in water-deprived places like 
the Westlands Water District, in the 
Central Valley between Coalinga 
and San Joaquin, have recently shift¬ 
ed to permanent crops like almonds 
and pistachios instead of annual 
crops that might be more adaptable 
to unpredictable irrigation supply 
from year to year. It’s a bad time 
for the San Joaquin Valley to take 
a hit. The region is already plagued 
with high rates of unemployment 
from a loss in construction work, 
foreclosure, and other effects of the 
economic downturn. 

HELL IN A HANDBASKET 

State Sen. Joe Simitian (D-Palo 
Alto) put the dilemma simply: “The 
question is, how do you ensure that 
two-thirds of the state has a reli¬ 
able supply of clean water while at 
the same time acknowledging and 
addressing the fact that from an 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 » 
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Salmon runs are collapsing. Droughts are getting worse. 
And big agriculture still wants more water 



SFBG.COM/NEWS + CULTURE 11 









NEWS + CULTURE 


Water CONT » 

environmental standpoint, the delta’s 
gone to hell in a handbasket over the 
last five years?” Simitian has taken a 
leadership role in crafting legislation 
to reform the broken system. 

“I just think that things have 
come together at this particular 
time to suggest that there ought 
to be a sense of urgency about 
all of this,” Simitian added dur¬ 
ing a recent conversation with the 
Guardian. “But I worry that inac¬ 
tion is always the default mecha¬ 
nism, and in a conversation such as 
this one, I don’t think we can afford 
inaction very much longer.” 

Right now five bills are pend¬ 
ing in Sacramento. Backers say they 
strive to meet two “co-equal goals” 
that in the past have proven to be at 
odds: more reliable delta water deliv¬ 
eries, and a restored delta ecosystem. 
Simitian’s bill would create a Delta 
Stewardship Council, a powerful 
body authorized to approve spending 
for a new system for moving water 
through the delta that could include 
a new version of the much-maligned 
peripheral canal, a hydraulic bypass 
diverting freshwater from the 
Sacramento River around the brack¬ 
ish delta to ship south. 

A bill introduced by Assembly 
Member Jared Huffman (D-San 
Rafael), who heads the water com¬ 
mittee, would require a 20 percent 
reduction in statewide urban per 
capita water use by 2020. Other 
objectives in the legislation are to 
firm up ecological protections for the 
delta, reevaluate the state’s system 
of water rights, and establish new 
water-use reporting requirements. 

“Is there a win-win here? I think 
there is,” Simitian told us. “But only 
if you look at this from sort of a big- 
picture, comprehensive standpoint, 
which is why we’ve got five different 
bills that seek to make sure there’s 
a balancing of interests. One of the 
things we’ve talked about was the 
co-equal goals of a reliable supply of 
clean water with delta restoration. 
And that’s going to require not look¬ 
ing at any one of these issues in iso¬ 
lation, but taking it all together.” 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
has made it clear that he believes 
building a peripheral canal is the 
best plan. Variations of this idea 
have been proposed since the 1940s, 
but in 1982, Californians voted it 
down at the ballot (with an over¬ 
whelming majority of Northern 
Californians voting no). 

Some groups perceive this as a 
water grab for Southern California 
and agribusiness, and delta interests 
say it would cripple both delta agri¬ 
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Freshwater exports from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta are a major source of irrigation for 
agriculture and provide a substantial portion of the drinking water supply for two-thirds of 
Californians. I photo courtesty California department of water resources 


culture and the estuary by increasing 
salinity levels from seawater and pre¬ 
venting the delta from being flushed 
out by natural freshwater flows. Cost 
estimates for that project range from 
$10 billion to $40 billion. 

Schwarzenegger has also 
threatened to veto any package pro¬ 
posed by the Democrat-controlled 
Legislature that doesn’t include 
bonds for new dams (in their cur¬ 
rent form, the bills do not). A bond 
bill would require a two-thirds 
majority, while the proposed water 
bills would only need a simple 
majority vote to pass. 

“I think it’s helpful for the 
governor to weigh in and share his 
opinions,” Simitian noted cautiously. 
“However, I did not think it was 
helpful for the governor to simply 
draw a line in the sand.” 

The proposals are being met 
with skepticism from all sides. Many 
environmentalists who’ve gone to 
battle over water policy issues for 
years have little faith, saying the 
proposed Delta Stewardship Council 
would cater to the governor’s agenda 
because he would have the power to 
appoint four out of seven members. 
They’re concerned that environmen¬ 
tal issues will play second fiddle as 
plans are hatched. 

Lloyd Carter, an environmental¬ 
ist who grew up on a raisin farm 
in the Central Valley, is suspicious 
the policy will be weighted toward 
agricultural interests. “What’s most 
useful is to think of water as cash,” 
Carter told us. “It starts out as cash 
in the public treasury, and one little 
segment goes in and scoops out as 
much as it can. Agriculture accounts 


for less than 5 percent of the state’s 
economy and they use 80 percent of 
the water.” 

Agricultural interests and the 
water districts that serve them, not 
surprisingly, view water cutbacks as a 
signal of government failure and are 
hard-pressed to go along with any¬ 
thing that doesn’t include provisions 
for new dams and a canal. Rather 
than recognize limits in the amount 
of available water, they want new 
projects that will increase the supply. 

The Latino Water Coalition, an 
organization backed by agribusiness 
that has put together marches and 
rallies to protest the water cutbacks, 
is critical of the proposed package of 
bills because they say it doesn’t go far 
enough. “For years there’s been com¬ 
mittee after committee, board after 
board. If the best that the legislature 
can do is propose a new committee, 
how can that be a good solution?” 
asked Mario Santoyo, technical 
adviser to the coalition. “There are 
people who don’t have jobs, there’s 
food that’s not being grown. It’s a 
human rights issue. There has to be 
a solution, and it has to be real.” 

Sarah Woolf, media spokes¬ 
person for the Westlands Water 
District, which is among the most 
vocal advocates for agricultural 
water, echoed Santoyo’s view. “If 
you do not have above-ground and 
below-ground storage and a periph¬ 
eral canal, then you don’t have a 
solution,” she told the Guardian. 
“There’s no point in passing legisla¬ 
tion that doesn’t solve the whole 
problem.” 

But of course, when there’s not 
enough water to go around, building 


more dams and canals isn’t going to 
solve the whole problem, either. 

SELLING WATER 
THAT ISN'T THERE 

Patrick Porgans, a Sacramento-based 
water policy expert, is critical of the 
proposed package of bills for a very 
different reason. “We can’t expect 
the very government that created 
the problem to solve the problem, 
because they are the problem,” he 
says. 

Porgans arrived at the Guardian 
office not long ago dressed in a 
salmon-colored suit with match¬ 
ing snakeskin belt and shoes. The 
rail-thin 63-year old walks with a 
bit of a fragile step, but once he gets 
talking about water, he’s a bundle of 
uncontrollable energy. For more than 
two hours, he held a pair of reporters 
in thrall as he unpacked and held up 
big armloads of charts, color-coded 
graphs, and government documents. 

It’s just a sampling from what 
Porgans calls his “database,” and he’s 
got photos: a storage space piled to 
the ceiling with file boxes containing 
thousands of pages of documents. 
This is his life’s work, and it’s easy to 
wonder how he even has time to eat 
and sleep. 

In the wake of the 1987-92 
drought, his consulting firm, 

Porgans & Associates, publicized 
the fact that the Central Valley 
Project and the State Water Project 
had pumped more water out of the 
delta during the dry spell than at 
any other time in their history of 
operation. The firm is now suing 
the government for violating the 
Endangered Species Act. 


12 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | SEPTEMBER 2 - 8 r 2009 


Ask Porgans, and he will tell 
you that “the peripheral canal is a 
peripheral issue” because it couldn’t 
possibly address the underlying 
shortcomings of the water-policy 
system itself. He pointed out that 80 
percent of DWR’s operating budget 
is derived from water contracts, 
and noted that many top officials 
in water-project agencies arrive 
through a revolving door from the 
water districts themselves. There’s a 
conflict of interest, he said, because 
the agencies are in charge of both 
selling off delta water and acting as 
the stewards of the estuary, a natural 
resource owned by everyone. 

Then there’s the underlying 
problem of the government having 
sold off contracts for more water 
than it could actually deliver, a 
point Porgans highlighted in his 
notice of intent to sue. In the years 
following a drought that struck 
California in the late 1970s, plans 
were made to expand water storage 
for the State Water Project — but 
they fell through at the last minute. 
Unfortunately, the limited capac¬ 
ity didn’t slow the sale of water 
contracts. 

From 2001 to 2006 alone, the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation signed 
more than 170 long-term contracts 
with water districts around the 
state, promising to increase sig¬ 
nificantly water deliveries from the 
Central Valley Project for the next 
25 to 40 years. 

“Basically, they oversold 
the project,” said Zeke Grader, 
executive director of the Pacific 
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s 
Associations. “We had all these 
contracts to deliver all this water, 
but nobody looked to see how 
much water there was. More 
importantly, they didn’t look at the 
minimums that would be needed to 
protect the delta.” 

“The shortages are inherent in 
the project,” Porgans said. A court 
opinion issued by California’s third 
appellate district court in 2000, 
plucked from his database, under¬ 
scores this point. “DWR forthrightly 
admits that ‘the State Water Project 
(SWP) does not have the storage 
facilities, delivery capabilities, or the 
water supplies necessary to deliver 
full amounts of entitlement water,”’ 
Judge Cecily Bond noted, citing a 
DWR bulletin. “There is then no 
question that the SWP cannot deliv¬ 
er all the water to which contractors 
are entitled under the original con¬ 
tracts. It does not appear that SWP 
has ever had that ability.” 

Grader puts the blame directly 
on the water districts. The growers, 
he said, are “innocent third parties 
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affected by the actions of water dis¬ 
tricts that should’ve known better” 
because the water contracts specified 
from the beginning that there would 
be less water available during times 
of water shortage. 

“We have nothing but empathy 
for farm workers who are unem¬ 
ployed,” said Barbara Barrigan- 
Parrilla, executive director of Restore 
the Delta, a 501(c)3 nonprofit repre¬ 
senting delta farmers, fishermen, and 
environmentalists. “But their leader¬ 
ship told them, go ahead and do it. 
We’ll get you the water.” 

Farmers have organized rallies 
and marches to protest the water cut¬ 
backs, angrily putting the endangered 
delta smelt at the front and center 
of its campaign. A band of farm¬ 
ers traveled up to San Francisco in 
recent months, chanting “turn on the 
pumps!” outside Nancy Pelosi’s San 
Francisco Federal Building office. 

Rep. Devin Nunes, a Republican 
who represents Tulare County and 
parts of Fresno County, unsuccess¬ 
fully tried to convince Congress 
to waive Endangered Species Act 
requirements to forego protection of 
the delta smelt and restore irrigation 
for struggling farmers. (Nunes even 
attended a Congressional hearing 
toting a goldfish bowl containing 
minnows to play up the fish-vs.-fam¬ 
ilies mummery.) The Latino Water 
Coalition has been particularly 
vocal, getting airtime on Fox News 
and publicly appearing with Gov. 
Schwarzenegger to call for construc¬ 
tion of new dams and a canal to 
ensure a more reliable water supply. 

Carter, the environmentalist 
watching it all unfold from Fresno, 
shakes his head at the display. If 
their campaign is successful, he told 
us, the state will wind up embarking 
on expensive infrastructure projects 
that serve an agribusiness agenda 
at Northern California’s expense. 
“There’s a sense of entitlement down 
here,” he said. “They say it’s ‘our 
water.’ But the rivers in California 
belong to all the people.” 

DEAD FISH 

A series of studies, court decisions, 
and a Blue Ribbon Delta Vision 
Task Force convened by the gov¬ 
ernor have all found that massive 
water exports out of the delta pose a 
tremendous environmental problem, 
and the delta smelt is a mere indica¬ 
tor of the trouble. Failing to ensure 
adequate freshwater flows through 
the delta could spell doom for 
California salmon runs and sound 
a death knell for the San Francisco 
Bay-Delta Estuary. And many con¬ 
tend that building a peripheral canal 
would be the quickest route to the 
delta’s demise. 


According to data Porgans & 
Associates has collected, exces¬ 
sive delta water exports are aligned 
with salmon-population nosedives. 
The numbers tell a tale: high water 
exports correlate with dramatic 
decreases in salmon returns after 
the fish’s three-year spawning 
cycle. Conversely, fish populations 
bounce back following years of 
reduced pumping. 

Delta water exports reached an 
all-time high of 6.7 million acre-feet 
in 2005, and three years later, the 


salmon returns were so low that the 
commercial salmon harvest was can¬ 
celled for the first time. It happened 
again this year. 

While Westlands farmers 
bemoan what they call a “man-made 
drought,” they’re not the only ones 
facing job loss due to delta water 
issues — an estimated $255 mil¬ 
lion was lost last year as a result of 
low salmon returns, according to 
California Department of Fish and 
Game estimates. A report from the 
Pacific Institute, an Oakland-based 


environmental research group, esti¬ 
mates puts farm losses due to water 
shortages at $245 million as of mid¬ 
summer 2008. 

“This closure is among the 
nation’s worst man-made fisheries 
disasters,” an NRDC report notes. 
“It is on par with the loss of Atlantic 
cod fishery, and its economic impact 
for the fishing industry is compa¬ 
rable to the losses that followed the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill.” 

It’s said that California salmon 
were so plentiful 70 years ago that 


farmers plucked them from water¬ 
ways with pitchforks. Now biologists 
say those salmon runs that haven’t 
already been listed as threatened or 
endangered are in a losing battle 
with worsening water quality and 
massive water pumps in the Delta. 

An estimated 90,000 juvenile 
salmon die prematurely each year 
by being sucked into the heavy-duty 
pumps, according to a U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation and Department of 
Water Resources study. Sometimes 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 14 » 
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A High Holiday Services A 

Rosh Hashanah Sept. 18-20 Yom Kippur Sept. 27-28 

At University of San Francisco, Fulton St. near Parker Ave, in S.F. 

V Beyt Tikkun Synagogue-Without-Walls V 

(We meet both in S.F. and Berkeley S.F.: 1st Friday night of each month in San Francisco at Noe Valley Minitry, 1021 Sanchez near 24th. Berkeley: Saturday 
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udaism of love, generosity, and caring 

n pt*P A perfect place to explore your relationship to the ultimate mystery 
1U1 Cl LA 1C1 u • and awesome grandeur of the universe and the spirit of life itself. 
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■ Let us introduce you to a 
I Judaism that is ••• 

• neo-Hasidic, joyous, spiritually alive, intellectually and 
H psychologically sophisticated, and both traditional and 
innovative (no knowledge of Hebrew necessary to get lots 
out of the experience). 

• welcoming to everyone (including non-Jews). 

Many people who come to Beyt Tikkun had deep ambivalence 
about the Judaism to which they had been exposed. Many of us rej ect 
patriarchal or hierarchical conceptions of God. Many of us reject the 
notion that to be a self-affirming Jew we have to express loyalty to the policies of 
the State of Israel toward Palestinians. The good news is that many Bay Area syna¬ 
gogues are experiencing a real transformation and renewal. Beyt Tikkun is a com¬ 
munity of people who see God not as a punishing and angry “big man” in heaven, 
but as the Force of Healing and Transformation in the Universe, the Force that 
makes possible the transformation from “that which Is” to “that which Ought 
to be.” We affirm the unity of all Being, and the equal worth of all human beings. 

Not surprisingly, that leads us to affirm the perspective of the Israeli peace move¬ 
ment, and to support the movements for social justice, ecological sanity, and peace 
in the U.S. We challenge the ethos of selfishness and materialism, whether it be 
in the corridors of power, the media, the banks and Wall Street, the insurance 


lip-n 


companies that are fighting against meaningful health reform, or in 
the Jewish community itself. 

And we support the interfaith work of the Network of Spiritual Progressives and 
urge you to learn about its Campaign for a Global Marshall Plan and its Spiritual 
Covenant with America (including a commitment to continue to push for a more 
rational health care system)—check it out at www.spirtualprogressives.org 

Yet, our primary focus is in creating space for all of our members to develop their 
own path to a rich inner spiritual life, and to provide a safe and nurturing commu¬ 
nity context in which each of us seeks to find the ultimate meaning and purpose for 
our existence, as well as a deepening commitment to alleviate the pain and suffering 
in the world. 


Services are FREE only if: 1 . you can’t afford our normal prices or any 
donation, 2. you attend at least three of the four services in S.F., and if 3. you 
register for services no later than Sept. 10 and explain to us details of your 
financial situation that make our sliding fee scale impossible for you. We are 

a financially-challenged community, so if you can possibly afford it, we’ll 
ask you to pay at the normal sliding fee scale rate, or donate as close to that 
amount as you can afford, but we recognize that these are financially 
difficult times and wish to make it possible for everyone who really wants 
to be at our services to attend. For more information, or To Register, go to: 
www.BeytTikkun.org/hhd or call us at 415-575-1432. 
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Delta exports (at left) have increased in recent years, while 
returning Chinook salmon populations have declined at the end 
of a three-year spawning cycle. 

GRAPH CREATED BY BEN HOPFER USING DATA FROM PORGANS & ASSOCIATES 


Water CONT» 

the pumping levels are so high it 
reverses river flows, causing salmon 
to swim upstream instead of out to 
sea. “If you or I go out and shoot an 
eagle, we’ll go to jail,” said Barrigan- 
Parrilla, from Restore the Delta. 

“But DWR has no accountability 
to the Endangered Species Act 
— they’re grinding up fish.” 

The salmon also suffer from 
poor water quality, which environ¬ 
mentalists say is a consequence of the 
voluminous freshwater diversions. 

If the freshwater isn’t available to 
flush out the ecosystem, the negative 
effects of toxins and pollutants dis¬ 
charged into the Delta are amplified, 
and the water gets warmer, dirtier, 
and saltier. The ramifications of 
salmon decline can ripple along the 
food chain, putting even southern 
resident killer whales, which feed 
heavily on Sacramento River salmon 
in the ocean, at risk. 

The impacts of freshwater diver¬ 
sions aren’t limited to the region’s 
ecology: delta agriculture is taking 
a hit, too. The construction of a 
peripheral canal would “destroy the 
estuary and shift economic prob¬ 
lems from one geographic location 
to another,” said Barrigan-Parrilla. 
“Agriculture in the southern delta 
would not make it.” South delta 
farmers have already had to contend 
with increasing levels of salinity due 
to the massive freshwater diversions, 
she says. A homegrown bean festival 
held every year in Tracy has had to 
resort to purchasing beans, she told 
us, because it’s become too salty to 
grow them. 

“The estimates are S10 to $40 
billion to build a canal,” Barrigan- 
Parrilla said with a note of disbelief. 
“We’re going to spend that much 
money on a project when we have 
just gutted education and welfare?” 

As Sacramento lawmakers pull 
at the threads of this tightly-wound 
knot, looming uncertainties are wait¬ 
ing in the wings. For one, the delta’s 
network of 1,100 miles of earthen 
levees is under increasing strain due 
to its age, making it susceptible to 
failure. In fact, some say a periph¬ 
eral canal could help prevent levee 
failure. Meanwhile, climate change 
is a challenge that can’t be ignored 
because it will affect overall water 
supply even as the state’s population 
continues to climb. 

“The science makes it increas¬ 
ingly clear that the current system 
is unsustainable, Simitian said. The 
scientists are telling us there’s a two 
out of three chance that in the next 
50 years the whole system will col¬ 
lapse, and that serves neither the 


delta well nor the two-thirds of 
the state that relies on delta water.” 
Simitian doesn’t endorse the canal, 
but told us that the system of water 
conveyance needs to be changed. 

Doug Obegi, staff attorney for the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, 
told us that thinking about water 
supply is just as important as think¬ 
ing about how to move it around. He 
pointed out that some Colorado River 
dams just aren’t filling up anymore. If 
you build a new dam without manag¬ 
ing the water supply, he said, “you 
have a big hunk of concrete that just 
isn’t doing anything.” 

Climate change will reduce the 
Sierra snowpack, an important natu¬ 
ral reservoir, anywhere from 15 per¬ 
cent to 60 percent, according to the 
Department of Water Resources. The 
warmer air temperatures will also 
shift the runoff flows to earlier in the 
year, making major adjustments nec¬ 
essary. Climate change models also 
predict worsening drought. Water 
shortages worse than those caused 
by the 1977 drought could occur in 
one out of every six to eight years by 
2050, and one out of every three to 
four years by 2100, according to the 
department’s study. The change in 
weather patterns will also increase the 
likelihood of floods. 

Rising sea levels will also bring 
more saline ocean water into the 
delta, making it necessary to inject 
more freshwater into the system to 
maintain water quality and protect 
native species. 

All told, climate change is 
expected to reduce overall delta 
water exports from 7 percent to 10 
percent by 2050, and 21 percent to 
25 percent by the end of the century 


— a heavy toll that can’t be managed 
without smarter water management. 

Pending water shortages can be 
addressed in part with what NRDC 
calls California’s “virtual river,” Obegi 
said, an aggressive system of water 
efficiency, waste-water recycling, 
groundwater cleanup and storm-water 
management that could yield a poten¬ 
tial 7 million acre-feet per year. 

As for agriculture, the 800- 
pound gorilla of water consump¬ 
tion in the state, there’s plenty of 
room for improvement. A report by 
the Pacific Institute estimates that 
annual agricultural water savings 

— with a combination of strategies 
like smarter irrigation management, 
modest crop shifting, and more 
efficient technology — could save 
up to 3.4 million acre-feet of water 
per year. The study strongly recom¬ 
mends avoiding expensive infra¬ 
structure projects that will burden 
taxpayers when the state has more 
budget-friendly options like targeted 
conservation and efficiency. 

It won’t happen without the 
political will, however. During a dis¬ 
cussion about the bills that are cur¬ 
rently being debated in Sacramento, 
Barrigan-Parrilla said she fears the 
delta will lose out in the end. It’s 
hard for her to swallow the whole 
concept of “co-equal goals,” she says, 
because it amounts to putting the 
environment, which is owned col¬ 
lectively, on equal footing with the 
interests of a small group of people 
who consume the vast amount of the 
state’s water supply. 

“It just doesn’t make sense to 
me,” she says. “You can’t have a reli¬ 
able water supply unless you take 
care of the environment first.” sfbg 
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Desperate measures? 


By Sarah Phelan 

sarah@sfbg.com 

GREEN CITY A proposal to open 
the first desalina- 
f ^ tion plant on the 

| J San Francisco Bay 

V vs/ J inched forward Aug. 

X. I IS when the Marin 

Municipal Water 

District (MMWD) board voted 4-0 
to build a facility that would convert 
5 million gallons of seawater a day 
into fresh drinking water. 

It’s the latest chapter in a saga 
that has pit environmentalists, who 
see the plant as too energy intensive, 
against business and development 
interests, which fear the district is 
going to run out of water. 

The plant, which is planned for 
a seven-acre shoreline plot in San 
Rafael and could be up and running 
by 2014, would cost an estimated 
$105 million to build and another $3 
million to $4 million a year to oper¬ 
ate. MMWD says it will fund the 
project using bonds and a $3 to $5 
increase in monthly water bills. 

MMWD Board President David 
Behar and directors Larry Russell, 
Cynthia Koehler, and Jack Gibson 
also approved $400,000 to cover per¬ 
mits and design construction of the 
new facility 

The Aug. 18 vote took place 
with the five-member MMWD 
board short a director (former Board 
President Alex Forman died July 9). 
And it came after hours of public 
comment, with opponents arguing 
that desalination is too expensive, 
detrimental to marine life, and will 
release climate-changing gases. 

“When you look at the big¬ 
ger picture, it makes no sense,” 
said Mark Schlosberg, California 
Director for the Washington, D.C.- 
based Food & Water Watch, an envi¬ 
ronmental advocacy group. 

In June, Food & Water Watch’s 
James Frye released a report titled 
“Sustaining Our Water Future,” 
which argues that MMWD could 
meet its future water needs by inten¬ 
sifying conservation measures and 
improving reservoir operations. Frye’s 
report also indicated that the water 
district overestimated its expected 
water shortfall because it based its 
calculations on high-use years. 

But MMWD’s general manager 
Paul Helliker contends the report 
was not realistic. “They are talking 
about everyone, business and hom¬ 
eowners, cutting landscape water 
use by 40 percent. That’s a phenom¬ 
enal cut,” Helliker told the Marin 


Independent Journal at the time. 

Others see desalination as a 
drought-proof way to satisfy project¬ 
ed population and economic growth. 

“We’re concerned about bringing 
supply and demand into balance,” 

Hal Brown, president of the Marin 
County Board of Supervisors, said 
during public comment. 

“Under a severe drought, the 
economy will be impacted tremen¬ 
dously,” said Bill Scott, business 
manager of the Marin Building 
Trades Council. 

When the board ultimately voted 
to green-light the next steps in the 
desalination plant building process, 
they noted that they will explore the 
use of alternative renewable energy 
sources, including solar, wind, wave/ 
tidal, or landfill gas, to power the 
plant. They also pointed out that 
when the next drought hits, Marin 
won’t be able to build emergency 
pipelines and negotiate for more 
water from the Russian River, which 
is what the county did during previ¬ 
ous droughts. 

Today, Marin County relies on 
seven small local reservoirs. The 
district contends that the new facility 
will be insurance against longer dry 
spells, which are anticipated due to 
global warming. 

“This has been hard,” Board 
member Cynthia Koehler acknowl¬ 
edged, addressing the riled-up crowd 
and noting that the district still has 
“a number of off-ramps.” 

The MMWD is already on the 
vanguard of conservation statewide, 
Koehler noted, observing that no 
water district achieves its conserva¬ 
tion goals. “So I don’t think six years 
is rushing,” he said. 

“We will not build a desalination 
plant without the need,” MMWD 
director Larry Russell told the crowd. 
“We are not fast-tracking this. But if 
a drought comes, we will.” 

“I’d be lying if I said I have no 
concerns about de-sal, starting with 
the energy,” MMWD director Jack 
Gibson told the agitated crowd. “So, 
why am I not there with you? I view 
it as being prepared.” 

Recalling how attitudes changed 
overnight when the drought hit in 
1976 and 1977, Gibson added, “If we 
have a serious water crisis, people are 
going to be clamoring for water. My 
concern is that the Russian River, as 
a fish habitat, will be gone.” 

With four of five seats up for 
election in November 2010 election, 
the composition of the board could 
change dramatically before the desal¬ 
ination plant’s fate is sealed, sfbg 


Energy 92.7 and AT&T are Honoring 
The People Of The Bay Who Raise The Bar In The Community. 



OUT4lmmigration.org is a volunteer grassroots organization that addresses the widespread discriminatory 
impact of U.S. immigration laws on the lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and HIV-*- people and 
their families through education, outreach, advocacy and the maintenance of a resource and support 
network. 


Log on to www.out4immigration.org today to learn more about this organization, amos lim has been 
selected as this week's AT&T Spotlight community hero and AT&T is going to donate $500 to his 
organization. 

AT&T supports community based programs and organizations that address educational, cultural, and 
social issues affecting the quality of life in our communities. Energy 92.7 and AT&T...helping to raise 
the bar in our community. 


energy 

92.Fm 

pure dance 


at&t 




Your world. Delivered. 


© 2008 AT&T Intellectual Property All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. 


Where home values 
meet green values. 


Michelle Stephens 
REALTOR® 
415 . 637.1898 

Michelle@OrganicAgent.com 



As I prepare for my seventh trip 
to Burning Nan this weekend, I 
came across a fascinating discus¬ 
sion about restrictions on the use 
of photography from the event. 
Electronic Freedom Foundation 
fired the first shot, criticizing 
Burning Man for controlling the 
use of images from the event, and 
BM's Andie Grace responded with 
a long defense of their reasons 
for doing so, and lively discus¬ 
sions ensued on other blogs. 


- from “Is Burning Man right to 
control images from the event?” 
by Steven I. Jones, posted on the 
Pixel Vision blog 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

HUNTERS POINT SHIPYARD 

PUBLIC NOTICE & COMMENT PERIOD 


September 2009 


This public notice serves as the publication by the Director of the U.S. Department of Navy 
(DON) BRAC Program Management Office West (BRAC PMO West) of the Director’s proposal 
to dissolve the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (HPS) Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) as 
provided by 32 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 202. BRAC PMO West has consulted 
with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), as well as State, and local government 
representatives about this proposal. 

DON fully supports the need for open, meaningful dialogue with the diverse Bayview 
Hunters Point Community regarding DON environmental cleanup actions and decisions. 

The purpose of a RAB is to ensure community involvement in the environmental cleanup 
process whereby an open discussion and exchange of information occurs. However, the 
RAB has not been fulfilling this objective. Therefore, other means to accomplish this 
important goal are being explored. As DON follows the RAB dissolution regulations, BRAC 
PMO West will continue to work with community and regulatory partners to find alternative 
means to meet these community involvement goals and requirements. 

BRAC PMO West specifically requests your ideas for an effective community involvement 
program which will reach a broad community audience and encourage effective two-way 
communication between the community and DON regarding environmental cleanup issues 
at HPS. BRAC PMO West solicits your comments on the proposal to dissolve the RAB, as 
well as ideas regarding more productive community involvement alternatives. 

A copy of the Director of BRAC PMO West’s proposal to dissolve the RAB has been made 
available for public review and comment for a thirty day public comment period at the fol¬ 
lowing website: 

www.bracpmo.navy.mil 

1. Click on BRAC 2005, then select ‘Former NSY Hunters Point’ 
from the ‘Prior BRAC Installations’ drop down menu. 

2. Click on the link below RAB Meeting Information: ‘May 22, 

2009: Department of the Navy’s Notice of Intent to Dissolve 
the Hunters Point Shipyard (HPS) Restoration Advisory Board 
(RAB) Letter.’ 

Paper copies of the proposal to dissolve the RAB have been made available in the following 
information repositories. 

Anna E. Waden Library City of San Francisco Main Library 

5075 Third Street Government Information Center, 5th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94124 100 Larkin Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

Hours of Operation 

Mon, Tues, Sat 10:00am - 6:00pm Hours of Operation 

Wed 1:00pm - 8:00pm Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat 10:00am - 6:00pm 

Thurs 1:00pm - 7:00pm Tues & Thurs 9:00am - 8:00pm 

Sun CLOSED Sun 12:00pm - 5:00pm 

Again, BRAC PMO West solicits your comments on the proposal to dissolve the RAB, as well 
as ideas regarding more productive community involvement alternatives. DON will con¬ 
sider all comments submitted by October 9,2009, to the following address: 

BRAC PMO West 

Mr. Douglas Gilkey, HPS Base Closure Manager 
1455 Frazee Road, San Diego, CA 92108 
Email: douglas.gilkey@navy.mil Fax: (619) 532-0983 

Please feel free to contact Mr. Gilkey at (619) 532-0949 if you have any questions 
concerning the public review and comment process. 
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WEDNESDAY 

SEPT. 2 

EVENT/LIT 

Rebecca Solnit: A Paradise 
Built in Hell 

“I went into this thinking that 
the joy in disasters was going 
to be subversive, maybe like a 
child’s delight in destruction, 
with a sense of liberation 
attached,” Rebecca Solnit 
says in a recent interview 
connected to her new book A 
Paradise Built in Hell (Viking, 
353 pages, $27.95). “What I 
found instead was an unspo¬ 
ken appetite for belonging, 
involvement, power, and 
voice, a delight in the con¬ 
structive rather than destruc¬ 
tive.” Solnit is not known for 
sentiment, so the optimism 
of her latest book is by no 
means sugary. It’s fitting that 
the book release party for A 
Paradise Built in Hell is tak¬ 
ing place in San Francisco, 
because both the 1906 and 
1989 earthquakes play major 
roles in Solnit’s look at com¬ 
munity. She also writes about 
9/11, Hurricane Katrina, the 
1917 Halifax explosion, and 
the 1985 Mexico City quake. 
But the Bay Area and its 
potential is central to her the¬ 
sis. (Johnny Ray Huston) 

7 p.m., free 
The Green Arcade 
1680 Market, SF 
(415) 431-6800 
www.thegreenarcade.com 


THURSDAY 

SEPT. 3 

MUSIC 

Jucifer 

Scene-spanning metal(ish) 
duo Jucifer has a particular 
knack for crafting songs 
that feel spontaneous but at 
the same time are governed 
by some incomprehensible 
structure. The band consists 
of a constantly-touring mar¬ 
ried couple: guitarist/vocalist 
Amber Valentine and drum¬ 
mer Edgar Livengood, two 
16-year noise vets charged 
with the task of wrangling 
their unruly musical progeny 
into something resembling 
rock. Jucifer’s latest release, 
L’Autrichienne (Relapse, 2008) 
is a sprawling concept album 

— double album, in fact 

— based on the life of Marie 
Antoinette. Connoisseurs 

of earsplitting distortion or 
French history have some¬ 
thing to look forward to, and 
connoisseurs of both may 
have finally found a band 
that speaks to them directly. 
(Tony Papanikolas) 

With Graceyon, Flood, DJ 
Fanboy. 

8 p.m., $8-$10, 21 and over 
Annie’s Social Club 
917 Folsom, SF 
(415) 974-1585 
www.anniessocialclub.com 


VISUAL ART 

Ryan Coffey: “New Work” 

No doubt about it: collage is 
experiencing a new wave of 
popularity within contempo¬ 
rary visual art, complete with 
Artforum essays and atten¬ 
tion. The obvious argument 
would be that collage is a 
suitable practice for econom¬ 
ic depression, but the reasons 
likely run much deeper. One 
interesting aspect of this 
revival of sorts is that amid 
neverending digital hype, a 
significant number of young 
artists apply collage aesthet¬ 
ics to works on paper. Here 
in the Bay Area, home to the 
late, great Jess, artists such 
as Hilary Pecis, Chris Corales, 
and Luke Butler are explor¬ 
ing the potential of collage. 
Through works as potent as 
they are spare, Ryan Coffey 
has been honing an especially 
distinctive collage vision. 

His new show adds some 
vivid splashes of color to his 
approach. 

(Johnny Ray Huston) 

7-9:30 p.m. (continues through 

Oct. 11), free 

Lake Gallery 

661 Divisadero, SF 

www.lakegallerysf.com 

MUSIC 

Mos Def, Erykah Badu, Jay 
Electronica 

Still sleeping on Mos Def’s 
strongest effort since Black 
On Both Sides (Rawkus, 


1999)? The intro cut of The 
Ecstatic (Downtown) should 
be enough to put you on 
game. A rough Malcolm 
X monologue prefaces 
“Supermagic,” where a dex¬ 
terous Mos spits exuberant 
bars over Turkish psyche¬ 
delic madness courtesy of 
the poetico-political genius, 
Selda, and flipped by LA 
beat wizard Oh No. Still not 
convinced? Perchance a live 
show — or two — featuring 
the cosmically adept Erykah 
Badu and lyrical dervish Jay 
Electronica will hip you to the 
wisdom. (Michael Krimper) 

7:30 p.m., $39.50-$99.50 
Davies Symphony Hall 
201 Van Ness, SF 
(415) 864-6000 
www.sfsymphony.org 

also Fri/4, 7:30 p.m., $39.50- 
$99.50 

Paramount Theatre 
2025 Broadway, Oakl. 

(510) 763-7308 
www.paramounttheatre.com 

VISUAL ART 

Alika Cooper: “A Cold Wave” 

San Francisco artists love 
cinema iconography: Jason 
Mecier renders movie stars 
with beans and noodles, Jim 
Winters brings fluorescent 
color to film stills, and Maria 
Forde has turned drawings 
of actresses into buttons. 
Alika Cooper loves a screen 
siren, and she knows all about 
the appeal of a blonde. She 


first made an impression 
on me with her portraits of 
Hitchcock-era Tippi Hedren. 

In “A Cold Wave,” she uses 
paint to conjure a variety 
of double Farrah Fawcetts. 
Morbidity and luxurious beau¬ 
ty intertwine in the resulting 
moody works. (Huston) 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art 
49 Geary, Suite 202, SF 
(415)369-9404 
www.wolfecontemporary.com 

FRIDAY 

SEPT. 4 

STAGE 
Helen Keller 

Our senses allow us to inter¬ 
act with one another — to 
connect, bond, and grow as 
individuals. But what is it 
like to live in isolation when 
one’s physical disabilities 
hinder this process? Theatre 
of Yugen explores this ques¬ 
tion with a new play about 
deaf and blind author and 
activist Helen Keller. Adapted 
from William Gibson’s 1959 
The Miracle Worker, it follows 
Helen from when she’s six 
years old and meeting teach¬ 
er Anne Sullivan for the first 
time to when she utters her 
first word, “water.” The hour- 
long one-act relies mostly 
on sign language, though its 
speaking parts are entirely in 
Japanese, allowing English- 
speaking audiences to expe¬ 
rience a variant of Helen’s 


struggle as she makes sense 
of a foreign world. 

(Victoria Nguyen) 

8 p.m. (continues through 

Sun/6), $10-$15 

NOHspace 

2840 Mariposa, SF 

(415) 621-7978 

www.theatreofyugen.org 

COMEDY 
Kathy Griffin 

Like politics or religion, I’ve 
found that most people hold 
strong opinions about Kathy 
Griffin — either you think 
she’s obnoxious and mean 
or you find her completely 
hilarious. I fall into the latter 
category. Kathy reminds me 
of the sassy, ballsy gal pal 
I’ve never had — the kind 
who will talk you into moon¬ 
ing the high school principal 
after downing a fifth of cheap 
vodka behind the bleachers. 
Watch the two-time Emmy 
Award-winning actress in 
action when she brings her 
sharp wit and even sharper 
tongue to Davies Symphony 
Hall, where she’ll dish about 
celebrity encounters, life 
on the D-list, and her mom 
Maggie. (Nguyen) 

8 p.m. (also Sat/5), $45-$75 
Davies Symphony Hall 
201 Van Ness, SF 
(415) 864-6000 
www.sfsymphony.org 
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Connoisseurs of earsplitting distortion or French history 

have something to look forward to. 



FILM 

The Beautiful Person 

I have a definite soft spot 
for the films of Christophe 
Honore, in particular 2006’s 
Dans Paris and 2007’s Love 
Songs. In Dans Paris, Honore 
played with the intersec¬ 
tion of music and image in 
inventive ways, creating a 
semi-musical of sorts, while 
in Love Songs he plunged 
into the genre, generating an 
overt 21st century update 
of Jean-Luc Godard’s and 
Jacques Demy’s 1960s song 
and dance features. That 
film’s core romantic num¬ 
bers featured Louis Garrel, 
Gregoire Leprince Ringuet, 
and some sherbet-colored 
underwear. Two of the three 
return in Honore’s latest, The 
Beautiful Person. Garrel’s 
presence is no surprise, I sup¬ 
pose, since he has starred in 
all of Honore’s films. This time 
around, Garrel and Leprince- 
Ringuet are part of a dif¬ 
ferent kind of love triangle, 
based in part upon a 17th- 
century novel. (Huston) 

Call for times (continues 
through Sept. 10), $8-$ll 
Sundance Kabuki Cinemas 
1881 Post, SF 
(415) 561-5000 
www.sffs.org 


SATURDAY 

SEPT. 5 

MUSIC 

Sabertooth Zombie 

An actual Sabertooth Zombie, 
combining the massive 
fangs of the former with 
the unrelenting brain-lust 
of the latter, would truly be 
the stuff of nightmares. The 
band Sabertooth Zombie, it 
turns out, is pretty savage in 
its own right, specializing in 
no-nonsense hardcore with a 
noticeable classic rock edge. 
The combination of strutting 
butt-rock licks with delib¬ 
erate breakdown fare has 
been done before, but rarely 
has it been so effective in 
loosening necks. At the risk 
of sounding cliched, this is 
music to sink your teeth into. 
(Papanikolas) 

With Whiskey Rebels, Skin Like 
Iron, Creatures, Nails. 

8 p.m., $8, all ages 
924 Gilman 
924 Gilman, Berk. 

(510) 525-9926 
www.924gilman.org 

SUNDAY 

SEPT. 6 

EVENT/MUSIC 

Doin’ It in the Park 

Doin’ it in the park, doin’ 
it after dark. Oh yeah. Oh 
yeaaah. Er, hey there. Excuse 


me, I was busy singing my 
favorite Blackbyrds joint, 
“Rock Creek Park,” trying to 
curb my neurotic anxieties in 
preparation for this Sunday’s 
free barbeque extravaganza 
in Golden Gate Park. There, I 
will attempt the art of relax¬ 
ation amid the grooves of the 
city’s best spinners, an inflat¬ 
able jumper for kids, com¬ 
munity love, and even arcade 
games! Oh, the pure little 
innocence deep within my 
dark jaded soul just wants to 
hum some apparently naive 
but actually quite dirty jams! 
Oh yeah. (Krimper) 

With Apollo, Shortkut, Mr. E, 
Sake One, TD Camp, Ruby Red 
I, Mind Motion, Haylow, Daddy 
Rolo, Proof, Shred One, Green 
B,Hakobo 

Noon-7 p.m., free 
Golden Gate Park (Elk Glen 
Cove at 25th Ave.), SF 
www.sfmassiveselector.net 

MONDAY 

SEPT. 7 

EVENT 

Time for Lunch: National Day 
of Action to Get Real Food in 
the Schools 

I remember pizza day at 
school, and how the greasy 
slab of microwaved cheese 
and pepperoni, while not half 
as good as a regular slice, 
was still better than all the 
other lunches of the week. 


School lunches have a bad 
rep for a reason. Slow Food 
is doing something about it 
by staging a series of potluck 
eat-ins across the country 
to draw attention to the lack 
of healthy and inexpensive 
public school meals. The San 
Francisco installment focuses 
on the Child Nutrition Act, 
which aims to improve nutri¬ 
tional standards. (Huston) 

Noon-3 p.m.; bring one dish 
to share, a plate and utensils 
(RSVP requested) 

Civic Center Plaza, SF 
(650) 589-SLOW 
www.slowfoodsanfrancisco.com/ 
schoollunch 

TUESDAY 

SEPT. 8 

VISUAL ART 

“There’s a Mystery There: 
Sendakon Sendak” 

Few illustrators conjure 
alternate realities with the 
virtuosity of Maurice Sendak. 
He guides his readership into 
fantastic landscapes and 
charges them with an enig¬ 
matic dynamism that keeps 
us returning with fresh eyes. 

In tribute to Sendak’s work 
and life, the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum has organized 
an ambitious retrospective 
that highlights more than 40 
of his books, including origi¬ 
nal watercolors, sketches, 
drawings, and draft editions. 


Interactive video displays 
explore Sendak’s personal 
stories and views on his art. 
This fall brings a feature film 
adaptation of Sendak’s most 
celebrated work, 1963’s 
I/I//?ere The Wild Things Are, 
so now is a great time to 
revisit his gripping catalog. 
(Krimper) 

11 a.m.-5 p.m. (continues 
through Jan. 19, 2010), $8-10 
(children free) 

Contemporary Jewish Museum 
736 Mission St., SF 
(415) 655-7800 
www.thecjm.org 

The Guardian listings deadline is 
two weeks prior to our Wednesday 
publication date. To submit an item 
for consideration, please include the 
title of the event, a brief description 
of the event, date and time, venue 
name, street address (listing cross 
streets only isn’t sufficient), city, 
telephone number readers can call 
for more information, telephone 
number for media, and admission 
costs. Send information to Listings, 
the Guardian Building, 135 Mississippi 
St., SF, CA 94107; fax to (415) 487- 
2506; or e-mail (paste press release 
into e-mail body — no text attach¬ 
ments, please) to listings@sfbg.com. 
We cannot guarantee the return of 
photos, but enclosing an SASE helps. 
Digital photos may be submitted in 
jpeg format; the image must be at 
least 240 dpi and four inches by six 
inches in size. We regret we cannot 
accept listings over the phone. 


(1) Mos Def (see Thurs/3); 

(2) author Rebecca 
Solnit (see Wed/2); (3) 
Sabertooth Zombie (see 
Sat/5); (4) Lea Seydoux 
and Gregoire Leprince- 
Ringuet in The Beautiful 
Person (see Fri/4); (5) 
Jucifer (see Thurs/3); (6) 
Theatre of Yugen’s Helen 
Keller (see Fri/4); (7) pen 
and ink and watercolor 
drawing from Maurice 
Sendak’s Where the Wild 
Things Are (see Tues/8); 
(8) Ryan Coffey with a 
collage (see Thurs/3) (9) 
Two Farrahs by Alika 
Cooper (see Thurs/3). 

HELEN KELLER PHOTO BY FAYE 
CHAO; PHOTO OF RYAN COFFEY 
BY ALAN BAMBERGER OF 
ARTBUSINESS.COM; ALIKA COOPER 
PAINTING COURTESY OF MARK 
WOLFE CONTEMPORARY ART 
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Background Ifr\age: Crash 2, Odili Donald Odita. Courtesy of Michael Stevenson Gallery 


AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER 

2009 BEST OF THE BAY WINNER! 



PUBLIC PROGRAMS 

MAMA CALIZO'S VOICE FACTORY 

CRASH CABARET-WHERE QUEERS COLLIDE 

A nuevo-punk variety extravaganza of video, theater, 
dance and music. 

CRASH PAD SNAPPY HOUR/ PSYCHODELIC 
SPEAK-SLEAZY 

Fri, Sep 11, 5-7 pm » FREE w/ gallery admission 

Featuring San Francisco's hottest Djs. 

CRASH CABARET 

So You Think You Wanna Be a Star? 

Fri, Sep 11,7-9 pm 

$10 reg, FREE for YBCA Members 

Featuring MCVF's resident artists Guerrilla Rep, S.F. 
Buffoos, Jessica Fudim's Dance Animals, Jorge Rodolfo De 
Hoyos and Company, S.F. Boylesque, Fou Fou Ha, Jennifer 
Chien and Jessilito Bie, Mary Anne Brookes and more! 

FILM 

NEW 35MM PRINT! 

BIGGER THAN LIFE by Nicholas Ray 

Thu, Sep 10 & Sat, Sep 12, 7:30 pm; Sun, Sep 13, 
2 pm 

Ray uses the domestic melodrama to lay bare the myths 
and pieties of postwar American life in this neglected 
masterpiece about alpha masculinity and the 50s nuclear 
family. (1956,95 min, 35mm) 

ALL FILMS: $8 reg; $6 YBCA Mem/Sen/Stu/Tea 


PUSH PLAY> 

Media Sponsor: 0tc^®%caminer 


09_ 10 Film/Video [Ofl 
Media Sponsor: 


INFO/TIX: 415.g78.ARTS or www.ybca.org 

YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
701 Mission St @ 3rd || San Francisco, CA 94103 



YBCA Galleries 
now open 
until 8 pm, Thu-Sat. 
Free Admission with 
e day performance or 
film ticket! 




WORLD-CLASS 

THEATER 

HAPPY HOUR 
PRICES 

$10 tickets for the U.S. 
premiere of blockbuster 

Brief Encounter. 

Bar opens one hour 
before curtain time with 
happy hour cocktails, 
beer, and wine. 

Tickets available for all performances through 
September 20. Second balcony seats only. Not 
valid for previously purchased tickets or with 
other discounts. 

ACT-SF.ORG/10UP 


From free afterparties 
to in-depth discussions 
with the artists, A.C.T. 
offers exciting events 
for every taste—at no 
additional cost. 


Sep 15 

5:30 p.m. 

Prologue 

Get inside the artistic 
process with a 
preshow discussion. 

Sep 18 

Theater on 

After the 

the Couch 

8 p.m. show 

Get psyched as we 
explore the characters’ 
minds, motives, and 
behaviors. 

Sep 22 

Audience Exchanges 

After the 

Stick around for a lively 

7 p.m. show 

Sep 27 

After the 

2 p.m. show 

Q&A session with the 
incredible cast of 

Brief Encounter. 


Sep 23 OUT with A.C.T. 

After the Mingle with the cast 

8 p.m. show whMe enjoy i ng free 

wine at A.C.T.’s popular 
LGBT-night party. 


Events and discussions are free for ticket holders 
of any Brief Encounter performance. 


T A.C.T 

american conservatory theater 


ACT-SF.ORG/INTERACT 


trash pop culture news, notes, and reviews 


American hardcore 


X-RATED CLASSICS A sex¬ 
ploitation lifer who reportedly has 
directed so many features even he 
doesn’t know how many, Joe Sarno 
is nonetheless also enough of an 
idiosyncratic talent to have won a 
cult following and some high-cul¬ 
ture-institution retrospectives. No 
education in psychotronic cinema 
is complete without the likes of 
1962’s Sin in the Suburbs, a B&W 
expose of swinger “bottle parties” 
that defines just how lurid movies 
could seem before they were actu¬ 
ally allowed to show anything, and 
1972’s Young Playthings , the rare 
erotic film one might — even must 
— call “Pirandello-esque.” 

Though he confessed to being 
shocked at first, Sarno didn’t blink 
in making the transition from 
softcore to hardcore, though his 
output finally slowed in the ’80s. 
Alternative Cinema has taken on 
the task of releasing as much of 
this voluminous oeuvre as pos¬ 
sible to DVD, including some 
films long thought lost. (They also 
induced his filmmaking return — 
at age 83! — via 2004’s Suburban 
Secrets .) 

The latest releases represent 
both his 1960s monochrome melo¬ 
drama period and a mid-1970s 
sojourn into goofy sex comedies, 
the latter often available in “hard” 
and “soft” versions. Shoestring 
1968 production All the Sins of 
Sodom was shot when “adults only” 
films could expose breasts, but 
nothing more beyond a lot of sexy 
(albeit nonprofane) situations and 
talk — which fortunately Sarno 
was most excellent at writing. 

Nudes photographer Henning 
gets involved with several models 
while obsessively searching for a 
particular “look.” He urges them 
on, shouting things like “More 
feeling! More EVIL!” a la Austin 
Powers. Purportedly shot over a 
long weekend, its cast names never 
even recorded, it’s a claustrophobic 
weirdie recalling such exploitation 
zeniths as Roger Corman’s Teenage 
Doll (1957) and Andy Milligan’s 
Fleshpot on 42nd St (1973). 

Its gorgeous widescreen B&W 
restoration stands opposed to 
three-color features on the Deep 
Throat Sex Comedy Collection. 
Their visual quality (and vari¬ 
ably complete edits) underline 
the ephemeral nature of movies 
often sporadically released at 
best originally, and that no one 
thought to “preserve.” The head¬ 
line attraction, Deep Throat II, 
was a spectacular 1974 flop inac¬ 



cessible even to bootleggers until 
now. It reunited the original “porn 
chic” smash’s stars Linda Lovelace 
and Harry Reems — albeit in an 
aggressively dumb, atypically ama¬ 
teur (for Sarno) espionage spoof 
nobody liked. Dubious authority 
A1 Goldstein called it “the worst 
movie ever made” because it com¬ 
mitted the ultimate sin of omit¬ 
ting all graphic sex, even Linda’s 
signature oral party trick. (Rumors 
persisted for years that hardcore 
scenes were shot, then lost, in a 
lab fire.) 

The other two Sex Comedy 
inclusions are equally rare but 
more rewarding. Likewise featur¬ 
ing a range of famous vintage 
porn stars, The Switch, Or How To 
Alter Your Ego and A Touch of Genie 
(both from 1974) each have their 
own inimitable softcore charms. 
Female Jekyll/Hyde spin Switch 
debuts long-term Sarno fave Mary 
Mendum as a scientific researcher 
whose formula turns her from 
unconvincing Plain Jane into a 
raving beauty who perpetually 
arouses others, male and female. 
Starting out in a burlesque-humor 
mode, it gets surprisingly darker as 
it goes along. 

Genie is about Melvin 
Finklefarb, a Woody Allen-like 
nebbish granted five wishes by 
a junkshop’s bottled Barbara 
Eden aspirant. In one “wish,” he’s 
Harry Reems. Evidently video- 
transferred Switch comes with 
mysterious (Danish?) subtitles; 
Genie’s 35mm source is streaked 
and spotted. Apparently no better 
prints exist. Particularly ingratiat¬ 
ing are Sarno’s invariably kind 
recollections in the extras — either 
he never met a performer he didn’t 
like, or they all liked him enough 
to be on their best behavior. 

(Dennis Harvey) 

www.alternativecinema.com 
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im® w ran enw * 

• Satellite Sports ^ 

• 25 TVs/2 Big Screens/HDTV ^ 

• Happy Hour 4-7pm 
Specials M-F 

• MLB Baseball 
NFL and College Football 


* Lrreenx^rf-r. • Happy Hour 4-7pm + 

J Specials M-F J 

* # MLBBasebal1 J 

T • NFL and College Football ^ 

* • SF BAY GUARDIAN * 

? ™ Best of WINNER ? 

^ EST. 1988 J 

J 2239 Polk (at Green St.) (415)775-4287 J 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO MIME TROUPE 


TOO 



A Satire of Monumental Proportions 


FINAL 2009 S.F. PERFORMANCES: 

September 5, Dolores Park, 2:00pm 
September 6, Dolores Park, 2:00pm 
September 7, Dolores Park, 2:00pm 

LIVE MUSIC HALF HOUR BEFORE SHOWTIMES 

ALL SHOWS FREE! 

visit us at www.sfmt.org 

S.F. Bay Guardian Local Hero 2009 
“America's oldest and finest street theater ” 

NEW YORK POST 



M 

* 

* 

* 
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[SAMPQCfmEi] 



The Last Great itecorP store 



^Terence Blanchard 
Choices 

Concord Jazz 

Featuring Bilal, Lionel Loueke 
and Cornel West in addition to his 
regular band members, Blanchard’s 
newest and first for Concord is 
moodful and textured, with a heavy 
emphasis on groove and a kind of 
sophisticated funk. 

14.99 


All 4 One 
No Regrets 

Peak Recordings 
This is All 4 One’s first US release in 7 
years, and the quartet of romantic voices 
hasn’t lost a beat. There’s the upbeat 
flavor of a tune like “Regret” or the earnest 
wooing of “If Your Heart’s Not In It” and 
some of the best singing in contemporary 

R&B. 



THE L0VEMAKERS 

PERFORMING LIVE 

9/15 5PM RASPUTIN BERKELEY 


San Francisco 

69 Powell St next to Blondie’s Pizza 

BERKELEY 800 - 350-8700 

MOUNTAIN VIEW www.rasputinmusic.com 



HOSTED BY 

^Bushix>tiU3 


HHBliSfiBi 


SFBG.COM/TRASH 19 































THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN MUSIC 



HAPPY HOUR TUE-FRI 5-9PM 
SAT-SUN 1-3PM $3 WELL/PINTS 
$5 BLOODY MARY PINTS 


MUSTACHE CINEMA 7PM N0$ (REAR) 
BYE BYE BLACKBIRDS, RHUBARB WHIS- 
KEY, BILLY BOYS (AMERICANA) 8PM $5 (FRONT) 


67 SATELLITE (AMERICAN ROOTS) 6-9PM 
N0$ (PATIO) META, TRAVIS HAYES AND 
I THE BACKING BAND, THE MOONLIGHT 
ORCHESTRA (FOLK/INDIE) 9PM $6 (REAR) 
DJ SURESH (WORLD) 9PM NOS (FRONT) 


F REE OYSTERS ON THE HALF SHELL 5: 30 

DJ'S CARMEN & 
MIRANDAS FRUIT STAND 

6PM-2AM (WORLD, FUNK, R&B, POP) 

RED HOTS BURLESQUE 7 30 
KITTEN ON THE KEYS!, JANE BONDEDGE 
+ LADY FANTASTIQUE AKA CHAN 
DYNASTY!, DICKY LUV, AUDREY 
HOWARD AND THE MISTERS: 

BOX SQUAD, NANCY FULLFORCE 
QUEER CONTROL RECORDS BENEFIT 9PM $7-10 


iCHICHARRONES! 

MUSICA & $10 ALL-U-CAN-DRINK BEER 

_ 3PM-8PM _ 

THE SPYRALS, 
TOTAL HOUND. 
SILVER DARLING 

(INDIE ROCK) 9PM $7 


SALSA SUNDAYS 

CANDELA 3 8 pm $8 


COWGIRL PALLOOZA 

77 EL DEORA, WICKED MERCIES 
BOOTCUTS, MIGHTY SLIM PICKENS 

| (AMERICANA) FREE BBQ WHILE IT LASTS 3-9PM $10 


ALL STAR JAM W LOS TRAINWRECK 8PM NOS 


BBCBIT BBBBI 

406 Clement St. SF.CA www.iOGk-it-room.cimi 


q/p Mark Burgess (The 
^ ^ Chameleons UK, Sun and 
the Moon, Black Swan Lane) 

q/p Paul Chesne, Butt Problems, 
° The Golden Cadilacs 

q /4 Fujiko - Chan, Set Off, sil 
y ^ shoda, Song of the Siren 

ScoJourners CD Release 
q/e- Party, Bored Stiff, Mike 
y/ ° Marshall, Agent Strickinine, 
Hosted by YG 

q/p Richie Spice & Spanner 
Banner 

High Fidels, Ricky & 

9/11 Del Connection, The 
Commissioners 

g/H p Living with Friends, Park 
Lane, Proper Dose 

q/h p Thread Spinners, All My 
Pretty Ones, Cosio 

9/19 Ras Digital 


Kanoa’s Acoustic 
Mondays 

every monday night 

Live Comedy 

every tuesday night 

Great Drink Specials 
Every night 


music 


Children, know your metal past, present, and future: Black Cobra (left) is 
ready to strike. The latest of many pieces of evidence that 2009 is possessed 
by the spirit of 1989 comes in the form of Death Control , a song collection by 
the enigmatic Christopher Curtis Smith, also known as Night Control. 

BLACK COBRA PHOTO BY SHANNON CORR 



History today 

Black Cobra provide irrefutable evidence 
of underground metal circa-2009 


By Tony Papanikolas 

a&eletters(® sfbg. com 

TREATISE If, 20 years from now, 
recumbent in your easy chair with 
your slippers and favorite bong, 
some snot-nosed younger sibling 
should ask you about the Zeitgeist of 
late ’00s underground metal (appar¬ 
ently the kid took an art history 
class), you might consider introduc¬ 
ing the shaver to San Francisco’s 
Black Cobra, a two-piece that 
almost certainly could not exist at 
any other point in time. 

From the tarry primordial 
soup of Cobra’s cavernous low-end 
emerge the various slimy, naked 
hallmarks of an increasingly pro¬ 
tean metal scene — unapologetic 
Sleep worship, reverent nods to 
punk and hardcore cross-pollina¬ 
tion, and a healthy dash of retro- 
metal swagger inform the band’s 
gargantuan riffs. Nothing about 
this approach feels like it’s been 
calculated for maximum relevance; 
instead, Black Cobra’s molasses- 
thick sound comes off as the happy 
end result of two longtime fans who 


came to the conclusion that they 
could, and should, create the music 
they wanted to hear. And while 
the band —Jason Landrian on 
guitar/vox, and Rafael Martinez on 
drums — has become more profes¬ 
sional-sounding over the course of 
three full-length releases, the same 
caustic resin hit of recklessness per¬ 
meates their newer material. 

Black Cobra may not be High 
on Fire-monumental, or as thought 
provoking as Stephen O’Malley’s 
latest art-drone opus. But if noth¬ 
ing else, Landrian and Martinez 
are doing their part to wrestle metal 
from the clutches of lifeless robo- 
shredders, and making some damn 
heavy music in the process, sfbg 

BLACK COBRA 

With 16, Serpent Crown, dj Rob Metal. 

Tues/8,10 p.m. (doors 9 p.m.), free, 21 

and over 

The Knockout 

3223 Mission 

(415) 550-6994 

www.theknockoutsf.com 


WE'VE GAINED CONTROL AGAIN: 

NIGHT CONTROL BRINGS ENIGMATIC ALLURE 
TO ONE OF 2009'S VOGUE WORDS 


NIGHTDREAM NATION New waves — or should one say Wavves? 
— of noise pop keep arriving this year. The latest one to splash up 
against my ears is also undoubtedly one of the best. Night Control’s 
debut album Death Control (Kill Shaman) is the type of recording that 
keeps on giving, thanks in part to the fact that its stylistic breadth 
matches its great length. Over the course of 19 songs and around 75 
minutes, Christopher Curtis Smith traverses tremolo-laden terrain, 
distorted rave-ups, and synth-laden space ballads, with the occasion¬ 
al movie-of-your-mind instrumental passage thrown in for maximum 
seduction. The result is equally great to listen to on headphones or 
while shooting the shit with friends. 

Listening to Smith’s ultra-vivid scenes, it’s hard not wonder if 
2009 has been possessed by the spirit of 1989, as if that year’s pin¬ 
nacles of youthful dream pop birthed sonic babies coming of age 
today. The likes of Wavves, Crystal Stilts, Crocodiles, Kurt Vile, and 
even the more commercially appealing Girls all have obvious ties to 
20 years ago, and Night Control is no different. Like Vile in particular, 
Smith’s project also has the droll, play-it-cool, literally distant vocal 
and instrumental shadings of Flying Nun bands such as the Chills and 
the Clean — another vogue revival sound of the moment. Add in the 
fact that control is a word with currency, thanks to Blues Control, 
and it all might seem too perfectly with it. The thing is, Smith’s music 
is more evocative if not downright emotionally potent than all the 
aforementioned groups. The lore around Death Control is that it’s just 
a small sample from years of recordings that Smith either kept to 
himself or self-released under the name Crystal Shards. It’s believ¬ 
able when you hear these obsessive tunes that in turn hypnotize you 
into obsessive listening. 

It’s all a pleasurable puzzle, a bit like Death Control's soft focus 
cover image, a public bathroom mirror self-portrait by Smith that 
looks as if it was taken with an iPhone held just right to completely 
block out his facial features. Connected to disposable technology, 
artfully generic, and yet enigmatic — that’s Night Control. 

(Johnny Ray Huston) 
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Hotel Utah 

1908-2009 

101 ^fcars 

ofcLrUdcutg 

happy hour • weekdays 4-8 pm 

WEDNESDAY, 9/2 • 8 PM $7 

BOYLION 

Shovelman 

James Michael & the Lower Case Letters 
THURSDAY, 9/3 • 7:30 PM $8 

HEATHER COMBS 
Austin Willacy 
Walty 

The Welcome Matt 

FRIDAY, 9/4.9 PM $12 TIX AT TICKETWEB 

THE WHITE BUFFALO 

_ JJ Schultz _ 

SATURDAY, 9/5 • 9 PM $12 TIX AT TICKETWEB 

THE WHITE BUFFALO 

Jeffrey Luck Lucas 
James Finch Jr. 

MONDAY, 9/7 * SIGN UP @ 7:30 PM • FREE 
GUARDIAN READERS’ POLL BEST OPEN MIC! 

OPEN MIC WITH JJ SCHULTZ 

TUESDAY, 9/8 • 8 PM $8 ADV, $10 DOOR 
ADVANCE TICKETS AT TICKETWEB 

RACHAEL SAGE 

Katie Costello 

WEDNESDAY, 9/9 • 9 PM $6 

SPANISH FOR lOO 

Swig 
especial guest 

500 4th Street - San Francisco 
415.546.6300 - hotelutah.com 



Tune in online at 
kfjc.org/netcast 


Friday Sept 4 @ 7PM 
@ Kaleid Gallery 
88 S 4th St., San Jose 
KFJC presents 
BLOWING MINDS 
SINCE 1959: 
Featuring the winners 
of our 50th Anniversary 
Art & Logo Contest, 
a retropsective of past 
T-shirt & Logo designs, 
&a Silent Auction of 
KFJC DJ Art! 


Celebrate our history 

kfjc.org/50th 

Listen online 

kfjc.org/netcast 

For more details, 
call (650) 941-2500 
or go to kfjc.org 



GUARDIAN ARTS SERIES PRESENTS 


AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER 

WORLD-CLASS THEATER 
HAPPY HOUR PRICES 

Get in on 10UP! $10 tickets for the U.S. 
premiere of blockbuster Brief Encounter at 
A.C.T. To order, visit act-sf.org/10UP. 

Tickets ovoiloble for all performances through September 20 . Second balcony 
seats only. Not valid for previously purchased tickets or with other discounts. 



FRIDAY 
SEP 11 

Geary Theater 
San Francisco 


#• 


ENTER TO WIN! You could see this spectacular production 
for free! Simply send your full name and a statement that you 
are at least 21 years of age to promos@sfbg.com (subject line: 
SFBG GAS) and you'll be entered to win tickets for yourself and 
a guest. Deadline for entry is noon, Wednesday, September 9. 

The Guardian Arts Series presents exciting and affordable shows appealing to the young arts enthusiast. 
Register online and stay informed about the next greet show. 


GUARDIAN 

www.sfbg.com/promo 




DAVID BAZAN 
Curse Your Branches 


CHRISTOPHER GUEST, 1Q98 
MICHAEL MCKEAN & lUDVD 
HARRY SHEARER 


Revered for his work fronting the 
influential group Pedro The Lion, 
Curse Your Branches is David Bazan’s 
first full-length release under his own 
name. It’s a flat-out masterwork by a 
modern American poet at the height 
of his powers. 

LP available for $15.98. 

Performing on 10/1 at 
The Independent! 


VIVIAN GIRLS 1198 
Everything Goes Wrong IICD 

Swirling noise-loving Brooklynites 
the Vivian Girls’ new album is darker 
and moodier than their previous work. 
That said, the influences remain the 
same; Ramones, ‘60s girl groups, 
surf, and indie pop. Out 9/8. 

LP available for $11.98. 


Concert DVD 


Two plus hours of songs from the 
legendary musical and comedic trio, 
performing music from heavy metal’s 
loudest band Spinal Tap along with 
folk music from A Mighty Wind, and 
more. 


VINYL SATURDAY 
SCAT. STHII 

Vinyl Saturday is a brand new monthly 
offering from the fine folks that have 
brouyht us Record Store Day. 
Purchase exclusive 7”s, 12”s, 

& LPs from Mars Volta, Biy Star, 

The Avett Brothers, and more. 
Supplies are limited, so come early 
and yet yours while supplies last! 


THE REVEREND 


HORTON HEAT 14cd 

Laughin’And Cry in’With 
The Reverend Horton Heat 

The greatest rock-country-punkabilly 
performer of his generation is back 
after a lengthy recording hiatus. 
Performing at The Warfield on 
10/5 with Motorhead! 


DATAROCK 


The Norwegian rockers’ long-awaited 
and highly anticipated new album 
mixes more of their relentless punk- 
funk and classic hooks with warped 
Happy Mondays humor. 

LP available for $22.98. 


SALE ENDS 


9/1G/09 






1855 HAIGHT STREET • SAN FRANCISCO • (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE • BERKELEY* (510) 549-1125 

BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! • WWW.AMOEBA.COM 
PARKING IS EASY, WE VALIDATE! HAIGHT & STANYAN LOT IN S.F. & SATHER GATE PARKING GARAGE IN BERKELEY! 
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MUSIC 


LJiscuits & 

1 J lues (415.2 92.25 B 3) 

9/1 AlVOIt 

9/1 Unauthorized 
Railing Stones 

9/4 Cafe R&B 

9/S Rick Estrin & 
The Hightcats 

9/9 Guitar Shorty 

9/a Michael Burks 


E 


DIKNRR * LTVK MUSIC ‘ PREMIUM BAR 


401 MASON ST, • SAN FRANCISCO 
WWW.BISCUITSANDBLUES.COM 


THE FILLMORE 


1805 GEARY(AT FILLMORE) SAN FRANCISCO SHOW INFO: 415-340-6000 


( 


( 


N 


( 


( 


dlh TUE SEPTEMBER 8 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $32.50 

DAVID COOK 

THE CRASH KINGS 


WED, SEPTEMBER 9 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $45.00 


GLAY 


THU, SEPTEMBER 10 
FRI, SEPTEMBER 11 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $59.50 


THE D00BIE_ 
BROTHERS,®! 


LARA JOHNSTON 


I, SEPTEMBER 13 

DOORS 71 SHOW 8 • $42.50 

ENANITOS VERDES 

MONTE NEGRO 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $27.50 


BLUES TRAVELER 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 • $25.00 


CITIZEN COPE 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $20.00 

GASLIGHT ANTHEM 

MURDER BY DEATH 
THE LOVED ONES * FRANK TURNER 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $23.50 

THE GET UP KIDS 

YOUTH GROUP * PRETTY AND NICE 


WED, SEPTEMBER 23 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $25.00 

REVOLTING COCKS 

JIM ROSE CIRCUS 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 *$22.50 


MANIC STREET 
PREACHERS 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 • $29.50 


GALACTIC 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 • $26.50 


HOPE SANDOVAL 

S THE WARM INVENTIONS 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 • $25.00 

KAILASH KHER 

CHEB I SABBAH 


THE FILLMORE BOX OFFICE WILL 
NDAY 


I-1 MM 3 J > 


) 


) 


) 


\ 


> 


1 / 


BUY 

TICKETS j> LTvEnnnon.com ^ 
RT 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change 
without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
_Charge by phone at (877) LYV-ONLY._ 


I heard a tumor 

Ganglians work together to create happy 
accidents and sound out dreamy intent 


By Michelle Broder Van Dyke 

a&eletters@sfbg.com 

INTERVIEW Sacramento quartet 
Ganglians daydreams blissed-out 
harmonies — ones made hazy by 
distortion. As its sun-kissed psych- 
pop sounds become garbled, the 
band creates a prismatic realm, 
a sonic state of being somewhere 
between waking and dreaming. 

This polychromatic province, where 
myoclonic twitches and hypnotic 
jerks occur, is conjured by variations 
between fuzzy, thermal jams and 
abstract, pensive chants. 

Vocalist-guitarist Ryan Grubbs 
grew up in Bozeman, Mont. In 
2006, he moved to Sactown after 
visiting the state capitol with his 
grandfather, who was attending a 
big horn sheep convention. Guitarist 
Kyle Hoover, drummer Alex Sowles, 
and bassist Adrian Comenzind all 
grew up in Sac and jammed together 
in Comenzind’s attic. 

“Ryan worked down the street 
from that attic and when he’d walk 
home, he could hear us playing,” 
says Sowles, explaining the band’s 
serendipitous formation. “Ryan had 
a show lined up and he asked us if 
we wanted to play with him. It just 
kinda worked out.” After a pause 
he adds: “And then there was a car 
crash right in front of the venue that 
we played at...” Hoover, Grubbs, 
and Sowles rally back and forth 
about the group’s chemistry, which 
“wasn’t actually all there at first,” 
before concluding that “the chemis¬ 
try was there, but we weren’t exactly 
sure how to pull it off.” 

In biology, clusters of cells per¬ 
form the same function within a 
ganglion — for instance, dorsal root 
ganglia relay sensory information 
from the skin to the spine. This 
process is a metaphor for the band’s 
rapid maturity: progressing from the 
first show, which was an interpreta¬ 
tion of Grubbs’ solo work, to the 
chemistry-click when the members 
began writing songs together (and 
finishing each other’s sentences). 

It all makes sense, except: 
the plural of ganglion is ganglia, 
and the band’s choice of name has 
nothing to do with the neuro¬ 
logical term. Instead, Ganglians is 
a haphazard smooshing together of 
words. “Mostly I just liked aliens, 
and a gang of aliens, so I thought 


of ganglians,” says Grubbs. “I 
had never heard of it before, so it 
sounded really cool, mysterious and 
iconic. I found out later it was a cyst 
or something, spelled a little differ¬ 
ently, which is cool because that’s 
kinda weird and it’s like a bundle of 
nerves, and nerves are all about per¬ 
ceiving things and stuff. It worked 
out perfectly, I guess.” 


Ultimately, the randomness of 
Ganglians’ name, and how it came 
into being, is probably a much better 
metaphor for how the band operates. 
Its two releases to date, a self-titled 
EP (Woodsist) and Monster Head 
Room (Woodsist/Weird Force), were 
released almost simultaneously. The 
EP came out first, but features many 
songs written after those on Monster 
Head Room. The latter “was more of 
a production thing,” says Sowles. Or 
as Grubbs put it, “It was a labor of 
love, we really nourished it.” Monster 
Head Rooms relative polish is illus¬ 
trated by re-recordings two tracks of 
“The Void” and “Candy Girl” from 
Ganglians’ self-titled release. 

Ganglians usually build songs 
around a melody. Grubbs often 
finds his during a “mindless” and 
“routine” job as a busser/server at 
a sushi restaurant. “I just go into 
this trance, “ he says. “Then I’ll 
run into the bathroom and record a 
little snippet off of a melody on my 
phone.” 

After piecing together Grubbs’ 


cell phone recordings, the band 
jams for a while, with each member 
contributing different ingredients 
for the song. Most contributions are 
based upon a theme or an idea, such 
as sounding like a forest, or like 
being underwater, or trying to con¬ 
jure the feeling of a journey. 

Grubbs’ lyrics spring forth from 
themes and sounds, as in “Valient 
Brave,” from Monster Head Room. 
“From its rhythm-guitar,” says 
Grubbs, “I knew it was going to be a 
war chant.” Grubbs also builds lyrics 
around vowel sounds, as is evident 
in his use of slant rhyme: the same 
album’s “Cryin Smoke,” for example, 
pairs “pasture” with “bathroom.” 


The idiosyncratic moments in 
Ganglians’ music express a random¬ 
ness but also reflect an increasing 
attention to detail. These particu¬ 
lars are most easily perceived while 
listening to Monster Head Room on 
headphones: the back-and-forth 
thumps that begin “Valient Brave,” 
the UFO blast-off in “The Void” 
(produced via an oscillator and space 
echo), and the field recordings of 
crickets, frogs, and wood crackling 
that permeate “To June.” There is 
a charm in not knowing whether 
these moments were fortuitous, like 
the band’s formation and name, 
or calculated. The ambiguity only 
heightens Ganglians’ ability to 
bring its listener into its half-dream 
sphere, sfbg 

GANGLIANS 

With Wavves 

Sun/6, 7:30 p.m., $10-$12 
155 Fell, SF 
(415) 861-2011 
www.rickshawstop.com 



Dream a weird little psych-pop dream with Ganglians, who 
allow randomness and attention to detail to entwine, bringing 
great pride to Sacramento in the process. 


PLAYLIST 


AIR FRANCE 
No Way Down EP 

(Sincerely Yours) 

With the Honeydrips, Tough Alliance, 
jj, and this group, the Sincerely 
Yours label has established itself as 
Sweden’s chief castle of indie pop. 
“Collapsing at Your Doorstep” and “No 
Excuses” could be outtakes from Saint 
Etienne’s Foxbase Alpha (Heavenly, 
1991), and ain’t nothing wrong with 
that. (Johnny Ray Huston) 

PICTUREPLANE 
Dark Rift 

(Lovepump United) 

Tweaker pop from Denver’s Travis 
Egedy, this crystal cathedral of 
sound will have you trying out ’80s 
new romantic dances in its prismatic 
mirrors. Industrial-tinged but quite 
melodic, it creates panicky back¬ 
ing vox from split-second samples 
of girl pop — Kylie Minogue, is that 
you, ABBA, and Stevie Nicks trapped 
Poltergeist -}ike in “Goth Star“‘s spec¬ 
tral tunnel? — while invoking boys in 
makeup. (Huston) 

FAMOUS L. RENFROE (AS THE FLYING 
SWEET ANGEL OF JOY) 

Children 

(Fat Possum) 

Gospel that’s a knockout contender 
of blues album of the year, flying 
right into your heart from the first 
refrain. Written and recorded by one 
man — as possessed by an angel 
— in 1969, these 12 tracks would 
have made the Rolling Stones of 
the time green with envy instead of 
moss. Famous L. Renfroe, you are as 
great as your name. (Huston) 

24-CARAT BLACK 

Gone: The Promises of Yesterday 

(Numero Group) 

The title here rings all too true: 
24-Carat Black is a memento of all 
that soul music could have been, 
had economic woes not killed its 
most ambitious tendrils. This dozen- 
plus ensemble’s unfinished sequel 
to 1975’s oft-sampled Ghetto: 
Misfortune’s Wealth (Stax) is just as 
conceptual, but more downtempo. 
“The Best of Good Love Gone” is 
Dusty in the ghetto instead of a satin 
Memphis boudoir. “I Want to Make 
Up” does a slow burn then floats off 
in the nighttime breeze. (Huston) 

THE XX 
The xx 

(Young Turks) 

A sublime entanglement of negative 
space, lithesome riffs, and raw senti¬ 
ment delivered by mush-mouthed 
lead vocalists Romy Madley Croft and 
Oliver Sims, this xx-cellent debut by 
the young rock quartet gleams the 
post-everything cube. (Marke B.) 
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39 New Montgomery St. S.F. 
$2 PBR’s ON TAP 
$5 WELL DRINK SPECIALS EVERYDAY 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 
Surf Rock night! 

The Twang Tens 
the Wander Ins 

9PM $5 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 11TH 

LOUDER THAN 
BOMBS 

OUR MONTHLY SMITHS / 

Morrissey tribute! 

10pm $4 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 18TH 

Camp Out 

Shrouded Strangers 

9PM $5 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 1 9TH 

Grooming the Crow 
Lariats of Fire 
Mister Vague 

9PM $5 / 


t 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS 

WWW.HOUSEOFSHIELDS.COM 

Hours: M-F 2pm-2am 
Sat 7pm—2am Closed Sun 



OUTSIDE OUST THE BACK PATIO! 

LABOR DAY 

MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 7™ 

FEATURING 


DOORS: 3p M SHOW: 4pm ADMISSION: *io 


| GUARDIAN Makers MarK T3 

Budweiser 1 

KING OF BEERS 


EL RIO • 3153 MISSION - STREET • 415.282.3325 



LIVE! SATURDAY, SEPT. 5TH AT BISCUITS & BLUES, 401 MASON ST. 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

"An amazing blues harmonica player, soulful vocalist and brilliant, original songwriter.” -San Francisco Chronicle 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


THE NEW RELEASE ON ALLIGATOR RECORDS AVAILABLE NOW AT BORDERS 


BORDERS 



www.thelndependentsf.com 
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VV Jeat. Jerry Joseph. Dave Schools, 
i . Wally Ingram. Eric McFadden 
mm & Danny louis 

Bret Mosley (Sot) p 
The Stone Foxes (Sun) 




My 


S9ULSAVERS 

rtATURiriQ HARK LANKAN 

lonneine Zapata:: Redjjfia&t 


THU 910/ DOORS fcSO/ $16 

PERPETUAL GROOVE 
HILL COUNTRY REVUE 


FBI 9,1V WWR5 830/ $16 ADV* $17 WHW 

THELOVEMAKERS 

JONAS REINHARDT 

LISA NQLA: iMUSJO L/STOGftAPPV BOOK RELEASE PARTY 

DJ MILES (LIVE 105} 


SAT 9,1 2/ WORS 8:30/ $15 

THE HONEY BROTHERS 

S0KO*HIS ORCHESTRA 


SUN 9.13/ DOORS 7:30/ $20 

VIEUX FARKA TOURE 

TUE 9.15/ DOORS MO/ 910 

UVE 105 S HELL YEAN INDUSTRIES 


present emerging artist series 

EDWARD SHARPE 
&THE MAGNETIC ZEROS 

FOOL S GOLD 'LOCAL NATIVES 
DJ AARON AXELSEN 


WED 916/ DOORS 730/ $12 

AN EVENING WITH 

JOSHUA JAMES & CORY CHISEL 


THU 9.17/ DOORS 930/ $15 

MONOTONIX 

TRICLOPS* AN AVAN 


SAT 9,19/ DOORS 930/ $15ADV* $17 DOOR 

P0P5CENE PRESENTS 

LITTLE BOOTS 

MUSIC CO MUSIC* YES GIANTESS 
DJ AARON AXELSEN 


SUN 9.20/ DOORS 730/ $12 

PINK MOUNTAINTOPS 

THE PACK AD 


MON 931/ DOORS 730/ $20 

BUFFALO COLLISION 

FEAT. FEAT. DAVE KING (THE BAD PLUS), 
HM BERNE & HANK ROBERTS 


TUE 932/ DOORS 730/S13 ADV*$15 DOOR 

ERIN MCCARLEY 

LANDON PIGG 


ANOTHER PLANET EIMTERTAJNMENT -APEconcerts.CDm 
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Cass’ corridors 

McCombs navigates lovely mazes — or Catacombs — 
of meaning, until they implode 


Cass McCombs knows how to execute a song without killing it. That’s 
another way of saying there are no escapes from the open-ended 
meanings of the best compositions on his latest album, Catacombs. 


By Brandon Bussolini 

a&eletters(® sfbg.com 

SONGWRITING Cass McCombs 
writes songs that feel like walking 
into a trap. It’s clear that the quasi¬ 
itinerant singer-songwriter — an 
old-fashioned term that seems to fit 
him well — is more aware of genre 
than the average indie troubadour, 
which makes his songs easy to enter 
but difficult to penetrate or exit. 

His music is not of the confessional 
variety, though it is indirectly per¬ 
sonal. String together the titles that 
make up his discography and you 
get some sense of how his coded, 
morphing symbols approximate but 
never equal the biographical C.M.: 

A (4AD, 2003), PREfection (2005), 
Dropping The Writ (Domino, 2007), 
and Catacombs (2009). And that’s not 
even getting to his lyrics, which go 
about the work of making meaning 
and then suddenly self-cancel or erupt 
with the real. 

“You Saved My Life,” from 
McCombs’ most recent and accom¬ 
plished record, is a career apogee in 
this respect. A swooning lap steel and 
big blunt snare do much of the heavy 
lifting to make the tune eminently 
mixtapeable, but the gratitude sug¬ 
gested by the title is troubled by the 
hard pivoting action of the phrase, 


“And I can’t blame you enough,” 
and the wobbly delivery of “Blood 
to gulp and flesh to eat.” McCombs’ 
canniness has little to do with word 
games or enigma-baiting, though: 
McCombs may as well have wan¬ 
dered into the singer-songwriter 
room after a childhood spent listen¬ 
ing to mersh rap radio and simply 
and unfussily picked up on forms he 
found useful. McCombs’ music may 
be especially NPR-ready now, with 
the worn denim elbows of his cur¬ 
rent queasy Americana overtaking 
the Smiths/4 AD dazzle that held 
sway over PREfection and surfaced on 
Dropping The Writ. Yet in comparison 
to a The Band-ripping band like Deer 
Tick, everything about McCombs’ 
music remains to be said. 

One of McCombs’ strengths 
is the ability to modulate through 
moods over the course of an album 
while demanding a kind of deep 
semantic listening unusual in indie 
rock. Particularly with Catacombs, 
one gets the sense that Cass is a born 
Album Artist, the sort of person who 
understands the virtues of patience 
and can shear off the highs of his hits 
while packing filler with unexpected 
content. Though the quasi-punning 
Catacombs comes front-loaded with 
his most affecting tracks and ends 
with somewhat disposable, self¬ 


consciously lighter fare like “Jonesy 
Boy” and “One Way to Go,” the 
relations between parts makes it dif¬ 
ficult to skip over in-between jams 
like “Harmonia” and “My Sister, 

My Spouse.” It helps, too, that these 
little coves of patience — a formalist’s 
trademark — tend to be where he 
tries out some of his stringier lyrical 
ideas. 

“This is what happens when 
a leitmotif implodes,” McCombs 
sings on “Lionkiller Got Married,” a 
sequel to Dropping The Writ’s opening 
track and personal standard of sorts, 
“Lionkiller.” He could be explaining 
his own approach to autobiography 
with the line. It just may be that his 
subject matter is as much the act of 
making sense — as much about the 
point where the line falls off the page 
— as it is about the sense he’s mak¬ 
ing. None of it measures up to, say, 
Dylan-level fibs or automythology, 
but it serves an important purpose: 
you never get the feeling that there’s 
a straight line from McCombs’ inten¬ 
tions to your reception. This is not 
a dude in your living room relaying 
earthy, relatable feelings through his 
acoustic guitar. 

It’d be a bit much to call 
McCombs an antihumanist, though: 
whatever slipperiness he manifests 
stems from a healthy distrust of 


settled meanings rather than a need 
to assert his control over his audience. 
Not to discount, either, that some 
of his contradictions seem to stem 
from guilelessness. That McCombs 
is clearly having fun even when he 
appears to be dead serious — as with 
“The Executioner’s Song,” say — sets 
his kind of innocence apart from the 
standard journo narratives of indie 
rock discovery. As great as Bon Iver’s 
For Emma, Forever Ago (Jagjaguwar, 
2007) is, it will never live down the 
“dude goes into the forest and records 
awesome bummer breakup album” 
rap that’s stamped across it, for the 
foreseeable future, like a “The Nice 
Price” sticker. 

But McCombs’ mercurial self¬ 
presentation seems less like the stamp 
of a “truer” authenticity than Bon 
Iver’s than a sustained parry of that 
terrible word. Not to forget, either, 


that Catacombs has been lauded in 
Vice and given Pitchfork’s Best New 
Music designation. Whether or not 
we’ve fussed our way into being able 
to describe what makes McCombs’ 
music so difficult to digest, there’s 
something tough and unyielding at 
its center. Partly I wonder whether 
this is what rock would sound like 
without Pavement, but mostly I 
listen. When it hits wrong, the bore¬ 
dom is palpable. But just as often 
Catacombs conveys the bottom fall¬ 
ing out of meaning in gorgeous slow 
motion, sfbg 

CASS MCCOMBS 

With the Papercuts, Girls 

Sept. 9, 9 p.m. (doors 8 p.m.), $14-$16 

Great American Music Hall 

859 O’Farrell, SF 

(415)885-0750 

www.gamh.com 



DREAMS COME TRUE: A DUET BETWEEN CASS MCCOMBS AND KAREN BLACK 


DUAL INTERVIEWS Cass McCombs and Karen Black 
— not exactly Marvin and Tammi, or Elton or Kiki, or Waylon 
or Tammy, but undeniably classic from the very first listen. 
“Dreams-Come-True Girl” kicks off McCombs’ new album 
Catacombs (Domino) in style, immediately staking a claim for 
song of the year. 

The partnership between McCombs and Black seems made 
in heaven — a strange heaven. It turns out that it was born 
from friendship: specifically, Black’s friendship with McCombs’ 
frequent collaborator Aaron Brown, who has created some of 
McCombs’ cover art and directed his music videos; and Black’s 
and Brown’s friendship with Bay Area filmmaker Rob Nilsson. 
“Rob introduced me to Aaron, and we just hit it off,” Black 
relates via phone from Macon, Georgia, where she’s auditioning 
actors for a play she’s written called Missouri Waltz. “I invited 
him to have breakfast. Then one day he said, Listen, my friend 
Cass is cutting a CD next Tuesday, why don’t you come by and 
sing with him? That’s all I knew. I just did it because of the trust 
I had in Aaron, and my opinion of Aaron.” 

Black’s trust is a reward to McCombs and the listener. 
Beginning in Buddy Holly territory, “Dreams-Come-True Girl” 
moves handsomely through contemplative passages before 
Black arrives. It isn’t an overstatement to say that she turns in 
a country-rock grand dame performance worthy of a Wynette 
or Loretta Lynn while very much putting her distinct stamp on 
the song, switching from sublime siren calls to comic dance 



“He’s just the darlingest boy”: the incomparable Karen 
Black happily sings the praises of her duet partner, 
Cass McCombs. 


requests on a dime. “She’s just a gas,” McCombs says admir¬ 
ingly from Los Angeles. “Out jaws were on the floor as she was 
riffing. She was in control. It was amazing to watch, and pretty 
inspiring.” 

Anyone lucky enough to have seen Black move from 
Bessie Smith to Katherine Anne Porter with graceful unease 
in her one-woman show knows that her musical performances 
in 1970’s Five Easy Pieces and 1975’s Nashville — two of 
McCombs’ favorite Black movies — merely hint at her vocal 


range and interpretive ability. Considering songwriters such as 
Dean Wareham have covered Black’s compositions, it’s bizarre 
that there isn’t a full-length Karen Black recording. Fortunately, 
producer Ariel Rechtshaid and McCombs are looking to remedy 
that situation next year. 

For now, Black is busy with the usual amazing array of 
projects, ranging from plays (readings of her Mama at Midnight 
have been put on in L.A. and New York City) to new movies (The 
Blue Tooth Virgin; a bit part in Alex Cox’s Repo Man sequel Repo 
Chick) and an HB0 pilot ( Magical Balloon) by the people behind 
Tim and Eric Awesome Show. 

As for McCombs and Black in “Dream-Come-True Girl,” their 
relationship continues to bloom with each new performance. 
“The two characters have evolved,” says McCombs. “Her char¬ 
acter is reaching out to mine and saying C’mon, let’s go! It’s 
Saturday, let’s go out and have some fun! My character defuses 
the situation and looks away. It’s easy for both of us to do those 
roles. It comes naturally” — he laughs — “I suppose.” 

“You know, I’m no dream girl,” Black says coyly. “But he’s 
so cute. They said, Come and dance for hours in your three-inch 
heels, and I said, Well, let’s try it. It turned out that I could do 
what the song was leading us to do, which was sort of flirt with 
him, sort of think about him, and sort of feel ridiculous because 
I shouldn’t be thinking about a young man like that. He’s so cute 
lookin’. He’s just the darlingest boy.” (Johnny Ray Huston) 
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Boss bashes for your three-day weekend BART attack: (clockwise from top left) 
Ellen Ferrato gets Blessed, White Girl Lust peep in on Studio SF, Ryan 
Twilight joins the Dub Mission, and Geneva’s Agnes rides the peaks. 



Werk 

By Marke B. 

markeb@sfbg.com 

SUPER EGO Things I’m loving so 

0 much lately, besides 
the way your new 
t used shoes go with 
f your new used hair: 

The awesome trip- 
disco movement, with 
the Lamb + Wolf and Soul Clap 
duos in the lead — dig Soul Clap’s 
“Great White Hope IV” mix at 
www.wolflambmusic.com — which 
fills out classic soul and R&B slabs 
with subtle, supple laptop hijinks. 
Young SF queen Chastity Belle 
wholeheartedly reviving old-school 
Liza, Sondheim, and Showgirls 
drag histrionics — frighten¬ 
ingly accurate! The new Spanish- 
German techno, revealed by the 
likes of Edu Imbernon, Coyu, and 
Nicone, which harnesses minimal 
techno and microhouse knob- 
tweaks to ethereal samba and salsa 
beats. And my favorite thing ever? 
BART runs all night on Labor Day 
weekend, so we can work it out on 
both sides of the Bay quickly, tip- 
sily, and conveniently. Tube it, baby. 

► STUDIO SF 

Two of our loveliest parties, Look 
Out Weekend and Go Bang!, com¬ 
bine their electro and disco spirits 
to update the future sounds of yes¬ 
teryear for right now, with White 
Girl Lust, Ken Vulsion, and the 


always perky Sergio of KALX. 
Thu/3 and every first Thursday, 9 p.m., 
$5. Triple Crown, 1760 Market, SF. 
www.triplecrownsf.com 

►AGNES 

Swiss decks heartthrob expands his 
ravenous-eared range from dubby 
minimal tech to roots house for a 
set that’s guaranteed to be full of 
audio Alpine peaks. He’ll be joined 
by Jan Kreuger of Berlin’s delicious 
Panoramabar. 

Sat/6,10 p.m.-6 a.m., $15/$20. 

EndUp, 401 Sixth St., SF. 
www.theendup.com 

► BLESSED 

A truly spiritual monthly Oakland 
affair, from the soulful house 
sounds of residents Rafriki, 

Discaya, and Kimani — plus spe¬ 
cial guest (and personal crush) DJ 
Ellen Ferrato — to the blessed out 
crowd of get-downers. 

Sat/5, 9 p.m., free. Somar, 1727 
Telegraph, Oakl. www.somarbar.com 

► GEMINI DISCO 

It’s been three wild years for the 
beautiful-yet-intellectual disco kids 
of mad monthly Gemini, and this 
champagne celebration with DJs 
Nicky B. and Derek Love should 
be a real corker. Lovely Le 
Dinosaur hosts. 

Sat/5,10 p.m., $5. UndergroundSF, 

424 Haight, SF. www.geminidisco.com 

► DUB MISSION 

Woah — DJ Sep’s groundbreaking 
dub and raga weekly is now official¬ 
ly a classic, celebrating 13 years, and 
untold influence on the current SF 


sound, by hosting a rad “dub sum¬ 
mit” that includes Twilight Circus 
Dub Soundsystem and Yossi Fine. 
Sun/6, 9 p.m., $15. Elbo Room, 647 
Valencia, SF. www.elbo.com 

► LABOR D'AMOUR 

Funky house and techno party 
mainstays Sunset and Stompy get 
wild in their inimitably sunny style 
at Cocomo, filling the giant patio 
with, yes, “all styles and smiles” — 
plus the sounds of Sascha Funke, 
David Harness, and a dozen more. 
Sun/6, 2 p.m.-2 a.m., $10/$20. Cafe 
Cocomo, 650 Indiana, SF. 
www.pacificsound.net 

► PARADISE LIVES! 

Even more disco! Honey 
Soundsystem name-checks the 
mother of them all, Paradise Garage, 
with this special installment of 
its weekly party, calling down the 
spirits with legendary Trocadero 
Transfer master DJ Steve Fabus. 
Sun/6,10 p.m.-3a.m., $2. Paradise 
Lounge, 1501 Folsom, SF. 
www.paradisesf.com 

► SIXXTEEN 

I’m totally wetting my petite BVDs 
about the glorious return, after 
a decade’s absence, of DJs Jenny 
and Omar’s raucous rock debauch. 
Peaches Christ hosts, FLAWK 
hands out drink tickets to flashiest 
thrashers and best-dressed punk ’n’ 
roll runaways. 

Sun/6,10 p.m.-3 a.m., $10. Cat Club, 
1190 Folsom, SF. 
www.sfcatclub.com sfbg 
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SATURDAY ■ SEPTEMBER STH 

FILO & PERI 

FEATURING: 

FILO & PERI. TAJ, VAHID 
KEVIN KIND, BB HAYES, FELIPE ALEVAR 
AUDIO 1 + SPECIAL GUESTS 

TICKETS m WANTICKETS.COM/1015 


SATURDAY ■ SEPTEMBER 12TH 

DJ ICON 

FEATURING: 

DJ ICON. TAJ. LYNDSAY, VAHID. HAC LE 
JAIME JAMES & BARCLAY SPRING 
KEVIN KIND, AUDIO 1, BRIAN V, J.STYLES 
CHRIS LAROT & ANTHONY DUONG 

TICKETS & INFO @ 1015 COM 


FRIDAY ‘ SEPTEMBER 11TH 

AFTERBURN 

FEATURING: 

AKIRA KITESI-II, TIPPER, GEMMY 
MARY ANNE HOBBS, NOSAJ THING 
MEAT KATI E. DYLAN RHYMES & MORE! 

TICKETS & INFO @ AN-TEN-NAE.NET 


SATURDAY * SEPTEMBER 19TH 

DUSTY KID 

FEATURING: 

DUSTY KID {ITALY), ROOZ, TAJ 
RANDY SEIDMAN, ROB BISHOP. AUDIO 1 
MARTIN ACQUIN 10 & KEVIN KIND 


TICKETS & INFO @ 1015.COM 




WET YOUR WHISTLE 
WEDNESDAY 

2-4-1 drinks from 5:30 to 8:30 


THIN CRUST THUR. 
$5 PIZZAS till 9:30pm 
Bounce Djs 
disco & disco edits 


Dj Darren D 

w/ guest djs 
$2 pints till 8pm 


BEATBRUNCH 
djs from 11am-7pm 

TO crafts of Mimosas 


Z MOJITO MONDAYS 
Q DJing: M3 & Leo J 

S $5 mojitos all day & night 
5:30 til 2am 


TACO TUESDAY 
$3 Tacos 
dj Cole & Guest 


hours M-F 5:30pm - 2am 
for night events check 
triplecrownsf.com 


1760 Market st. 


LIYE NATION COMEDY 



FROM BEST WEEK EVER AND 
LATE NIGHT WITH CONAN O'BRIEN! 

JOHN MULANEY 

NICK KROLL r SANDY STEC 


Alice @973 


SEPTEMBER 4-5 SEPTEMBER 4-5 

BROKEN LIZARD BROKEN LIZARD 
LIVE LIVE 



Featuring the stars and 
creators of Super Troopers, 
Beerfest and Club Dread 


Featuring the stars and 
creators of Super Troopers, 
Beerfest and Club Dread 


17 - SATURDAY 9/19 


w FROM HBO r SHOWTIME AND 

T COMEDY CENTRAL 

PATRICE O'NEAL 

MARONZIO VANCE. CREC EDWARDS 


TUESDAY 9/22 - SATURDAY 9/26 


FROM THE KIMS OF COMEDY! 

STEVE BYRNE 

JOEL OZBORNr DC ERYIN 




FRIDAY 10/2 - SATURDAY 10/3 


FROM BEST IN SHOW 
WAITING FOR CUFFMAN AND SEINFELD! 

LARRY HILLER 


WWW.PUNCHLINECOHEDYCLUB.COH 

MYSPACE.COM/PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB 
ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET BETWEEN WASHINGTON & CLAY 
18 & OVER • 2 DRINK MINIMUM 
ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES • 415-397-PLSF 


SEPTEMBER 18-20 
HEATHER MCDONALD 

a Lately” 

with special guest Whitney Cummings 


E] 


OCTOBER 2-3 
JOAN RIVERS 

From “The Celebrity Apprentice” 
and recently roasted on Comedy Central 


OCTOBER 8-11 
HAL SPARKS 

From “Queer As Folk” and 
VHI’s “I Love the 70s” 


I OCTOBER 15-18 
JIM BREUER 

From “Saturday Night Live” and 
Sirius Radio’s “Breuer Unleashed” 


ALL SHOWS: SHOWTIMES: 

Cover charge plus two Sunday-Thursday 8pm 

beverage minimum Friaay-Saturday 

18 & older with valid ID 8/T0:15pm 

915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 

Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 



Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are ^*1TI 
subjectto change without notice. All tickets are subjectto V#l 1*1 
applicable service charges. Charge by phone at (877) for Cardmembei 
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2284 Shattuck Ave 
Berkeley (at Bancroft) 
510.548.1159 


% 


ORQUESTRA UNIVERSAL 

|JK UVE SUSA & DUKE LESSONS 


2 


TROE-SKOOL PRESENTS: # 

THURSDAY THROWDOWN 
V/ REN THE VINYL 
ARCHAEOLOGIST & GUESTS 


"ONE BLOOD SOUND” PRESENTS: 

SAN QUINN 

RANKIN SCROO 

^ftgvjTj^rTjCKnjrfER^orj. 

M BR55” 

SOTAQUE BAIANO 

DJ RUEBEN 

"KracoFiicr 

DJS SMOKE ONE, 
ONE BLOOD SOUND 

LABOR PAY CELEBRATION! 


I RICHIE SPICE :: SEPT 11TH 


TUE: KARAOKE - 8PM SIGN UPS 


www.ticketweb.com 

www.shattuckdownlow.com 



SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY 
BRUNCH 
10 AM 


©DR. DEE TRIO 

Str8 Ahead Jazz 
6pm / free 


SNAKEBITE TRIO 

Nawlin’s Groove 




7pm/free 




SURREAL 

Island Groove 

10pm show/ $10 door @ 9 pm 


© 


CLUB KINGSTON 

Reggae Dj’s 

10pm show/ $10 door @ 9pm 




ERIC LINDELL 
BAND 

Swamp Funk 
4pmshow/$20 door (a) 3pm 



Labor Day Celebration w/ 

KIMMYLEFUNK 

Funkin’ Up Your Life! 
l-4pm 

THE RATTLECANS 

Rockin’ Blues 
4-8pm 

FREE ALL DAY! 


PIER 23 

(on Embarcadero) 

415.362.5U5 

pier23cafe.com 


On the eve of a new album release, comedian Brent Weinbach peels off one layer to reveal the Weinbach within. Traveling man A1 Green 
seems to think it’s funny, while Jonesin’ prepares for tour by taunting gravity with some aerobics. I brent weinbach photo by seth olenick 



Taxi cab confessions 



By Kimberly Chun 

a8celetters(® sfbg. com 

SONIC REDUCER We all have 

fantasies, and consider¬ 
ing the fact that he 
happily goes to the 
sick, hilarious places 
only you and your 
silliest, closest pals 
go, comedian Brent Weinbach’s is 
remarkably simple. He’d love to drive 
you ... no, not insane, but around in a 
cab. Of course, when the dream sort 
of came true — he got to tool around 
with a cabbie-curator for “Where to,” 
a 2007 art show of taxi-related art at 
the Lab — one bubble was brutally 
burst, spurring a joke, of sorts. 

“Not a lot of people got it,” con¬ 
fesses the longtime SF comedian, now 
based in his native Los Angeles and 
back in town for his Outside Lands 
fest performances. In the cab, he says, 
“I met a wide variety of people: I met 
two yuppie girls, a yuppie guy, and 
more yuppies — and a stripper. A 
yuppie stripper. 

“The point was,” Weinbach con¬ 
tinues, “I thought it was going to be 
more like New York City, where all 
kinds of people take cabs. But that’s 
really what it was — a bunch of yup¬ 
pies and a stripper. It turns out the 
only people who ride around in taxis 
in San Francisco are yuppies.” 

A disappointingly homogenous 
experience for a comic who has found 


plenty of very specific and strange 
black, queer, Chinese, Russian, 
Mexican, and just plain twisted voices 
to filter through his hilariously stiff, 
straight-guy comic persona — and 
despite the perk that, as a Travis 
Bickle manque, one would have a 
captive audience in the backseat. 

Still, cabbing it provided a theme of 
sorts for the wildly diverse array of 
live performance recordings, studio- 
recorded skits, and Weinbach-penned 
tunes and video game-inspired back¬ 
ing sounds making up the comedian’s 
second album, The Night Shift 
(Talent Moat), the focus of a release 
show at the Verdi Club on Sept. 11. 
Weinbach sib and comedy co-con¬ 
spirator Laura of Foxtail Brigade 
opens, along with Moshe Kasher and 
Alex Koll. 

The tunes on Night Shift are a 
new touch, setting me off on a day¬ 
dream about Weinbach doing the 
duelin’ piano (and laughs) routine 
with Zach Galifianakis. (Weinbach 
once teased the ivories professionally 
in the lobby of Union Square hotels 
like the Mark Hopkins.) “Sometimes 
I close my set with one of those 
songs,” Weinbach says. “After hearing 
the word penis’ a bunch of times and 
talking about poo-poo, it’s kind of 
funny to end the set with a sweet old- 
fashioned song.” He worries, though, 
about the track-by-track re-creation 
of the album at the Verdi Club: “I 
hope they don’t kill the momentum 


of the set.” 

Yet Weinbach is game — the ex- 
Oakland substitute teacher has had 
to be (memories of the letter from a 
student apologizing for calling him a 
“bitch” ghost-ride by). He dives into 
a rapid-fire, impassioned discussion 
of his comedy, which rarely discusses 
race directly, yet clearly emerges from 
the mashed-up, pop sensibility of a 
half-Filipino, half-Jewish Left Coast 
kid. 

“The only time I’ve ever talked 
about race is right after the presiden¬ 
tial election, when I wrote this: ‘On 
Nov. 4, 2008, history was made’... 

— I usually get a little applause here 

— ‘It was a remarkable thing to see 
so much of the black community 
come together and deny gay people 
their civil rights. So now that the 
black man is keeping the gay man 
down, that means gay is the new 
black. And that means suburban 
teenagers will have to get used to a 
whole new way of acting cool.’” 

Weinbach pauses, then explains 
heatedly, “I was really upset that 70 
percent of black voters in California 
voted against gay marriage, when 
this whole election was about getting 
a black president into office. It just 
blew my mind.” As for the joke itself, 
well, “It gets a good response, though 
sometimes people think I’m making 
fun of gay people or black people. I 
don’t even know what’s going through 
their head, actually. I do remember 


doing the joke once and hearing peo¬ 
ple hissing. It was like, ‘What are you 
hissing at? Are you glad gay people 
were denied their rights or are you a 
snake?’ And if you’re a snake, that’s 

OK ... ” ’ SFBG 

BRENT WEINBACH 

Sept. 11, 8 p.m., $10-$12 

Verdi Club 

2424 Mariposa, SF 

www.brownpapertickets.com/ 

event/72659 


ROMANCING THE STACKS 


JONESIN’ 

The cute couple loves their bub¬ 
blegum and Casio-pop on Hi, We’re 
Jonesin’ (Telemarketer’s Worst 
Nightmare). Thurs/3, 9 p.m., $6. 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, SF. 
www.hemlocktavern.com 

AL GREEN 

The rev has his finger on the holy 
trigger. Wed/2, 8 p.m., $56-$85. 
Warfield, 982 Market, SF. 
www.goldenvoice.com 

SF CENTER FOR THE BOOK 
BENEFIT 

Literati party down at a book 
arts-zine exhibit, with dance sets 
by Vin Sol, Honey Soundsystem, 
and Pickpockit. Fri/4, 9 p.m., free 
before 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Ill Minna Gallery, 

111 Minna, SF. 

www.lllminnagallery.com sfbg 
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Davila 666, Mannequin Men, NoBunny, Bridez 

PREVIEW Working its way through the ranks of punk rocks 
mmm prestigious pantheon, Puerto Rico’s Davila 666 is held in the same 
regard as King Khan and Black Lips, even sounding kinda Ramones-ish 
at times. Its debut self-titled release is on the label that can do no wrong, 

In the Red. Expect an onslaught of guitar fuzz, jangle, and theatrics, sung 
entirely en Espanol\ 

Co-headlining for the night is the Midwest’s own Mannequin 
Men. With a fresh summer release under their belt, Lose Your Illusion 
(Flameshovel), the boys take time out from “professionally” DJ-ing various 
Chicago bars and clubs to join the tour. According to the guy who books 
them, they like to spin in their downtime. Notorious for having an appetite 
for destruction all their own, the quartet should be in rare form on stage. 
They have a song called “WTF LOL” dedicated to the kids and their com¬ 
puter lingo. At first I wasn’t sure if I should be annoyed or amused. I’ll let 
you be the judge. 

Not to be outdone, Oakland’s nomadic NoBunny is East Bay garage 
rock’s answer to the Jim Henson-esque perverse puppets from the 1989 
film Meet the Feebles. The sleaze rocker’s mangy Muppet-like mask prob¬ 
ably smells as rotten as it looks. But it’s his sound that’s oh so sweet. He’s 
got a soft spot for oldies and does campy, quirky lo-fi homages. Check 
out his filthiness, cuz he’ll (probably) sing in his undies. In contrast, SF’s 
Bridez will add a “lady’s” touch to the evening. It’s hard to imagine the 
walls of Thee (tiny) Parkside containing all this rawk. Somehow I think 
it’ll manage. (Andre Torrez) 

DAVILA 666, MANNEQUIN MEN, NOBUNNY, BRIDEZ Copresented by Thee 
Parkisde and KUSF. Wed/2, 8 p.m., $10, 21 and over. Thee Parkside, 1600 17th 
St., SF. (415) 252-1330. www.theeparkside.com 


Music listings are compiled by Paula Connelly 
and Cheryl Eddy. Since club life is unpredict¬ 
able, it’s a good idea to call ahead to confirm 
bookings and hours. Prices are listed when 
provided to us. Submit items for the listings at 
listings@sfbg.com. For further information on 
how to submit items for the listings, see Picks. 

WEDNESDAY 2 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Boylion, Shovelman, James Michael and the 
Lower Case Letters Hotel Utah. 8pm, $7. 

Bye Bye Blackbirds, Rhubarb Whiskey, Billy 
Boys El Rio. 8pm, $5. 

Davila 666, Mannequin Men, No Bunny, 

Bridez Thee Parkside. 8pm, $10. 

Mike Donovan, Douglas Armour, Banaya 
Papaya Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, $6. 
rvi Enforcer, Slough Feg, Cauldron, Holy Grail 
“d Annie’s Social Club. 8pm, $10. 
pri Al Green, Orgone Warfield. 8pm, 
m $56-85. 

Derick Hughes Biscuits and Blues. 8pm, $15. 
Eric Lindell Coda. 9pm, $20. 

Mitchel Musso, KSM, Jimmy Robbins Slim’s. 
7pm, $20. 

Nels Cline Singers, Ava Mendoza Cafe du 
Nord. 9:30pm, $14. 

Papa Grows Funk Boom Boom Room. 10pm, $15. 

Shakewell, Paula O’Rourke and the Scarlett 
Bellows, SugarButtTiger Red Devil Lounge. 
8pm, $8. 


Skeelo, Paulie Rhyme, Bonus Traxx Elbo 
Room. 9pm, $20. 

BAY AREA 

Def Leppard, Poison, Cheap Trick Shoreline 
Amphitheater, One Amphitheater Pkwy, Mtn 
View; www.livenation.com. 7pm, $55.50-131. 

JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Ben Marcato and the Mondo Combo Top of the 

Mark. 7:30pm, $10. 

Cat’s Corner Savanna Jazz. 7pm, $5-10. 

8 Legged Monster Yoshi’s San Francisco. 8pm, 
$14. 

Lisa Mezzacappa’s Bait and Switch, John 
Shiurba’s 5x5 Climate Theater, 285 Ninth St, 
SF; (415) 704-3260. 8pm, $7-15. 

Shotgun Wedding Yoshi’s San Francisco. 

10pm, $14. 

Tin Cup Serenade Le Colonial, 20 Cosmo Place, 
SF; (415) 931-3600. 7pm, free. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Bluegrass Country Jam Plough and Stars. 

9pm, free. 

Freddie Clarke Pena Pachamama, 1630 Powell, 
SF; (415) 646-0018. 8 and 9:30pm; $12. 

Los Diablos de Amor Rasselas Jazz. 8pm, free. 

DANCE CLUBS 

Afreaka! Attic, 3336 24th St; souljazz45@ 
gmail.com. 10pm, free. Psychedelic beats from 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 28 » 



For Bottle and Party reservations 
email - bottleservicellparadisesf.com 
All Events 21+ 


MORE UPCOMING SHDWS 

Club S Thursday, September 13th 

Flourish Wednesday, September 16th 




CLUBS 

Presented by Skills featuring the best in 
Trance, Prngressive and Electro. This week 
features B33SDN, Justin Illusion, Kirin Rider 
and 9. 

3:3Qpm-2am 

No Caver BA ID:3Dpm, $3 After 

LEISURE 

DJ's Aaron, Dmar and Jetset James 
spin classic Britpop, Madchester, '90s Indie 
mod, and '60s Soul all night! 

IDpm-3am 

£7_ 

HONEY SUNDAYS 

Featuring: 

DJ Spun + Honey Soundsystem Resident DJ's 
2 for I Drink Special from IDpm-llpm! 

8pm-2am 
Nd Cover 

CDU-YAH! 

Coa-Yah! Wednesdays returns feat. 

DJ's Dannekah and Green B spinning 
Reggae and Dancehall all night 

Bpm-2am 
Nd Cover 




WIQ If! 

It’s Wig .Night st JTeW Wig City 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5th 


Best Wigs win tickets to see: 
The B-52's 

9/24 - The Regency Ballroom 

The Pet Shop Boys 
9/22 - The Warfield Theatre 

We sll got -Wigs, so... Let's go! 


BIG DANCE ROOM ★ WIG OUT & DANCE TO THE BEST OF NEW WAVE 
MUSIC AND VIDEOS WITH YOUR HOSTS a DJ’S * SKIP a SHINDOG 


THE UPSTAIRS ROOM ★ DANCING TO ALL NEW WAVE All NIGHT 
WITH RESIDENT 01 LOW-LIFE * GUEST DJ PRINCE CHARMING 


9PM-3AM ★ 21 +VALID ID ★ $7 BEFORE 10PM / $12 AFTER 
WWW.NEWWAVECITY.COM ★ NEW WAVE CITY IS ON FACEBOOK & TRIBE 


2 DANCE ROOMS 
4 NEW WAVE DJ’s 





375 11th STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 


S&s 

www.slims-sf.com 

333 11th St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333 


WED. SEPT. 2 • DOORS 6:30 / SHOW 7 • $20 ADV. / $20 DOOR 


MOVED FROM FILLMORE—ALL TICKETS HONORED! 

M MITCHEL MUSSO 


B HICBICBll 

mmm 

www.musichallsf.com 

859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750 


KSM ‘JIMMY ROBBINS 


THURS. SEPT. 3 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 8:30 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR 

BRAVE COMBO 

PINE BOX BOYS 


FRI. SEPT. 4 • DOORS 8/SHOW 9 • $14 ADV./$14 DOOR 

THE HUNDREDS PRESENTS 

ALEXANDER SPIT 
WITH OVERVIEW 
s 

J-BILLION • MC HOPIE SPITSHARD 
DJ ANT-1 • HOSTED BY LUCKY.I.AM 


SAT. SEPT. 5 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $26 ADV. / $26 DOOR 


I :a 4 I 


TRANSLATOR 

DEBORA IYALL (romeo void) 

BENJAMIN BOSSI 

(ROMEO VOID—SPECIAL ACOUSTIC SET) 
DJ CHOICE 


SUN. SEPT. 6 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

DAVY KNOWLES & 
BACK DOOR SLAM 


FRI. SEPT. 4 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $26 ADV / $26 DOOR 

iM TINTED WINDOWS 

FEATURING 

TAYLOR HANSON (of hanson), 

JAMES IHA (OF SMASHING PUMPKINS), 

ADAM SCHLESINGER 

(OF FOUNTAINS OF WAYNE), 

& BUN E. CARLOS (OF CHEAP TRICK) 

MAGIC CHRISTIAN 


I SAT. SEPT. 5 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $25 ADV. / $25 DOOR 

THE TUBES 

FEATURING FEE WAYBILL 

CAT MCLEAN 


I WED. SEPT. 9 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $14 ADV. / $16 DOOR 


I THE PAPERCUTS 

GIRLS 


THURS. SEPT. 10 • DOORS 7:30/SH0W 8 • $18 ADV./$18 DOOR 

BRENDAN BENSON 


FRI. & SAT. SEPT. 11 & 12 
DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $20 ADV. / $20 DOOR 

HOT BUTTERED RUM 

JERRY HANNAN BAND (FRI. ONLY) 
NICKIBLUHM BAND (SAT. ONLY) 




THURS. SEPT. 10 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 7:30 • $28 ADV. / $30 DOOR 

OBITUARY • GOATWHORE 

KRISIUN • THE BERZERKER 


All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim's at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage. 

Dinner tickets with reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru 
Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimstickets.com and www.gamhtickets.com. 

For tickets by fax info, call 415/255-0333 (Slim's) / 415/885-0750 (GAMH) • Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449. F -Baldwin 
Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final-no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled ^ 


SUN. SEPT. 13 

DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR 

SLAID CLEAVES 


qi bs^i 
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REVOLUTIONARY INDOOR GROWING TECHNOLOGY! 


State-of-the-art LEDS offer superior performance • Full-spectrum light for your plants 
Stays cool, easy to set-up and use • High yield without high power bills 


622 SHRADER ST. § HAIGHT • (415) 752-2160 • WWW.HAIGHTSOLIDSTATE.COM 


WED/2 

DANCE CLUBS 

CONT» 


Brazil, Turkey, India, Africa, and across the 
globe with MAKossa. 

Booty Call Q-Bar, 456 Castro; www.bootycal- 
lwednesdays.com. 9pm. Juanita Moore hosts 
this dance party, featuring DJ Robot Hustle. 
Hands Down! Bar on Church. 9pm, free. With 
DJs Claksaarb, Mykill, and guests spinning 
indie, electro, house, and bangers. 

Hump Night Elbo Room. 9pm, $5. The week’s 
half over - bump it out at Hump Night! Jam 
Wednesday Infusion Lounge. 10pm, free. DJ 
Slick Dee. 

Qool 111 Minna Gallery. 5-10pm, $5. Pan¬ 
techno lounge with DJs Spesh, Gil, Hyper D, 
and Jondi. 


RedWine Social Dalva. 9pm-2am, free. DJ 
TophOne and guests spin outernational funk 
and get drunk. 

Respect Wednesdays End Up. 10pm, $5. 
Rotating DJs Lonestar Sound, Young Fyah, 
Sake One, Serg, and more spinning reggae, 
dancehall, roots, lovers rock, and mash ups. 
Synchronize II Pirata, 2007 16th St.; (415) 
626-2626.10pm, free. Psychedelic dance 
music with DJs Helios, Gatto Matto, Psy Lotus, 
Intergalactoid, and guests. 

THURSDAY 3 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Answer, Sticks and Stones Red Devil Lounge. 
8pm, $10. 

Black Quarterback Coda. 9pm, $7. 


Blue Rabbit, Kirk Hamilton Group, Conspiracy 
of Venus Rickshaw Stop. 8pm, $10. 

Brave Combo, Pine Box Boys Slim’s. 8:30pm, $15. 
Heather Combs, Austin Willacy, Walty, 
Welcome Matt Hotel Utah. 7:30pm, $8. 
Greyhounds, Anthony Ferrell Boom Boom 
Room. 10pm, $8. 

Jonesin’, Sandwitches, Hanni el Khatib 

Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, $6. 

m Jucifer, Grayceon, Flood Annie’s Social 
^ Club. 8pm, $10. 

Mos Def, Erykah Badu, Jay Electronica Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, SF; www.livena- 
tion.com. 7:30pm. 

Nels Cline Singers, Ava Mendoza Cafe du 
Nord. 8pm, $14. 

Scene of Action, Fighting the Villain, Robots 
of Fury Bottom of the Hill. 9pm, $8. 

This is My Fist!, Airfix Kits, Robocop 3, 
Gunner Thee Parkside. 9pm, $5. 



MELODIES 

REVEALED 


PART RITUAL, PART ROCK CONCERT 

A SECRET CELEBRATION OF itOSH HASliANAK WITH 



SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19,2009 

THE SANCTUARY AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

2 LAKE STREET. • SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

9:00PM OPEN BAR RECEPTION * 10:00PM SHOW 

FREE! 


“THE SWAY MACHINERY MAKES THE ANCIENT 
MODERN AND THE MYTHOLOGICAL REAL" 

- tfJt e c U'//a^e r lbu'e 


MADE POSSIBLE WITH SUPPORT FROM CO-SPONSORS 


RtCHAUD AND RHODA 

GOLDMAN 

FUND 


KORET 


Tablet 

1 5rfiusic 


REBOOTED 


10 Q 
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A Palace to Match 
^ the Majesty of 
■3 the High Holy Days 

Please join the Kol Shofar Community 
for our 2009/5770 High Holy Day Services 
at the San Francisco Palace of Fine Arts! 


I 




EREVROSH HASHANAH 

Friday Sept. 18 
8:00 pm— 9:30 PM 

ROSH HASHANAH DAY ONE 

Saturday, Sept. 19 
2:00 pm— 5:00 PM 

Childrens Ed. Program: 

2:00 pm— 5:00 PM 

ROSH HASHANAH DAY TWO 

Sunday, Sept. 20 
9:00 am— 1:00 PM 

Family Service: 

2:00 pm— 3:00 PM 

YOM KIPPUR-KOL NIDRE 

Sunday, Sept. 27 
6:45 pm— 9:00 PM 

YOM KIPPUR 

Monday, Sept. 28 

2:30 PM— 5:00 PM 

(Yizkor Service 3:15 pm) 
Mincha/Neila 5:00 pm— 7:37 pm 
Childrens Ed. Program: 

2:30 PM—6:30 PM 


Ticket prices: $250 
(includes all services.) 

For security purposes 
each attendee will need 
their own ticket. 

The Palace of Fine Arts 
Theater is located at 
3301 Lyon Street in 
San Francisco. 

Ample free parking in lot. 

Please call 
415.388.1818 
or email 

sbrusman(a)kolshofar.org 
to order tickets. 



I 




Wfe 


Please Visit 
cafedunord 
.com 

Available for 
Private Rental 

Dinner <til 11PM 


Congregation Kol Shofar • www.kolshofar.org TDIYJKOLVlpSHOFAR 


WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 (9:30PM) 
& SEPTEMBER 3 (8PM) $14 (AVANT-JAZZ/ROCK) 
GUITAR PLAYER PRESENTS: 

THE NELS CLINE SINGERS 

AVA MENDOZA 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 4TH 9:30PM $10/$12 (INDIE) 

DIVISION DAY 

BAD VEINS 
LOVELIKEFIRE 
HANNI EL KHATIB 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 9PM $10 (INDIE) 

MAGIC BULLETS 

DREAMDATE 
YOUNG PRISMS 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6TH 8PM $15 (SONGWRITER) 

MAIA SHARP 

HEATHER COMBS 


MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH 8PM $10 (INDIE/WORLD) 
YONAS MEDIA PRESENTS: 

LITTLE COW 

LA PLEBE 
GO VAN GOGH 


TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH 9:30PM $10 (ROCK/POP) 

JL STILES 

SEAN GARVEY 
QUINN DEVEAUX 


WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 9TH 9:30PM $10 (ROCK) 

JACOPO (CD RELEASE) 

THE EGGPLANT CASINO • MICROPIXIE 


THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH 8PM $10 (HIP-HOP) 18+ 

40-LOVE 

THE PARK 
THE WHOOLIGAN 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 11TH 9:30PM $12/$15 
(JAZZ/ROCK) 

JFJO (JACOB FRED JAZZ ODYSSEY) 
THE LAST AMBASSADORS 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12TH 9PM $15 (R&B) 

LAVAY SMITH & HER RED 
HOT SKILLET LICKERS 

(CD RELEASE!) 


MONDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH 9:30PM $15 (ROCK) 

MONKS OF DOOM 

PENELOPE HOUSTON BAND 


TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 15TH 8:30PM $12 (INDIE) 

CHRIS GARNEAU 
CHRISTINA COURTIN 
EMILY JANE WHITE 


WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 16TH 8:30PM $10 (INDIE) 

THE LOVE LANGUAGE 
ALL SMILES (EX-GRANPAPPY) 


THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 17TH 8PM $15 
(EXPERIMENTAL JAZZ) 

THE SCOTT AMENDOLA TRIO 

W/ JEFF PARKER AND JOHN SHIFFLET 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 18TH 9:30PM $10 (ROCK) 

THE DRONES 

MODEL/ACTRESS • THE SPYRALS 
THE DUKE OF WINDSOR (DJ) 


2170 MARKET STREET • 415.861.5016 
Box Office Now Open for Phone Sales ONLY 
Mon-Fri, 2-6pm 
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MUSIC 


Unauthorized Rolling Stones Biscuits and 
Blues. 8pm, $15. 

BAY AREA 

Deadbolt, Chop Tops, Thee Merry Widows, 
Switchblade Riot, DJ Wednzdai Uptown. 8pm, 
$ 12 . 

JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 

Eric Benet Yoshi’s San Francisco. 8 and 10pm, 
$35. 

Eric Kurtzrock Trio Ana Mandara, Ghirardelli 
Square, 891 Beach, SF; (415) 771-6800. 
7:30pm, free. 

“Full Moon Concert Series: Harvest Moon” 

Luggage Store Gallery, 1007 Market, SF; www. 
luggagestoregallery.org. 8pm, $6-10. With 
RTD3 and Gino Robair. 

Marlina Teich Trio Brickhouse, 426 Brannan, 
SF; (415) 820-1595. 7-10pm, free. 


Stompy Jones Top of the Mark. 7:30pm, $10. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Dark Hollow Band Atlas Cafe. 8pm, free. 
Flamenco Thursday Pena Pachamama, 1630 
Powell, SF; (415) 646-0018. 8 and 9:30pm, 
$12. With Carola Zertuche and Company. 
Shannon Ceilf Band Plough and Stars. 9pm, 
free. 

DANCE CLUBS 


Afrolicious Elbo Room. 9:30pm, $5-6. DJs 
Pleasuremaker, Senor Oz, J Elrod, and B Lee 
spin Afrobeat, Tropicalia, electro, samba, and 
funk. 

Caribbean Connection Little Baobab, 3388 
19th St; 643-3558.10pm, $3. DJ Stevie B and 
guests spin reggae, soca, zouk, reggaeton, 
and more. 


Club Jammies Edinburgh Castle. 10pm, free. 
DJs EBERrad and White Mice spinning reggae, 
punk, dub, and post punk. 

Drop the Pressure Underground SF. 6-10pm, 
free. Electro, house, and datafunk highlight 
this weekly happy hour. 

Funky Rewind Skylark. 9pm, free. DJ Kung Fu 
Chris, MAKossa, and rotating guest DJs spin 
heavy funk breaks, early hip-hop, boogie, and 
classic Jamaican riddims. 

Heat Icon Ultra Lounge. 10pm, free. Hip-hop, 
R&B, reggae, and soul. 

Holy Thursday Underground SF. 10pm, $5. Bay 
Area electronic hip hop producers showcase 
their cutting edge styles monthly. 

Kick It Bar on Church. 9pm. Hip-hop with DJ 
Jorge Terez. 

Koko Puffs Koko Cocktails, 1060 Geary; 885- 
4788.10pm, free. Dubby roots reggae and 
Jamaican funk from rotating DJs. 


Lacquer Beauty Bar. 10pm-2am, free. DJs 
Mario Muse and Miss Margo bring the electro. 
Mestiza Bollywood Cafe, 3376 19th St., SF; 
(415) 970-0362.10pm, free. Showcasing pro¬ 
gressive Latin and global beats with DJ Juan 
Data. 

Popscene 330 Rich. 10pm, $10. Rotating DJs 
spinning indie, Britpop, electro, new wave, and 
post-punk. 

Rock Candy Stud. 9pm-2am, $5. Luscious Lucy 
Lipps hosts this electro-punk-pop party with 
music by ReXick. 

Studio SF Triple Crown. 9pm, $5. Keeping the 
Disco vibe alive with authentic 70’s, 80’s, and 
current disco with DJs White Girl Lust, Ken 
Vulsion, and Sergio. 

Toppa Top Thursdays Club Six. 9pm, $5. Jah 
Warrior, Jah Yzer, l-Vier, and Irie Dole spin the 
reggae jams for your maximum irie-ness. 


FRIDAY 4 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HO P 

Cafe R&B Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 10pm, $22. 

Division Day, Bad Veins, LoveLikeFire Cafe du 
Nord. 9:30pm, $12. 

m Drunk Horse, Green and Wood, Sea of Air 

W Knockout. 5-8:30pm, $7. 

Foxtail Somersault, Color Turning, Tomihira, 
Tracing Figures Red Devil Lounge. 8pm, $10. 
Hatchet, Havoc, Brocus Helm, Laceration, DJ 
Rob Metal Thee Parkside. 9pm, $10. 

DJ Lebowitz Madrone. 6-9pm, free. 

Mew, Funeral Party Independent. 9pm, $18. 
Neville Brothers, Dr. John Regency Ballroom. 
9pm, $50. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 » 
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AFRO-TROPI ELECTRIC- SAMBA-FUNK 

9/3 | AFROLICIOUS 

WITH DJS/HOSIS: 

, PLEASUREMAKER & 

$6 AFTER SENOR OZ, PLUS RESIDENTS 

I J ELROD & B LEE 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 

GARY WILSON and 
THE BLIND DATES, 

JAMES PANTS (LIVE BAND), 

JEL (ANTICON), 

ODD NOSDAM (ANTICON) 



SATI 


I SUN 


SPINNING ‘60S SOUL 45’S 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY 

WITH DJS 

LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 
PHENGREN OSWALD 

($5 DISCOUNT IN SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE) 


A BAY AREA EXCLUSIVE SHOW: 

DUB MISSION’S 
13TH ANNIVERSARY! 
feat.TWILIGHT CIRCUS 
DUB SOUND SYSTEM 
AKA RYAN MOORE 

(M RECORDS/THE NETHERLANDS), 

YOSSI FINE 

(EX-CENTRIC SOUND SYSTEM/ISRAEL) 

AND DJ SEP 

$12 ADVANCE/S 15 DOOR 

ADV: WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 

AND WWW.JAMBASETICKETS.COM 



ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 

SUKI EWERS 

(OF MAZZY STAR & OPEL), 

JACK TUNG, 
WESTBROOKLIN 

(FEATURING ANNIE LIN) 


UPCOMING 
THU 9/10 AFROLICIOUS 
FRI 9/11 EARLY: LITERARY DEATH MATCH 
LATE: TREAT ‘EM RIGHT 
SAT 9/12 TORMENTA TROPICAL: KINGDOM 
SUN 9/13 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 
MON 9/14 POJAMA PEOPLE FEAT. IKE WILLIS 
FRI 9/18 BROWNOUT / MANICATO 
FRI 9/25 SLAVIC SOUL PARTY 


ADV TIX: WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 

INFO: 415 552.7788 I WWW.ELEO.COM 


coda 


JAZZ SUPPER CLUB 

Dinner and Live Music Nightly 

Featuring innovative American/Mediterranean cuisine 


WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 2ND 9 

"special engagement" $ 

Alligator recording artist 

ERIC LINDELL 

Blues/R&B 

$5 DON Q RUM COCKTAILS ALL NIGHT! 


THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 3RD 

BLACK QUARTERBACK 

(feat members of Broun Fellinis) 
Jazz/Funk 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 4TH 

THE STRONG MOVE 
QUARTET 

Jazz 


10PM 

$10 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 

STEPPIN' FEAT. 
OSCAR MYERS 

Jazz/Funk 


10PM 

$10 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6TH spm 

Celebrate Brazilian Independence Day w/ $7 

MUCHO AXE 

Latin 

$5 LEBLON COCKTAIL SPECIALS ALL NIGHT! 


TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH 
Jazz Mafia Tuesdays feat. 

SPACEHEATER'S 
BLAST FURNACE 

Jazz/Hip-Hop 

$2 TRUMER PILS ALL NIGHT! 


9:30PM 

$7 


UPCOMING SHOWS 

9/9 B3 WEDNESDAYS FEAT. AMENDOLA 
VS. BLADES JAZZ 9PM 
9/10 KENNY BROOKS JAZZ 9PM 


codalive.com 


1710 Mission Street at Duboce 
San Francisco 

(415) 551-CODA 

Closed Monday 



917 FOLSOM @5TH ST. 

SAN FRANCISCO 415-974-1585 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 2ND 
WHORE FOR SATAN PRESENTS 
ENFORCER 
SLOUGH FEG 
CAULDRON 
HOLY GRAIL 
AND DJ ROB METAL 
DOORS 8PM/$10 ADMISSION 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 3 
PMR PRESENTS 
JUCIFER 
GRAYCEON 
FLOOD 

AND DJ FANBOY 
DOORS 8PM/$10 ADMISSION 
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 4TH 
PMR PRESENTS 
SMP 

(SOUNDS OF MASS PRODUCTION) 

STIFF VALENTINE 
SLAVE UNIT 

AND DJS BLAU + MR. SMITH 
+ PUNK ROCK-N-SCHLOCK BACKROOM KARAOKE 
DOORS 9PM/$10 ADMISSION 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 
PMR PRESENTS 
HIGHTOWER 
EMERALDS 
BOGUS TOKUS 
SPACE VACATION 

+ PUNK ROCK-N-SCHLOCK BACKROOM KARAOKE 
DOORS 9PM/$7 ADMISSSION 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6TH 
ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 
OLD GRANDAD 
FLOATING GOAT 
PINS OF LIGHT 

(MEMBERS OF HIGHTOWER / FLESHIES / 
DEAD AND GONE) AERIAL RUIN 
DOORS 6PM/$8 ADMISSION 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH 
CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY 
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH 

OPEN MIC COMEDY 

IN THE BACKROOM 
SIGN UP @ SFSTANDUP.COM 
6PM-9PM / NO COVER 
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8 
DRUNKEN MONKEY LOUNGE 
+ PUNK ROCK-N-SCHLOCK BACKROOM KARAOKE 
(FREE POOL / SHOT SPECIALS / $1 HAMM’S) 
9PM-2AM / NO COVER 
COMING SOON: 

9/09: BARBARY COAST BURLESQUE 
9/10: NECRITE, FELL VOICES 
9/11: WELCOME HOME WALKER (HAPPY HOUR) 
9/11: LOVEBUZZ: CLASSIC PUNK, ROCK, 90S 

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM TO 7PM 
21 AND OVER WWW.TICKETWEB.COM 
MORE INFO: WWW.ANNIESSOCIALCLUB.COM 






Patio Lunch Dinner 

Lunch Mon-Fri 11a-3p 

Happy Hour Tues-Sat 4p-7p 
Dinner Thurs -Sat 5:30p-1 Op 


prana 

RESTAURANT 

ALL ORGANIC 


540 Howard St. San Francisco 
Reservations: 415.278.0495 

www.pranasf.com 
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MUSIC 


FRI/4 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

CONT» 


Outrageous Cherry, Devon Williams, Thee 
Makeout Party Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, $8. 
Punchface, Triple Cobra, Chop Bottom of the 
Hill. 9pm, $10. 

SMP, Stiff Valentine, Slave Unit Annie’s Social 
Club. 9pm, $10. 

Alexander Spit, Overview, Trackademicks, 
J-Billie, MC Hopie Spitshard, DJ Ant-1 Slim’s. 
9pm, $14. 

Tinted Windows, Magic Christian Great 
American Music Hall. 9pm, $26. 

White Buffalo Hotel Utah. 9pm, $12. 

Gary Wilson and the Blind Dates, James 
Pants, Odd Nosdom Elbo Room. 10pm, $12. 


JVbb xn 

SPORTS & LIVE MUSIC BAR 


HAPPY HOUR | Mon-Fri 4 7pm 

$2 PBR and Tecate 

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY! 

CONCERT GOERS 
AFTERPARTY AT THE ARREY 
BEER OF THE MONTH... 
GUINESS $3.50 ALL THE TIME!!! 

FRIDAY, 4TH 

LIVE MUSIC w/ 

How to Make Swords!! 

SATURDAY, 5TH 

VIDEO Disco 

SUN 6TH 

Disco w/ 

DJ Schrobi Girl!! 

TUESDAY, 1st 

Keg Killers 9 ? 


Geary @ 5th • 415.221.7767 
www.abbeytavern-sf.com 



UTLOGS 

365 Club ™ 

1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 

FRI. SEPT. 18 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 
$15 • 18 & UP 

SEA WOLF 

THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY 
SARA LOV 


SAT. & SUN. SEPT. 19 & 20 • $25 • 21 & up 
SAT.: DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • sun.: DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 

BAJOFONDO 

FRI. & SAT. SEPT. 25 & 26 
DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $23. 2 i*up 

TAINTED LOVE 

9/25: MUSTACHE HARBOR 
9/26: BARELY MANILOW 


COMING 10/29: THE DODOS 

10/30&31: SUPER DIAMOND 
11 / 1 : DIRTY PROJECTORS 


BAY AREA 

Mos Def, Erykah Badu, Jay Electronica 

Paramount Theatre. 7:30pm, $39.50-79.50. 

Wallpaper, Battlehooch, Somehow at Sea, 
Suicidal Barfly Uptown. 9pm, free. 

JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 

Audium 9 1616 Bush, SF; (415) 771-1616. 
8:30pm, $15. 

Eric Benet Yoshi’s San Francisco. 8 and 10pm, 
$35. 

Black Market Jazz Orchestra Top of the Mark. 
9pm, $10. 

Miss Faye Carol and Her Trio Red Poppy Art 
House. 8pm, $20. 

Eric Kurtzrock Trio Ana Mandara, 

Ghirardelli Square, 891 Beach, SF; 771-6800. 
8pm, free. 

Strong Move Quartet Coda. 10pm, $10. 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS • 2 DRINK MIN. I 
GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING. TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE | 
CLUB M-F/10AM-4PM. • TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.TICKETFLY.COM I 


BIMBO’S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS I 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 EXT. 18 


Ineland’s 32 

THE PUBLIC HOUSE 

Full Bar, Great Grub, Pool, Darts, Big TVs, 
DJs, Live Bands, Happy Hour (4-7) 

WED 

SEP 

2 

KICKBALL PARTY 

8pm 

THU 

SEP 

3 

KICKBALL PARTY 

8pm 

B 

THE WEE 
LANCERS 

10pm 

SAT 

SEP 

5 

THE WRINKLEY 
BUDDLIES 


FRONT END 
LOADER 

9pm 

MON 

SEP 

7 

ULSTER CLUB 
POST SEASON 
SESSION 

TUE 

SEP 

8 

OPEN MIC WITH 
GRASSHOPER 

8pm sign up 

ALL SHOWS FREE 
www.myspace.com/irelands32 
Geary at 3 rd Ave • 415-386-6173 


DELIRIUM 

%. COCKUIl S 

$2 Tecate/$2.50 PBR pint 
Free Barbeque Every Sat & Sun 

vv/ "rr’S MONKEY 7 

WBJ SERGIO IGLESIAS - 60'!, SOBBIEGUM, g R‘H‘8 

T I, BUILT FOR SPEED 
Rocks Your Am! 


piv t as He* 

*/ VI NAStflt BLAStfn 


Ulet Panties 


DJ ROOST UNL 

16L/ SlvVA/ 


Monday Massacre 

M Dj Shane-In-Blood & Dj RRRinkles 
& Guests "HEAVY" 


T BLACK TUESDAYS 

W/ THE FIEND 


M 4-2, TU 2-2, U-F 4-2, S-S1PM-2 
HAPPY HOUR TIL 7PM 
3139 16TH ST. AT ALBION 
TEL. 415-552-5525 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNT RY 

Cuban Nights Pena Pachamama, 1630 Powell, 
SF; (415) 646-0018. 8:30pm, $15. With Fito 
Reinoso, and Eddie and Gabriel Navia, and Latin 
dancing Buena Vista style. 

Jeremy Serwer and Courtney Robbins Plough 
and Stars. 9pm, $6. 

DANCE CLUBS 

Activate! Lookout, 3600 16th St; (415) 431- 
0306. 9pm, $3. Face your demigods and 
demons at this Red Bull-fueled party. 

Bar on Church 9pm. Rotating DJs Zax, Zhaldee, 
and Nuxx. 

Matthew Dear, Alland Byallo Mighty. 10pm, 
$12. Spinning electronic pop, minimal house, 
acid techno, and more. 

Exhale, Fridays Project One Gallery, 251 Rhode 
Island; (415) 465-2129. 5pm, $5. Happy hour 



WED 9/02 DJ HOSES 10PM 
THU 9/03 DJSNACKFICHT iopm 
FRI 9/04 TOIL TEAM iopm 

sat 9/05 the kitchen iopm 

SUN 9/06 PJBODIE&DJ PUNCHES 7PM 
DJTOBYN 10PM 

MON 9/7 DOWNBEAT MONDAY’S 10PM 
tue 9/8 alcoholocaustw/ 

WHATSHISFUCK. DJ DENIM YETI 
& SHANE IN BLOOD iopm 
wed 9/9 DJ LOLA &DJ TOE-KNEE iopm 


3187 MISSION @ VALENCIA 
SAN FRANCISCO • 415.824-1447 
WWW.ARGUSLOUNGE.COM 


MUSIC. 

ART. 

DRINKS. 



JT^MADRO^ 


That feisty barmaid 
might finally pick up on 
what your laying down. 




500 Divisadero Street 
www.madronelounge.com 
$ I off your drink with mention of this ad. 


with art, fine food, and music with Vin Sol, King 
Most, DJ Centipede, and Shane King. 

Fat Stack Fridays Koko Cocktails, 1060 Geary, 
SF; (415) 885-4788.10pm, free. With rotating 
DJs Romanowski, B-Love, Tomas, Toph One, 
and Vinnie Esparza. 

Gay Asian Paradise Club Eight, 1151 Folsom, 
SF; www.eightsf.com. 9pm, $8. Featuring two 
dance floors playing dance and hip hop, smok¬ 
ing patio, and 2 for 1 drinks before 10pm. 

Laila Ruby Skye. 9pm, $20. An international 
sound experience. 

Look Out Weekend Bambuddha Lounge. 4pm, 
free. Drink specials, food menu and resident 
DJs White Girl Lust, Swayzee, Philie Ocean, and 
more. 

M4M Fridays Underground SF. 10pm-2am. 
Joshua J and Frankie Sharp host this man-tas- 
tic party. 

Oldies Night Knockout. 9pm-2am, $2-4. Doo¬ 






BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19™ 
415.824.1800 

ART BY CHRISTINA SHOOK 
“CHICKS ON BIKES” RUNS 
THRU SEPT. 


SAT SEPT. 5TH 

“THE ABADOX” (SEA.) 
W/ “WAUN JENOCIDE” 
(MEMBERS OF WALKEN, 
FLOATING GOAT) IOPM $5 


MON. SEPT. 7TH 

CELEBRATE NOT WORKING 
ON LABOR DAY W/ 
ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR & 
MOJITO MON. (4PM-2AM) & 
ENJOY ICHI SUSHI (6PM-9PM) 


MON - FRI 4 - 2AM * SAT - SUN 2 - 2AM 
HAPPY HOUR 4 - 7 MON - FRI 
WHISKEY WED * PBR & SHOT $5 
SATELLITE RESTAURANT * WEIRD FISH 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 


Come join us for our 

50t& s4tuUven&#/itf'! 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON TO 7 
MON-FRI 
ALL PINTS $3.00, 

24 OZ PBR $4.00 

• POOL TABLE 

• 5 TV SCREENS 
•GREAT JUKE BOX 

HEART OF THE HAIGHT 
FOR 50 YEARS 

TROPHY ROOM 

1811 Haiqht St. 

at Shrader near Amoeba 

415 752 2971 


wop, one-hit wonders, soul, and more with DJs 
Primo, Daniel, and Lost Cat. 

Popscene vs. Loaded Presents Rickshaw 
Stop. 10pm, $10. With Twelves, Tenderloins, 
and more DJs Omar, Aaron, and 
Sleazemore. 

Punk Rock and Shlock Karaoke Annie’s 
Social Club. 9pm-2am, $5. Eileen and Jody 
bring you songs from multiple genres to 
butcher: punk, new wave, alternative, 
classic rock, and more. 

Strangelove Cat Club. 9pm, $6. Sisters of 
Mercy tribute with DJs Tomas Diablo, Fact50, 
Justin, and Prince Charming spinning dark elec¬ 
tro, new wave, industrial, and goth. 

Upper Playground and Sonic Living Happy 
Hour Laszlo. 6-9pm, free. Resident DJs Amplive 
and Tourist with special guests. Drink specials 
and giveaways. 



PIRATE CAT RADIO PRESENTS ' 


lEAST^BAY PSYCHOFEST 2009 

.. 




THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 8P M 5121 

I FREE SHOW! 

IttUHtflK 


IBATTLEHOOCH* SOMEHOW AT SEA| 

SUICIDAL BARFLY 

|FIRST FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH, 9PM | 

] JUCIFEIV k\ 

The Ferocious Few 7‘ 

SASSY ' \ 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH, 9PM 

9/9 DOOR 9PM NO COVER! PIRATE CAT RADIO 
IMA TLIICI LOCALS ONLY 
UlU I mo! LIVESHOWCASE 

KEY2MYND, UROMASTYX, THE OUTLAW GROUP 
9/11 DOOR 9PM $10 

THE HOOKS 

LAPLEBE 

9/12 DOOR 9PM $10 

THE REVTONES 

MIGHTY SLIM PICKENS, BLUE DIAMOND FILLUPS 

9/17 THE AVENGERS, PANSY DIVISION 

1928 TELEGRAPH AVE, OAKLAND 
(510) 451-8100 
WWW.UPTOWNNIGHTCLUB.COM 


WWW MYSPACE COM/OAK LAN DM US I CSCE NE I 


30 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN I SEPTEMBER 2 - 8, 2009 
















































































MUSIC 


SATURDAY 5 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

B-Cups, Sweet Revenge, Smokejumper, Air 
Show Disaster Red Devil Lounge. 8pm, $10. 
Detonize, Vivid Sekt, Corpus Knockout. 4- 
7pm, $5. 

Rick Estrin and the Night Cats Biscuits and 
Blues. 8 and 10pm, $20. 

Fast Times Maggie McGarry’s, 1353 Grant, SF; 
(415) 399-9020. 9pm, free. 

Hightower, Emeralds, Bogus Tokus, Space 
Vacation Annie’s Social Club. 9pm, $7. 

Magic Bullets Cafe du Nord. 9pm, $10. 

New Radiant Storm King, Faking Your Own 
Death, Vir Hemlock Tavern. 9:30pm, $7. 

Nico Vega, Dirty Sweet, Gringo Star Bottom of 
the Hill. 10pm, $10. 


Stockholm Syndrome, Bret Mosely 

Independent. 9pm, $25. 

Tubes, Cat McLean Great American Music Hall. 
9pm, $25. 

Wire Train, Translator, Debora lyall, Benjamin 
Bossi, DJ Choice Slim’s. 9pm, $26. 

BAY AREA 

m Jucifer, Ferocious Few Uptown. 9pm, 
free. 

JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 

Audium 9 1616 Bush, SF; (415) 771-1616. 
8:30pm, $15. 

Eric Kurtzrock Trio Ana Mandara, Ghirardelli 
Square, 891 Beach, SF; (415) 771-6800. 8pm, 
free. 

Four Freshmen Yoshi’s San Francisco. 8pm, $24. 
Ricardo Scales Top of the Mark. 9pm, $10. 

Steppin’ featuring Oscar Myers Coda. 10pm, $10. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Thorny Brocky Red Poppy Art House. 8pm, 

$15. 

Carnaval Del Sur Pena Pachamama, 1630 
Powell, SF; (415) 646-0018. 8pm, $15. 

Kit and the Branded Men with Emith Plough 
and Stars. 9pm, $6. 

DANCE CLUBS 

Debaser Knockout. 11pm, $5. Wear your flan¬ 
nel and get in free before 11pm to this party, 
where DJ Jamie Jams and Emdee play alterna¬ 
tive hits from the 1990s. 

Everlasting Bass 330 Ritch. 10pm, $5-10. Bay 
Area Sistah Sound presents this party, with DJs 
Zita and Pam the Funkstress spinning hip-hop, 
soul, funk, reggae, dancehall, and club classics. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 32 » 
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JEBKBCEIDSIS® 

Hedgehog • Queen Sea Pig Shark 
Casino Pemon * Prunken Hu? 

HEALTH 

Mi Ami'Pictureplane 

MY REVOLVER 

'Zodiac Pcath Valley * the Pead Westerns 

ELLIOT RANPALLffll 

Pina Villalobos • Janies dePrato\! 1U7 

iTHE HONORARY TITLE 

Oood Old War* Cory Sranan 

JOEY CAPE 

Lagwagon 

Jon Snodgrass * Chad Rex 

Drag The River 


www.bottomofthehill.com 


1233 17th St in SF * (415) 621-4455 | 


«bottomofthehill.com/tickets.html 




THE FINEST OUTDOOR PAT/O SOUTH OF MAMET \ 


New & Improved 2pm-8pm 


* ★ 


HAPPY 

HOUR 


$3 WELLS SATURDAY 3-8PM 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY 


KUSF presents 

CbP* PAV/LA 666 
8PM/$10 MANNEQUIN MEN 
NOBUNNY 
BR/PEZ 

/SIM* this/ s my f/st 
Trrr airf/yr/ts 

ALL AGES ROBOCOP 3 

GUNNER 

WHORE FOR SATAN PRESENTS 

ISwiP HATCHET 

ALL AGES BR0C(JSmM 

LACERATION 
PJ ROB METAL 

^a»T JR8H °" 

, 3 ™ IMMCHCO 
ALL AGES HEMORRHAGE 


a™ BAY AREA P/SC 

FREE ASSOCIATION PARTY 

TWANG SUNDAY 

CM** BACK 40 
"II & FR/ENPS 


UPCOMING SHOWS: 

9/9 - HANK fV, ORABASS CHARLESTONS, 

CHEAP GfRIS 

9/ft - PUANE PETERS GUNFfGHT, 

BAPSTRtP, SASOUAFCH. 

HOUSE OF BROKEN PROMISES 

9/L2 - STAB CtTY, PRfMfTMS 

9/L7 - TURBONEGRA, SW/FCHBLAPF R/OT, 

MY PAR APE 

9/20 - THE SUBURBAN HOME RECORPS TOUR 
AUSTtN LUCAS, TWO COW GARAGE, 

MtKE HALE 

9/24 - CORMORANT, l/ELNLAS, FELL VOLCES, ELM 

9/25 - PEAP TO ME, NOTHfNGTON 

THE RE-VOLTS, SEMt-EVOLVEP SfMfANS 

LO/t - WE SHOULP BE PEAP, MALPROfP, 

THE HOOKS 

LO/2 - PESTROYER 666, THE AC OUSEP, 

WLTCHAVEN, V/ETUS MORTUUS 


adv tix through wm.miPAMWi.coM 

FOR MOM LISTINGS VISIT 
WWW.MYSPACC.COMITHFFPARKSIDE 

, 160017THSTREEM52-1330, 


hemlock 


between Post & Sutter 


415 / 923.0923 


MIKE DONOVAN (SIC ALPS) ,PM $6 

| § AEROBICS KING 


EARLY SHOW 
6PM $7 


LATE SHOW 
9:30PM $6 


JAPANTHER 


E * J0NESIN' 

SANDWITCHES 
HANNI EL KHA1 


OUTRAGEOUS CHERRY 9i30PM$8 


THEE MAKEOUT PARTY 

NEW RADIANT STORM KING 

„ FAKING YOUR OWN DEATH 
9 (MEMBS. OF ELEPHONE) 


MIDNIGHT STRANGERS 

| f TOUGH LUXURY 

THE CONS _ 

Z N PUNK ROCK SIDESHOW '° PMFREE 

s 9 W/DJ TRAGIC & DUCHESS OF HAZARD 

KARL BLAU «•»** 

NEAL MORGAN 
CASUAL FOG 

CLUB CHUCKLES PRESENTS 2 shows: spm 

& 10PM, $12 

a » REGGIE WATTS ADVANCE TIX 

^ WITH RORY SCOVEL NOWONSALE 

AND CHRIS THAYER 

WINTER'S FALL ">m$7 

i I TELEGRAPH CANYON (DALLAS) 


BARE WIRES 9:30PM $6 

__ BLOOD DRAINED COWS 
E £ (EX-ANGRY SAMOANS, ROKY & THE ALIENS) 


GLITTER WIZARD 

31 THE GROGGS 
DIRTY CUPCAKES 

IS. UNIT BREED 

p _ 

NO BABIES 

51 2 UP (JAPAN) 
AFTERNOON BROTHER 


^FRIDAY 
r NIGHTS 


at the deYoung 


September 4 

From 5-8:45pm with free programs and live music. 
Enjoy cocktails and an evening menu in the Cafe. 
Regular museum admission prices apply. 


• • 



VIEW the special exhibition Tutankhamun and the Golden Age 
of the Pharaohs. This exhibition presents 130 important objects, 
including 50 from the tomb of King Tut, and places the boy king in 
a larger context through an additional 80 objects from the tombs 
of his ancestors. Also on view, Art and Power in the Central 
African Savanna. 


DINE on a special Friday Night Cafe menu featuring a choice of any 
three small plates for $13 including dishes such as Dungenous 
Crab Cake, Fulton Chicken Tangine or Spicy Hummus. 

EXPERIENCE the John Santos Sextet with arrangements of music 
from Cuba, Puerto Rico and the United States. 

LEARN from Jonathan Elias as he discusses “Mummies Victorious! 
How the Dead of Egypt Conquered the World.” This lecture 
explores the Western fascination with Egyptian mummies from the 
Renaissance to the rise of modern forensic science. In the Koret 
Audiorium, 7-8pm; seating is on a first-come, first-served basis. 

CREATE your own mummy by wrapping newspaper with cloth strips 
and fish with a “funeral” mask. 


Friday Nights at the de Young is supported by the Koret Foundation. Friday 
Nights at the de Young is part of FAMSF’s Cultural Encounters initiative 
generously funded by The James Irvine Foundation, The Wallace Foundation, 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Columbia Foundation, and 
the Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation. 


toRET 

FOUNDATION FUNDS 


The 


IWallacel 


Foundation 


! Museum.n,.Library the James Irvine foundation 

! ctDwircc' 

• • • • 

• • • • • • • 


• •• 


• •••« ««••••••••••• 

• •• • • • 


Golden Gate Park 
50 Tea Garden Drive 
deyoungmuseum.org 
415.750.3600 


• • 


deYoung 
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MUSIC 


SAT/5 

DANCE CLUBS 

CONT» 


Fire Corner Koko Cocktails, 1060 Geary; 885- 
4788. 9:30pm, free. Rare and outrageous ska, 
rocksteady, and reggae vinyl with Revival 
Sound System and guests. 

Gemini Disco Underground SF. 10pm, $5. Disco 
with DJ Derrick Love. 

HYP Club Eight, 1151 Folsom, SF; www.eightsf. 
com. 10pm, free. Gay and lesbian hip hop 
party, featuring DJs spinning the newest in the 
top 40s hip hop and hyphy. 

Leisure Paradise Lounge. 10pm, $7. DJs Omar, 
Aaron, and Jet Set James spinning classic brit- 
pop, mod, 60s soul, and 90s indie. 

Moped Amnesia. 10pm. 

Rebel Girl Rickshaw Stop. 10pm, $5-7. A sex- 


ylicious dance party of girrrs, bois, and their 
friends with DJ China G. 

Saturday Night Soul Party Elbo Room. 10pm, 
$10. Sixties soul on 45s with DJs Lucky, 
Phengren Oswald, and Paul Paul. 

So Special Club Six. 9pm, $5. DJ Dans One and 
guests spinning dancehall, reggae, classics, 
and remixes. 

Spirit Fingers Sessions 330 Ritch. 9pm, free. 
With DJ Morse Code and live guest perfor¬ 
mances. 

Summer Saturdays Bar On Church. 9pm, free. 
With DJ Mark Andrus spinning top 40, mash- 
ups, hip hop, and electro. 

SUNDAY 6 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HO P 

Guitar Shorty Biscuits and Blues. 8pm, $20. 


In n’ Out Boom Boom Room. 9:30pm, $5. 

Davy Knowles and Back Door Slam, Rob 
Drabkin Slim’s. 8pm, $16. 

Adam Marsland, Adrian Bourgeois Union 
Room (at Biscuits and Blues). 8pm, $10. 
Midnight Stranglers, Tough Luxury, Cons 
Flemlock Tavern. 9pm, $6. 
pji Old Grandad, Floating Goat, Pins of Light, 
“ Aerial Ruin Annie’s Social Club. 7pm, $8. 
Maia Sharp Cafe du Nord. 8pm, $15. 
Stockholm Syndrome, Stone Foxes 
Independent. 9pm, $25. 

Wavvs, Ganglians Rickshaw Stop. 7:30pm, 

$ 12 . 

BAY AREA 

John Legend, India.Arie, Vaughn Anthony 

Greek Theater, UC Berkeley, Berk; 
www.ticketmaster.com. 7:30pm, 

$39.50-89.50. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 

Four Freshmen Yoshi’s San Francisco. 2 and 
7pm, $5-24. 

Lucid Lovers Harris’ Restaurant, 2100 Van 
Ness, SF; (415) 673-1888. 6:30pm. 

Rob Modica Simple Pleasures, 3434 Balboa, SF; 
(415)387-4022. 3pm, free. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNT RY 

George Lammam Ensemble Pena Pachamama, 
1630 Powell, SF; (415) 646-0018. 9pm; $10. 
Mucho Axe Coda. 8pm, $7. 

Quin and friends Plough and Stars. 9pm, free. 
“Songwriter Sundays” Yoshi’s San Francisco. 
8pm, $3. With Francesca Lee, Jennifer Faust, 
and Weather Pending. 

Tippy Canoe Velo Rouge, 798 Arguello, SF; 
(415) 752-7799. 2pm, free. 


DANCE CLUBS 

DiscoFunk Mashups Cat Club. 10pm, free. 
House and 70’s music. 

Dub Mission 13th Anniversary Elbo Room. 
9pm, $6. Dub, roots, and classic dancehall with 
DJs Sep, Yossi Fine, and Twilight Circus Dub 
Sound System with Ryan Moore. 

45Club’s Soulful Labor Day Funk Fest 
Knockout. 9pm, $2. With Dirty Dishes, English 
Steve, and dX the Funky Granpaw. 

Gloss Sundays Trigger, 2344 Market, SF; (415) 
551-CLUB. 7pm. With DJ Hawthorne spinning 
house, funk, soul, retro, and disco. 

Honey Soundsystem Paradise Lounge. 8pm- 
2am. “Dance floor for dancers - sound system 
for lovers.” Got that? 

Jock! Lookout, 3600 16th; 431-0306. 3pm, $2. 
This high-energy party raises money for LGBT 
sports teams. 


Look what Putumayo is 
serving up at Best Buy... 


BRAZILIAN CAFE 



Brazilian Cafe - Sensuous samba, bossa nova, 
and jazz from Rio De Janeiro and beyond 


Also on the menu... 



Cafe Cubano - Guajiras, trovas, boleros from the island. 
Italian Cafe - Classic & contemporary Italian songs 
French Cafe - Legends of French chanson & new voices, too. 


MARIN CITY 
120B Donahue St. 

SAN RAFAEL 
700 DuBois St. 

SAN CARLOS 
1 1 33 Industrial 


buy 


SAN FRANCISCO 
1717 Harrison St. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
2675 Geary Blvd. 

COLMA 

200 Colma Blvd 


EMERYVILLE 
3700 Mandela Pky. 


PINOLE 

1490 Fitzgerald Dr. 




san 

francisco 

1330 Fillmore Street 
San Francisco, California 
94115 




jazz club JJPJNESE restaurant 

YOSHIS.COM 


Oakland 

510 Embarcadero West 
Oakland, California 
94607 


Top 100 Bay Area Restaurants 2009 and Top 10 New Restaurants of 2008 

-San Francisco Chronicle 

Wed, September 2 (10pm, Late Show) 
tonight! Jazz Mafia presents 

SHOTGUN WEDDING SYMPHONY 

Wed, September 2 tonight! 

DAVE DOUGLAS & BRASS ECSTACY 

Thurs, Fri, September 3, 4 
(8pm, Early Show) 

THE BUND BOYS OF ALABAMA 

this Thurs, Fri, September 3, 4 

week! ERIC BENET 

weekend' Sat, Sun, September 5, 6 

THE FOUR FRESHMEN 

Thurs, September 3 (10pm, Late Show) 

CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE 

weekend! Sat, September 5 
(10:30pm, Late Show JUST ADDED!) 

TANYA STEPHENS 

Fri, September 4 (10pm, Late Show) 

MARCIA BALL weekZl 

Sat, Sun, Mon, September 5, 6, 7 

ERIC BENET weeJUS 

week' Mon, September 7 

THE BELLEVILLE OUTFIT 

Tues, September 8 next week! 

ROBIN DUHE 

Tues, September 8 (8pm, Early Show) 

SSSp RALPH CARNEY'S 

SERIOUS JASS PROJECT 

Wed, Thurs, September 9, 10 

BRIAN BROMBERG'S 

IT IS WHAT IT IS TOUR 
featuring Patrice Rushen, Will Kennedy 
Gary Meek 

Tues, September 8 (10pm, Late Show) 

S& ERIC McFADDEN UNION 

Thurs, September 10 

Open Dance Floor 

SILA & THE AFROFUNK 
EXPERIENCE 

Fri, Sat, Sun, September 11, 12, 13 

Celebrating 30 Years! 

HIROSHIMA 

Fri, Sat, Sun, September 11, 12, 13 

THE BAD PLUS 

Mon, September 14 

JOHN CALLOWAY 
&THE FLUTE ODYSSEY 

Sat, September 12 (11:59pm, Late Show) 

Beyond Jazz Music Series: Midnight Edition 

THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

featuring Nicolay & Phonte (of Little Brother) 

Mon, September 14 

BUCKWHEAT ZYDECO 

Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 

September 15, 16, 17, 18 

CHICK COREA 

STANLEY CLARKE 
& LENNY WHITE 

Sat, Sun, September 19, 20 

LIZZ WRIGHT 

Tues, September 15 

HYIM 

Sex In The Morning - CD Release 

Mon, September 21 

ERIC MUHLER QUARTET 

The Jury is Out- CD Release 

Wed, September 16 

DR. LONNIESMITH TRIO 

with Peter Bernstein and Bill Stewart 
with DJ Harry D 

Tues, Wed, September 22, 23 

SOULIVE 

with The Shady Horns, Nigel Hall 
and special guest FRED WESLEY 

Also appearing at Yoshi's SF September 24-25 

Thurs, September 17 (8pm, Early Show) 

SAKAI 


Thurs, September 24 

JOHN NEMETH 

Now Reserve Your Seats at Yoshi's San Francisco! 

Get Tickets atYOSHIS.COM / the venue box office/415-655-5600/510-238-9200 

All shows are all ages. All Shows Monday-Saturday 8pm & 10pm, Sunday 2pm & 7pm P*|v<Ofl 

(Unless Otherwise Noted). Open for dinner nightly at both locations. Late Night Menu Available. Ur*** 



WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 2 9PM, NO (OVER 

BAILA Ml CHA CHA CHA! 

(HA-CHA-CHA. MAMBO. MERENGUE, RHUMBA. 
BOLERO. Y MAS! 

W/ DJ NUNCA 
& VERY SPECIAL GUESTS! 


THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 3 9PM 
NO (OVER! 

DJ F00DC0URT 

AND HIS PALS 

ROCK. POP & SOUL 
FREE GRILLED CHEESE! 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 4 7:30PM, $7 

GO VAN GOGH 


EVERY FRIDAY AT 10PM, $5 

LOOSE JOINTS! 

VII DJS THOM THUMP 
DAMON BELL & CENTIPEDE 

FUNK/SOUL/HIPHOP/ AFRO-BEAT/4 MORE 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5 7:30PM, $7 

FLEETING TRANCE 
THE GOMORRAN SOCIAL AID 
& PLEASURE CLUB 


EVERY SATURDAY AT 10PM, $5 

EL SUPERRITNO 

WITH ROGER MAS & EL KOOL KYLE 

CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6 9PM 

KELLEY STOLTZ 
THE MOORE BROTHERS 


MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7 8PM, FREE JAZZ! 
THE MONDAY MAKEOUT PRESENTS: 

VIJAY ANDERSON TRIO 
DARREN JOHNSTON 
TOYKILLERS 


TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8. NO (OVER! 
EVERY TUESDAY AT 9PM 

LOST & FOUND 

DEEP & SWEET 60'S SOUL 45'S 
DJ'S LUCKY. PRIMO & FRIENDS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutrooni.com 
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MUSIC 


Kick It Bar on Church. 9pm. Hip-hop with DJ Zax. 
Religion Bar on Church. 3pm. With DJ Nikita. 
Stag AsiaSF. 6pm, $5. Gay bachelor parties 
are the target demo of this weekly erotic tea 
dance. 

SupaStar Sunday Blue Macaw, 2565 Mission, 
SF; www.myspace.com/citypage. 10:30pm. 
Hosted by SupaStar City with DJ Rick Lee. 

MONDAY 7 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Cold Cave, Crocodiles, Best Coast Knockout. 
10pm, $5. 

Little Cow Cafe du Nord. 8pm, $10. 

JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 

Belleville Outfit Yoshi’s San Francisco. 8pm, $10. 
Lavay Smith Trio Enrico’s, 504 Broadway, SF; 
www.enricossf.com. 7pm, free. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 

Israel Vibration, Giant Panda Guerilla Dub 
Squad Independent. 9pm, $25. 

Songs of Sea Labor Ferryboat Eureka, Hyde 
Street Pier, SF; (415) 447-5000. Noon, $5. 

With Salty Walt and the Rattlin’ Ratlines and 
Holdstock and Macleod. 

DANCE CLUBS 


Black Gold Koko Cocktails, 1060 Geary; 885- 
4788.10pm-2am, free. Senator Soul spins 
Detroit soul, Motown, New Orleans R&B, and 
more — all on 45! 

Going Steady Dalva. 10pm, free. DJs Amy and 
Troy spinning 60’s girl groups, soul, garage, 
and more. 

King of Beats Tunnel Top. 10pm. DJs J-Roca 
and Kool Karlo spinning reggae, electro, boo¬ 
gie, funk, 90’s hip hop, and more. 

Krazy for Karaoke Happy Hour Knockout. 5- 
9pm, free. Belt it out with host Deadbeat. 
Mainroom Mondays Annie’s Social Club. 9pm, 
free. Live the dream: karaoke on Annie’s stage 
and pretend you’re Jello Biafra. 


Manic Mondays Bar on Church. 9pm. Drink 
80-cent cosmos with Djs Mark Andrus and 
Dangerous Dan. 

Monster Show Underground SF. 10pm, $5. 
Cookie Dough and DJ MC2 make Mondays 
worth dancing about, with a killer drag show 
at 11pm. 

Network Mondays Azul Lounge, One Tillman 
PI; www.inhousetalent.com. 9pm, $5. Hip-hop, 
R&B, and spoken word open mic, plus featured 
performers. 

Spliff Sessions Tunnel Top. 10pm, free. DJs 
MAKossa, Kung Fu Chris, and C. Moore spin 
funk, soul, reggae, hip-hop, and psychedelia 
on vinyl. 

TUESDAY 8 

ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

rji Black Cobra, 16, Serpent Crown, DJ Rob 
“ Metal Knockout. 10pm, free. 

Karl Blau, Neal Morgan, Casual Fog Hemlock 
Tavern. 9pm, $6. 

Michael Burks Biscuits and Blues. 8pm, $20. 
David Cook Fillmore. 8pm, $32.50. 

Laura Cortese and Jefferson Hamer, Anne 
Heaton Elbo Room. 9pm, $7. 

JL Stiles, Sean Garvey, Quinn Deveaux Cafe 
du Nord. 9:30pm, $10. 

JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 

Dave Parker Quintet Rasselas Jazz. 8pm. 
Spencer Day Rrazz Room, Hotel Nikko, 222 
Mason, SF; www.therrazzroom.com. 8pm, 
$30-37.50. 

Eric McFadden Union Yoshi’s San Francisco. 
10pm, $14. 

“Jazz Mafia Tuesdays” Coda. 9pm, $7. With 
Spaceheater’s Blast Furnace. 

Ralph Carney’s Serious Jass Project Yoshi’s 
San Francisco. 8pm, $14. 

Ricardo Scales Top of the Mark. 6:30pm, $5. 

FOLK/WORLD/COUNT RY 

Kitten on the Keys Climate Theater, 285 Ninth 


St, SF; (415) 704-3260. 8pm, $7-15. 

Barry O’ Connell, Vinnie Cronin and friends 

Plough and Stars. 9pm, free. 

DANCE CLUBS 


Drunken Monkey Annie’s Social Club. 9pm, 
free. Weekly guest DJs and Hamm’s for a buck. 
Eclectic Company Skylark, 9pm, free. DJs 
Tones and Jaybee spin old school hip hop, bass, 
dub, glitch, and electro. 

Mixology Aunt Charlie’s Lounge, 133 Turk, 
(415) 441-2922.10pm, $2. DJ Frantik mixes 
with the science and art of music all night. 

Rock Out Karaoke! Amnesia. 7:30pm. With 
Glenny Kravitz. 

Share the Love Trigger, 2344 Market, SF; (415) 
551-CLUB. 5pm, free. With DJ Pam Hubbuck 
spinning house. 

Womanizer Bar on Church. 9pm. With DJ 
Nuxx. SFBG 


Since 1993-Proud to bring you fresh art & pure fun 



111 MINNA GALLERY 
111 MINNA STREET at 2nd STREET 

111MINNAGALLERY.COM • 415 974 1719 



111 MINNA presents: 

NEIGHBORHOOD SF 

a collection by San Francisco’s 
finest artists 
Sept. 3-26 

WEDNESDAY SEPT * 2ND 

QOOL 

Qool is the original clubbing happy hour. 
Get on the Q-list, go to qoolsf.com 
5-1 Opm FREE before 6pm | $5 cover 

THURSDAY SEPT. * 3RD 

NEIGHBORHOOD SF 
OPENING 

111 Minna Gallery is proud to host 
NeighborhoodSF, a group show featuring 
some of San Franciscofs most exciting 
and prolific artists. 

6pm-late 

FRI DAY SEPT ^ 4TH 

HAPPY HOUR 

DJ Bartenders Favorites Big Dave, 
Bryan, and Gabe 
5pm-9pm 

BOOKARTS 

ZINES 

Presented by Creative Minds SF, 
Honey Soundsystem, and NS 
9pm-2am | Free before 9pm 
$7, 9pm-11pm | $10 Cover 

SATURDAY- 

Closed for private event 

SUNDAY SEPT. ^ 6TH 

DOIN’ IT 
AFTER DARK 

Presented by Fran Boogie. 

Keep the party goin’ with Apollo, 
Shortkut, Sake One, and Mr. E. 

For more info go to 
http://www.myspace.com/franboogie 
10pm-2am 

MONDAY- CLOSED 

TUESDAY-ONLY OPEN 
FOR GALLERY HOURS 

LOOK HERE FOR MORE: 

punksgitcut.blogspot.com 
mtstmtn.com 
111 minnagallery.com 


HELP WANTED 


The San Francisco Bay Guardian, the nation's largest independently owned 
alternative newsweekly is growing its sales team! 



We are looking for the right individual to join our creative and progressive 
work environment and help promote the Guardian's entire media platform including 

online, mobile, local digital project and more. 

If you are a money-motivated individual who can think on one's feet and appreciate the people and culture of 
San Francisco, please see a full description of positions available at www.sfbg.com/jobs 

GUARDIAN 



Serving Lunch, Primch, 

Cocktails £- Appetizers 

Live Salsa Saturday 

With Outdoor WQ. 5pm 

Live Latin Sounds 
Sunday 

With Outdoor 55Q 5pm 

Taco Tuesdays 

Tuesdays 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
*1.50 Tacos 
Peer Specials 

Oyster Thursdays 

Thursdays 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
*1.50 Fresh 
Shucked Oysters 




TICKETS FROM $10 POSSIBLE BY 

GROUPS OF 15+, CALL 415.439.2473 

ACT-SF.ORG | 4I5.749.2ACT ”BSS~ 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS Nancy Livingston and Fred Levin, The Shenson Foundation 


american conservatory theater 

415 GEARY STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 


AMERICAN CONSERVATORY THEATER and KNEEHIGH THEATRE PRESENT 


DIRECTED and ADAPTED FOR THE STAGE ^ EMMA RICE 

Originally produced by David Pugh & Dafydd Rogers and Cineworld 


★ ★★★ 


“KNEEHIGH USES ITS 

JOYOUS THEATRICALITY 

TO BRING A CINEMATIC ICON TO LIFE ” 


FINANCIAL TIMES (LONDON) 
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ww.mi nxd ri nx.com 


827 Sutter St. San Francisco 
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$ 415 , 346.7666 


THE UNION ROOM 


I IVK MUSIC*RESTAURANT' KUI I BAR 


9/2 Emily Rath. 

(P*P stager) 

9/3 Brent Jordan. 

(indie pop) 

9/4 Doublelion. 

(regain?) 

9/S Acacia Collective* 

(Folk rock) 

9/6 Adam Marsland. 

(npck pop) 

9/7 Kevin Russell, 

(blues) 

HAPPY HOUR DAILY4-6PM $3 BEER 


401 MASON ST.-SAN FRANCISCO 

415.9 31.6012 •THEUNION RO OM. CO M 



SAN FRANCISCO 
2350 Market St. 
(415) 282-8000 

streetlightrecords.com 

Some restrictions may apply 


FROM THE DIRECTOR OF SPRING AWAKENING 

GREEN Din ★ ★ 



* * * * * 


World premiere 
Starts Friday! 


Tickets $32+ Call 510 647-2949 

under 3 o ? 'a price! Click berkeleyrep.org 

Lead Sponsor Levis Sponsor 



Berkeley Rep 


Join us Friday, Sep i 8 at the 
coolest party for the under- 
30 crowd. Enjoy half-price 
cocktails before the show and 
a post-show party with tunes 
from DJ Alabaster, delicious 
bites from Meridian, beer 
from Pyramid Brewery, 
and wine from Raymond 
Vineyards. All free with your 
half-price ticket! 


BELOW 


Sponsored by 


apuribureu uy 

GUARDIAN 


© Berkeley Rep 


Season Sponsors 



WELLS 

FARGO 



THURSDAY- SEPTEMBER 3 • 6PM 

GEORGIA ANNE MULDROW 
& DUDLEY PERKINS 

Los Angeles dynamic duo Georgia Anne Muldrow & 
Dudley Perkins (a.k.a. G&D) present a spiritual mes¬ 
sage of hope, light, & love loaded with bounce & funk 
on their excellent debut album Message Uni Versa. 
Their fusion of original funk and dusted hip-hop is a 
soul revolution. G&D are fearless innovators. 

THURSDAY • SEPTEMBER 10 • 6 PM 

VIVIAN GIRLS 

Swirling noise-loving Brooklynites the Vivian Girls’ soph¬ 
omore album Everything Goes Wrong hits the shelves on 
9/9. Whilst the girls have again captured their raw, fun 
edge, it is a darker, moodier album than its predecessor. 
Also catch them at the Rickshaw Stop on 9/9! 


TUESDAY'S 

EPTEMBER15-GPM 

GIRLS 

© BERKELEY: 


THURSDAY - SEPTEMBER 17 - 6PM 
AMOEBA HOME GROWN PRESENTS: 

DAMON & THE HEATHENS 

Damon & The Heathens are a 6-piece punk soul band from 
Oakland who combine the sounds of New Orleans brass 
bands with Detroit garage rock, blues, jazz, & funk to cre¬ 
ate a sound best described as horn-fueled Oakland grit. 

VINYL SATURDAY - SEPL 5THU 

Vinyl Saturday is a brand new monthly offering 
from the fine folks that have brought us Record 
Store Day. Purchase exclusive 7”s, 12 s. & 
LPs from Mars Volta, Big Star, The Avett Broth¬ 
ers, and more. Supplies are limited, so come 
early and get yours while supplies last! 

AMOEBA SAN FRANCISCO 

1855 HAIGHT STREET - (415)831-1200 

AMOEBA BERKELEY 

2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE • (510) 549-1125 

WWW.AMOEBA.COM 

WE VALIDATE PARKING! HAIGHT 8 STANYAN LOtTn SF 
AND SflTHER SATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY! 


club list 

AMNESIA 

853 Valencia 
(415) 970-0012 

ANNIE’S SOCIAL 
CLUB 

917 Folsom 
(415) 974-1585 

ARGUS LOUNGE 

3187 Mission 
(415) 824-1447 

ASIASF 

201 Ninth St 
(415) 255-2742 

ATLAS CAFE 

3049 20th St 
(415) 648-1047 

ATMOSPHERE 3 

447 Broadway 
(415) 788-4623 

BAMBUDDHA 

LOUNGE 

601 Eddy 
(415) 885-5088 

BAOBAB 

3388 19th St 
(415) 643-3558 

BAR ON CHURCH 

198 Church 
(415) 861-7499 

BEAUTY BAR 

2299 Mission 
(415) 285-0323 

BIMBO’S 
365 CLUB 

1025 Columbus 
(415) 474-0365 

BISCUITS 
AND BLUES 

401 Mason 
(415) 292-2583 

BOLLYHOODCAFE 

3372 19th St 
(415) 970-0362 

BOOM BOOM ROOM 

1601 Fillmore 
(415) 673-8000 

BOTTOM 
OF THE HILL 

1233 17th St 
(415) 621-4455 

BROADWAY 

STUDIOS 

435 Broadway 
(415) 291-0333 

BRUNO’S 

2389 Mission 
(415) 643-5200 

CAFECOCOMO 

650 Indiana 
(415) 824-6910 

CAFE DU NORD 

2170 Market 
(415) 861-5016 

CASANOVA 

LOUNGE 

527 Valencia 
(415) 863-9328 

CAT CLUB 

1190 Folsom 
(415) 431-3332 
CLUB DELUXE 
1509 Haight 
(415) 552-6949 
CLUB 525 
525 Howard 
(415) 339-8686 
CLUB SIX 
60 Sixth St 
(415) 863-1221 
CODA 

1710 Mission 
(415) 551-2632 

DALVA 

312116th St 
(415) 252-7740 

DELIRIUM 

3139 16th St 
(415) 552-5525 

DNALOUNGE 

375 11th St 
(415) 626-1409 

DOLORES PARK 
CAFE 

501 Dolores 

(414) 621-2936 

DOUBLE DUTCH 

3192 16th St 

(415) 503-1670 

EAGLE TAVERN 

398 12th St 
(415) 626-0880 


EDINBURGH 
CASTLE PUB 

950 Geary 
(415) 885-4074 

ELBO ROOM 

647 Valencia 
(415) 552-7788. 

ELEMENT LOUNGE 

1028 Geary 
(415) 571-1362 

ENDUP 

401 Sixth St 
(415) 357-0827 

FILLMORE 

1805 Geary 
(415) 346-6000 

540 CLUB 

540 Clement 
(415) 752-7276 

FLUID ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

662 Mission 
(415) 615-6888 

GLAS KAT 

520 Fourth St 
(415) 495-6626 

GRANT AND GREEN 

1371 Grant 
(415) 693-9565 

GREAT AMERICAN 
MUSIC HALL 

859 O’Farrell 
(415) 885-0750 

HEMLOCK TAVERN 

1131 Polk 
(415) 923-0923 

HIFI 

2125 Lombard 
(415) 345-TONE 

HOTEL UTAH 
SALOON 

500 Fourth St 
(415) 546-6300 

HOUSE OF SHIELDS 

39 New 
Montgomery 
(415) 495-5436 

ICON ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

1192 Folsom 
(415) 626-4800 

INDEPENDENT 

628 Divisadero 
(415) 771-1421 

INFUSION LOUNGE 

124 Ellis 
(415) 421-8700 

IRELAND’S 32 

3920 Geary 
(415) 386-6173 

JOHNNY FOLEY’S 

243 O’Farrell 
(415) 954-0777 

KIMO’S 

1351 Polk 
(415) 885-4535 

KNOCKOUT 

3223 Mission 
(415) 550-6994 

LASZLO 

2526 Mission 
(415) 401-0810 

LEXINGTON CLUB 

346419th St 
(415) 863-2052 

LINGBA LOUNGE 

1469 18th St 
(415) 355-0001 

LI PO LOUNGE 

916 Grant 
(415) 982-0072 

MADRONELOUNGE 

500 Divisadero 
(415) 241-0202 

MAKE-OUT ROOM 

3225 22nd St 
(415) 647-2888 

MEZZANINE 

444 Jessie 
(415) 625-8880 

MIGHTY 

119 Utah 
(415) 626-7001 

MILK 

1840 Haight 
(415) 387-6455 

MISSION ROCK 
CAFE 

817 Terry Francois 
(415) 626-5355 
MOJITO 
1337 Grant 
(415) 398-1120 


NICKIE’S 

466 Haight 
(415) 255-0300 

111 MINNA 
GALLERY 

111 Minna 
(415) 974-1719 

PARADISE LOUNGE 

1501 Folsom 
(415) 252-5018 

PARKSIDE 

160017th St 
(415) 252-1330 

PIER 23 

Pier 23 

(415) 362-5125 

PLOUGH AND 
STARS 

116 Clement 
(415) 751-1122 

POLENG LOUNGE 

1751 Fulton 
(415) 441-1710 

PURPLE ONION 

140 Columbus 
(415) 217-8400 

RASSELAS JAZZ 

1534 Fillmore 
(415) 346-8696 

RED DEVIL LOUNGE 

1695 Polk 
(415) 921-1695 

RED POPPY ART 
HOUSE 

2698 Folsom 
(415) 826-2402 

REGENCY 

BALLROOM 

1300 Van Ness 
(415) 673-5716 

RETOX LOUNGE 

628 20th St 
(415) 626-7386 

RICKSHAW STOP 

155 Fell 

(415) 861-2011 

EL RINCON 

2700 16th St 
(415) 437-9240 

EL RIO 

3158 Mission 
(415) 282-3325 

RIPTIDE BAR 

3639Taraval 
(415) 240-8360 

ROCK-IT ROOM 

406 Clement 
(415) 387-6343 

RUBY SKYE 

420 Mason 
(415) 693-0777 

SAVANNAJAZZ 

2937 Mission 
(415) 285-3369 

SHANGHAI 1930 

133 Steuart 
(415) 896-5600 
SHINE DANCE 
LOUNGE 
1337 Mission 
(415) 255-1337 
SKYLARK 
3089 16th St 
(415) 621-9294 
SLIDE 
430 Mason 
(415) 421-1916 
SLIM’S 
333 11th St 
(415) 255-0333 
SPACE 550 
550 Barneveld 
(415) 550-8286 
STUD 

399 Ninth St 
(415) 252-7883 

SUPPERCLUB 

657 Harrison 
(415) 348-0900 
TEMPLE 
540 Howard 
(415) 978-9942 
1015 FOLSOM 
1015 Folsom 
(415) 431-1200 
330 RITCH 
330 Ritch 
(415) 541-9574 
TOP OF THE MARK 
Mark Hopkins 
Intercontinental 
Hotel 
1 Nob Hill 
(415) 616-6916 


TRIPLE CROWN 

1760 Market 
(415) 863-3516 

TUNNEL TOP 

601 Bush 
(415) 986-8900 

UNDERGROUND SF 

424 Haight 
(415) 864-7386 

VELVET LOUNGE 

443 Broadway 
(415) 788-0228 

WARFIELD 

982 Market 
(415) 775-7722 

YOSHI’S SAN 
FRANCISCO 

1330 Fillmore 
(415) 655-5600 

BAY AREA 
ALBATROSS PUB 

1822 San Pablo, 

Berk 

(510) 843-2473 

ANNA’S JAZZ 
ISLAND 

2120 Allston Way, 
Berk 

(510) 841-JAZZ 

ASHKENAZ 

1317 San Pablo, 

Berk 

(510) 525-5054 
BECKETT’S 
2271 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 647-1790 
BIG FOX THEATRE 
2215 Broadway, 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-4119 
BLAKES 
2367 Telegraph, 

Berk 

(510) 848-0886 

CAFE VAN KLEEF 

1621 Telegraph, 

Oakl 

(510) 763-7711 

FOX THEATER 

1807 Telegraph, 

Oakl 

1-800-745-3000 

FREIGHT AND 
SALVAGE COFFEE 
HOUSE 

1111 Addison, Berk 
(510) 548-1761 

JAZZSCHOOL 

2087 Addison, Berk 
(510) 845-5373 

JUPITER 

2181 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) THE-ROCK 

LITTLE FOX 
THEATRE 

2209 Broadway, 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-4119 

19 BROADWAY 

17 Broadway, 

Fairfax 

(415) 459-1091 

924 GILMAN 
STREET PROJECT 

924 Gilman, Berk 
(510) 525-9926 

PARAMOUNT 

THEATRE 

2025 Broadway, 

Oakl 

(510) 465-6400 

LA PENA CULTURAL 
CENTER 

3104 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 849-2568 

SHATTUCK DOWN 
LOW 

2284 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 548-1159 

STARRY PLOUGH 

3101 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) 841-2082 

STORK CLUB 

2330 Telegraph, 

Oakl 

(510) 444-6174 
21 GRAND 
416 25th St, Oakl 
(510) 444-7263 
UPTOWN 
1928 Telegraph, 

Oakl 

(510) 451-8100 

YOSHI’S 

510 Embarcadero 
West 

Jack London Square, 
Oakl 

(510) 238-9200 
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Family ties become irrevocably tangled in Octavio Solis’ El Otro , with young Romy 
(Maria Candelaria, far left) caught between father figures Lupe (Sean San Jose, far 
left) and Ben (Johnny Moreno, with blanket, next to Richard Talavera, in hat). 
At right, Ben and Lupe square off as tensions rise. I photo by allan s. manolo 



Border bender 

Thick Description’s revival of Octavio 
Solis’s El Otro is a trip 


By Robert Avila 

a&eletters(® sfbg.com 

Heading south across the Rio 
Grande, their pants and shoes raised 
high over their heads, a 13-year-old 
Mexican American girl named Romy 
(Maria Candelaria) and her two sort- 
of fathers — inveterate bad boy Lupe 
(Sean San Jose) and straight-laced 
new stepdad Ben (Johnny Moreno) 

— wade into the past as their only 
way forward. In what you could call 
a return to the repressed, they find 
themselves in an in-between world of 
haunted memories and intersecting 
fates, devilish plans and sweet, unex¬ 
pected salvation. 

This is Octavio Solis territory 
par excellence, the playwright who 
for the last three decades has mapped 
landscapes personal, psychical, and 
political at once: this is Dreamlandia , 
or the coma realm where Lydia com¬ 
munes with her counterpart Ceci 
across space and multiple other 
barriers. Here, in lyrical, fiercely 
funny and sublimely violent El Otro 

— revived, and revised by Solis, as 
part of Thick Description’s 20th 
anniversary season — Texas and 
Mexico dissolve in peyote-fueled 
depths of meaning and contradiction 
along a border never as solid or sure 


as anyone thinks. Even the tattoo 
off her dad Lupe’s back (Rhonnie 
Washington) — a black man in a 
black cowboy suit riding to the rescue 
with irrelevant Berlitz Spanish — is 
anything but two-dimensional. 

But back to the setting: it’s the 
1980s, it’s a Monday, it’s Reagan’s 
“Morning in America,” which is 
to say it feels like the start and the 
end of something big. Romy, having 
lived with Lupe since her mother 
Nina (a sharp Presciliana Esparolini) 
left him for good, is getting the 
hand-off. Nina’s new love, Ben, 
pressed and manly in his private’s 
uniform, has come to pick her up 
and take her back to her mother. 

But Lupe isn’t willing to let her go 
that easy, insisting Ben accompany 
him to retrieve a present he bought 
her. Lupe’s behavior — erratic, coy, 
in no way to be trusted — wor¬ 
ries the private everyone insists 
on calling “Sarge.” But he sees no 
alternative and does his best to be 
mature, responsible, and agreeable 
as both Lupe and Romy gradually 
reduce him to a shattered mess. 

What emerges afterward is a secret 
family history just hinted at before, 
and a strange, almost surreal plot of 
atonement-revenge devised by Lupe 
in cahoots with a rancher (Richard 


Talavera) and his wife (Wilma 
Bonet). 

In what Thick Description 
announced will be its last produc¬ 
tion in its Potrero District black box 
theater, artistic director Tony Kelly 
stages the play in stark, bare-bones 
fashion, the play’s moods and set¬ 
tings conveyed largely by the actors, 
along with choice lighting cues from 
Rick Martin and flashes of musi¬ 
cal coloring courtesy of Vincent 
Montoya, with Seventy and the 
Tattooed Love Dogs. 

The spare stage gives rein to a 
fluid pace in sync with the play’s 
consciousness-slipping style, but 
Kelly’s normally very sharp eye 
seemed less trained than usual at 
times. The music cues could feel 
cramped and sometimes engulfed 
a line or two, and opening night’s 
performances were in some places 
still gelling. San Jose prowled and 
shook the stage with a ferocious, 
concentrated energy and a crisp 
sardonic wit, but that intensity 
was matched only part of the time 
by Moreno’s proudly square and 
increasingly overwhelmed stepdad, 
or by Candelaria’s Romy, who felt 
initially a bit rote and could be diffi¬ 
cult to hear. Both actors came much 
more to the fore in the second act, 
however. And as a first act closer, it’s 
hard to beat Rhonnie Washington’s 
entrance as El Charro Negro, one 
of Solis’ more fanciful and inspired 
creations and a consistent treat 
throughout in Washington’s hands 
(who is back in the saddle after hav¬ 


ing originated the role in 1996). 

Well-pitched performances came 
too from Lawrence Radecker as 
Ross, an increasingly light-headed 
and blood-bespattered cowboy, and 
Michael Bellino as the border patrol 
cop wrestling with his backlogged 
conscience after he catches Mexicans 
sneaking the wrong way over the 
river — a real fuse-blower, the sight 
acts on him like a nonsense rhyme on 
one of those Star Trek robots with the 
smoldering ears. 

Solis, enjoying an impressive 
string of productions of late, includ¬ 
ing last season’s excellent Bay Area 
premiere of Lydia at Marin Theatre 
Company, crafted an enduring 
work in El Otro for all its pop refer¬ 
ences and rough edges. At the best 
moments in this admittedly fitful 
but worthwhile production, the flow 
of language — mingling flights 
of poetic revelry, whimsical and 
nightmare imagery, casual and color¬ 
ful vulgarity and deadpan humor 
— seems to hover and soar just over 
the stage. At the same time, it never 
loses sight of the ground, and in fact 
more than once plunges deep into the 
mud: playing movingly with life and 
death in the viscous slime and churn¬ 
ing waters of that border-defining 
river, sfbg 

EL OTRO 

Through Sept. 13 
Thurs-Sun, 8 p.m., $15-$30 
Thick House, 1695 18th St., SF 
www.thickhouse.org 


EVERYBODY! 
DANCE NOW. 




it \ji 
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RHYTHM & MOTION 

DANCE PROGRAM 

FREE DANCE CLASS 

with this ad (for new students only) 

200 classes a week, all ages, all levels, all welcome. 


| odcschool.org | rhythmandmotion.com 

ODC Dance Commons 351 Shotwell St SF 
415-863-9830x100 


Improv 

Classes 

at every level 

If there ever was a place to learn 
how to think on your feet - and 
have a blast doing it - it is Pan 
Theater. It doesn’t matter if you 
are a complete novice, or an 
advanced performer. At Pan 
you will find a class that 
fits your needs. 

To learn more, visit 

pantheater.com 

or call 

415-724-2433 
for upcoming classes. 

Pan Theater 

Where Neurons Fire Faster 

One block from BART in 
Uptown Oakland 



BLUE ej BEAR 

SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

At Fort mason Center 


Beginner to Advanced 

Voice • Guitar • Bass 

Piano • Drums • Horns 

New "Little Bears Music Program" 


Register Now 

415 - 673-3600 

www.bluebearmusic.org 


Rock • Pop • Folk • Blues • Jazz 


PLAY 


Learn to Roc 
Join a Band 
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RAWdance presents the Concept Series: 5 

PREVIEW RAWdance’s Concept Series is the brainchild of dancer- 
umm choreographers Ryan T. Smith and Wendy Rein, who needed a lab 
situation in which to test concept and show works in progress. They invited 
friends and artists who looked interesting and who had similar concerns. 

The result is a series of informal presentations that sparkle with fresh ideas, 
although the individual works are rarely finished. Watching this type of 
dance is so inviting, despite the tiny, near-impossible performance space. It’s 
long and narrow, and audiences must be prepared to move the furniture to 
accommodate a particular artist’s requirements. Concept 5 looks especially 
intriguing. In addition to Smith and Rein’s latest experiments, you’ll get the 
inimitable Mary Armentrout; Bob Webb/Bare Bones Butoh — you probably 
know him better as the ubiquitous stage manager who keeps dance shows on 
track; improv dancers Christine Cali and Amy Stemstetter, freshly back from 
the East Coast; Printz Dance Project, who have their own show Nov. 5-7; 
and Lily Dwyer and Scott Marlowe, LEVY Dance members who are striking 
out on their own. Parking is tough, so patronize Muni. But the price is right: 
pay what you can — and the popcorn is free. (Rita Felciano) 

RAWDANCE PRESENTS THE CONCEPT SERIES: 5 Sat/5-Sun/6, 8 p.m. 

(also Sun/6, 3 p.m.), pay what you can, James Howell Studio, 66 Sanchez, SF. 

(415) 686-0728. www.rawdance.org 


Stage listings are compiled by Molly Freedenberg. 
Performance times may change; call venues 
to confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita 
Felciano, and Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items 
for the listings at listings@sfbg.com. For further 
information on how to submit items for the list¬ 
ings, see Picks. For the complete listings, go to 
www.sfbg.com. 

THEATER 

OPENING 


Under the Gypsy Moon Teatro ZinZanni, Pier 29; 
438-2668, www.zinzanni.org. $117-$145. Opens 
Sept 3. Runs Wed-Sat, 6pm; Sun, 5pm. Through 
Jan 1. Teatro ZinZanni presents a bewitching 
evening of European cabaret, cirque, theatrical 
spectacle, and original live music, blended with a 
five-course gourmet dinner. 

BAY AREA 

American Idiot Berkeley Repertory Theatre’s 
Roda Theatre, 2025 Addison, Berk; (510) 647- 
2917, www.berkeleyrep.org. $32-$54. Previews 
Sept 4, 5,9,10, and 13. Runs through Oct 11. 
Michael Mayer directs this new show uniting the 
searing songs of Green Day with the director of 
Spring Awakening. 


ONGOING 


“AfroSolo Arts Festival” Various venues; 771- 
2376, afrosolo.org. Prices vary. Various dates 
through Oct 15. AfroSolo Theatre Company pres¬ 
ents the 16th annual festival celebrating artists 
giving voice to the black experience, featuring 
music, visual arts, and more. 


August: Osage County Curran Theatre, 445 
Geary; 512-7770, shnsf.com. $35-80. Thurs/3, 
7:30pm; Wed/2, 2 and 7:30pm; Fri/4, 8pm; Sat/5, 
2 and 8pm; Sun/6, 2 pm. The Pulitzer Prize-win¬ 
ning Broadway show about a rural Oklahoma 
family stars Estelle Parsons. 

The Comedy of Errors Presidio Main Post Parade 
Ground Lawn, Graham between Lincoln and 
Moraga; 558-0888, www.sfshakes.org. Free. Sat, 
7:30pm; Sun, 2:30pm. Sept 7, 2:30pm. Through 
Sept 20. The San Francisco Shakespeare Festival 
presents the classic directed by Kenneth Kelleher. 
Crash Cabaret: Where Queers Collide Mama 
Calizo’s Voice Factory, 701 Mission; 978-2787, 
www.ybca.org. $10. Fridays, through Oct 25. As 
part of the PUSH PLAY-^YBCA Summer Festival, 
Mama Calizo’s hosts a series of interactive, activ¬ 
ist, and social justice events. 

A Crass Act New Conservatory Theatre Center, 

25 Van Ness; 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. $20- 
$25. Thurs-Sat, 8pm. Through Sept 12. NCTC’s 
Summer Cabaret Series presents Tom Orr in an 
all-new musical comedy. 

m East 14th Marsh, 1062 Valencia; 1-800-838- 
^ 3006, www.themarsh.org. $20-35. Fri, 8pm; 
Sat, 8:30pm; Sun, 3pm. Through Oct. 10. Don 
Reed’s solo play, making its local premiere at the 
Marsh after an acclaimed New York run, is truly 
a welcome homecoming twice over. It returns 
the Bay Area native to the place of his vibrant, 
physically dynamic, consistently hilarious com- 
ing-of-age story, set in 1970s Oakland between 
two poles of East 14th Street’s African American 
neighborhood: one defined by his mother’s strict 
ass-whooping home, dominated by his uptight 
Jehovah’s Witness stepfather; the other by his 
biological father’s madcap but utterly non-judg- 
mental party house. The latter—shared by two 
stepbrothers, one a player and the other flam¬ 


boyantly gay, under a pimped-out, bighearted 
patriarch whose only rule is “be yourself”— 
becomes the teenage Reed’s refuge from a boy¬ 
hood bereft of Christmas and filled with weekend 
door-to-door proselytizing. Still, much about 
the facts of life in the ghetto initially eludes the 
hormonal and naive young Reed, including his 
own flamboyant, ever-flush father’s occupa¬ 
tion: “I just thought he was really into hats.” But 
dad—along with each of the characters Reed 
deftly incarnates in this very engaging, loving but 
never hokey tribute—has something to teach 
the talented kid whose excellence in speech and 
writing at school marked him out, correctly, as a 
future “somebody.” (Avila) 

Good Boys and True New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, 25 Van Ness, SF. 861-4914, www.nctcsf. 
org. Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Sept 
20. NCTC presents the West Coast premiere of 
Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa’s drama. 

The Grapes of Wrath Actors Theatre of SF, 855 
Bush; 345-1287, www.actorstheatresf.org. $10- 
$35. Wed-Sat, 8pm. Through Sept 26. Actors 
Theatre of San Francisco Presents Frank Galati’s 
adaptation of John Steinbeck’s novel. 

KML Patronizes the Arts Traveling Jewish 
Theatre, 470 Florida; 558-7721, killingmylobster. 
com. $15-$20. Thurs-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 7 and 10pm; 
Sun, 7pm. Through Sept 13. Killing My Lobster 
returns with an original sketch comedy produc¬ 
tion directed by Erin Carter. 
wm One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest SF 
Playhouse, 533 Sutter. $30-$40. Wed/3- 
Sat/5, 8pm; Sat/5,3pm. Dale Wasserman’s stage 
adaptation of Ken Kesey’s anti-authoritarian 
novel is a solid theatrical work in its own right, 
and holds up remarkably well in this production 
from SF Playhouse. Perhaps surprising given 
that the play’s political reference points are all 
half a century old, but then again its scathing 
attack on the totalitarian agenda beneath an 
insidious therapeutic culture couldn’t really be 
much timelier. Moreover, and without making a 
big deal about it, artistic director Bill English’s 
production subverts some of the more politically 
staid aspects of Kesey’s otherwise radically 
anti-establishment story (published in 1962) by 
casting the excellent Los Angeles-based African 
American actor Hansford Prince in the tradition¬ 
ally white-guy role of natural born anarchist 
and charmer R.P. McMurphy. Backing him up is a 
very solid and enjoyable ensemble too, including 
Michael Torres in a highly sympathetic turn as 
the Chief; Susi Damilano as a nicely understated, 
terribly human Nurse Ratched; and Louis Parnell 
as Harding, one of the several “voluntary” in¬ 
patients (and here a much more significant role, 
ultimately, than what materialized in the famous 
film adaptation). (Avila) 

El Otro Thick House, 1695 18th St; 401-8081, 
www.thickhouse.org. $15-$30. Thurs-Sun, 8pm. 
Through Sept 13. Thick Description revives their 
1998 hit. 

Pearls Over Shanghai Hypnodrome, 575 Tenth 
St.; 1-800-838-3006, www.thrillpeddlers.com. 
$30-69. Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 7pm. Through Sept 
20. Thrillpeddlers presents this revival of the leg¬ 
endary Cockettes’ 1970 musical extravaganza. 
Shanghai San Francisco One Telegraph Hill; 
1-877-384-7843, www.shanghaisanfrancisco. 
com. $40. Sat, 1pm. Ongoing. To be Shanghaied: 
“to be kidnapped for compulsory service aboard 
a ship...to be induced or compelled to do some¬ 
thing, especially by fraud or force”. Once the 
scene of many an “involuntary” job interview, 

San Francisco’s Barbary Coast is now the staging 
ground for Shanghai San Francisco, a perfor¬ 
mance piece slash improv slash scavenger hunt 
through the still-beating hearts of North Beach 
and Chinatown, to the edge of the Tendernob. 
Beginning at the base of Coit Tower, participants 
meet the first of several characters who set up 
the action and dispense clues, before sending 
the audience off on a self-paced jaunt through 
the aforementioned neighborhoods, induced and 
compelled (though not by force) to search for a 
kidnapped member of the revived San Francisco 
Committee of Vigilance. It’s a fine notion and a 
fun stroll on a sunny afternoon, but ultimately 
succeeds far better as a walking tour than as 
theatre. Because the actors are spread rather 
thinly on the ground, they’re unable to take 
better advantage of their superior vantage by 
stalking groups a little more closely, staging 
distractions along the way, and generally engag¬ 
ing the audience as such a little more frequently. 
But since Shanghai San Francisco is a constantly 
evolving project, maybe next time they’ll do just 
that. (Gluckstern) 

The Zombie Musical Stagewerx, 533 Sutter; 
zombiemusicalsf.com. $15. Opens Aug 27. Runs 
Thurs/3-Sat/5, 8pm. Anthony R. Miller directs 
this rock/horror/tragicomedy that will eat your 
face off. sfbg 



art.tech 

PREVIEW As I write this, I’m eating one of those new giant 
wmm Cheetos — you know, the latest delectable Alice Waters heart 
attack, sheer processed junk food Armageddon, elephantiasis of the 
puffed balls? Yum. My point here is that there’s no form of art that 
hasn’t been deeply and irrevocably touched by technology, and also that 
I’m a little stoned. Pitched somewhere between Maker Faire and head 
trip, the three-day art.tech festival at the Lab explores the intersection 
of artistic exploration, experimental fabrication, and digital prestidigi¬ 
tation and includes performance, workshops, presentations, and inter¬ 
active flights of fancy. Among the highlights: a Virtual Knitting demo 
that entwines physical and virtual space; a “relational presentation” 
of Anti-Pandora, a hand-made backpack that generates usable energy 
from walking or running, and Seek ’n Spell, an interactive iPhone 
game that’s a cross between Scrabble and a scavenger hunt. Dang, my 
fingers just painted my keyboard neon orange. (Marke B.) 

ART.TECH Fri/4-Sun/6, various times, $12-$20 daily, $36 for three-day pass. 
The Lab, 2948 16th St., 415-864-8855, www.thelab.org 


Events listings are compiled by Paula 
Connelly. Submit items for the listings at 
listings@sfbg.com. For further information 
on how to submit items for the listings, see 
Picks. 

WEDNESDAY 2 

Rebecca Solnit Green Arcade, 1680 Market, 
SF; (415) 431-6800. 7pm, free. A release 
party for Solnit’s new book, A Paradise Built 
in Fiell: The Extraordinary Communities that 
Arise in Disaster, where the award winning 
author explores themes of altruism and hope 
through several histories of the shaken com¬ 
mons in the aftermath of calamity. 

THURSDAY 3 

Divisadero Art Walk Divisadero from Haight 
to Geary, SF; www.divisaderoartwalk. 
blogspot.com. 6pm, free. Get in touch with 
the burgeoning art scene on Divisadero 
street, with 35 participating merchants offer¬ 
ing specials, art, music, and community. 

Oy Vey! Contemporary Jewish Museum, 736 
Mission, SF; (415) 655-7800. 5pm; free, $5 
admission to exhibits and programs. Kvetch 
with friends over drinks after work while 
enjoying some art and architecture. Featuring 
Susan G. Solomon giving a talk titled, The 
Art of Listening: Oral Flistories from Voice of 
Witness and StoryCorps. 

Art and Wine for PACT San Francisco PACT 
office, 635 Divisadero, SF; (415) 922-2550 to 
RSVP. Enjoy wine tasting, food, and student 
made art at this fundraiser for PACT, Inc., an 
non-profit that provides low income and first 
generation students guidance through the 
college, financial aid, and scholarship applica¬ 
tion processes. 


FRIDAY 4 

Art.tech The Lab, 2948 16th St., SF; (415) 
864-8855. Fri. 8pm, Sat. l-8pm, Sun. l-7pm; 
$12-20 sliding scale per day, $36 for a three 
day pass, $8 for single evening performance. 
A festival of art, performance, sound, work¬ 
shops, demos, and lectures featuring cutting- 
edge artistic experiments created with and 
related to technology. 

SATURDAY 5 

Food For Thought Toby’s Feed Barn, 11250 
State Route One, Point Reyes Station; (415) 
663-1542. 7pm, free. Hear author David Mas 
Masumoto read from his books and talk about 
his experience as a third generation organic 
peach and grape farmer, whose organic farm¬ 
ing techniques have been widely adopted. 

SUNDAY 6 

Penguins to Penguins Great Highway, 
connecting Golden Gate Park to the San 
Francisco Zoo, SF; sundaystreetssf.com. 
10am, free. Take advantage of this month’s 
Sunday Streets, a safe, fun, car-free area 
for people to get out and get active in San 
Francisco neighborhoods. 

TUESDAY 8 

Lang Lang Zellerbach Auditorium, UC 
Berkeley Campus, 2430 Bancroft Way, Berk; 
(510) 642-9988. 7:30pm, $20. Hear this 
highly influential Chinese pianist interview 
with Sarah Cahill, also a pianist, from KALW’s 
Sunday evening show Then and Now, about 
his new book, Journey of a Thousand Miles in 
this program and book signing, sfbg 
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See monsters 


Victor fyatyaUa 


It’s a Big Machine, it’s a mean machine, 
it’s a big, mean story by Victor LaValle 


By D. Scot Miller 

a&eletters# sfbg. com 


REVIEW Naomi Ophelia Lamar 
my cousin, but 
my big sister. Six 
years older than me, 
she ran away from 
home at 16 . Though 
we stayed in touch, 
too many years of no contact had 
changed us both. We tried but could 
never close the distance. Last year, 
they found her body in a Dumpster in 
Birmingham, Ala. She’d been stabbed 
over 30 times. Her husband had done 
it. Afterward, he drove to the nearest 
bridge and threw himself off. She was 
the grandmother of three. I sat in the 
bathroom screaming, “We are not 
garbage!” 

Bizarre and horrible things hap¬ 
pen. They just do. They happen to 
us, around us, and because of us. 
Sometimes the horrible things only 
become horrible on reflection. We 
liked them at the time. Sometimes 
the bizarre things become so com¬ 
monplace that they stop being 
bizarre. Both bizarre and horrible 
things become badges of distinction 
and honor when we survive. When 
we answer the call and stagger to 
daylight. 

This is the general premise of 
Victor LaValle’s Big Machine (Spiegel 
& Grau, 284 pages, $ 25 ), which 
opens with a look at Ricky Rice, a 
middle-aged porter in a bus depot 
in Utica, N.Y. It’s 2005 , and the 
world is about to go broke. Ricky’s 
a downtrodden sanitation worker 
with a shady past. He’s never seen 
better days, and none seem to be 
forthcoming. That is, until he receives 
a mysterious note reminding him of 
The Promise he made: a one-way 
bus ticket to Vermont’s northeast 
kingdom. On the bus to the frigid 
north, we hear LaValle’s refrain from 
an alcoholic goblin on a tear to his 
captive audience: (( Human beings are 
no damn good. We even worse than ani¬ 
mals. We like...” 

The ellipsis just dangles, from the 
book’s first section on. As the events 
of Big Machine unfolded, I realized 
that that very phrase, and that very 
ellipsis, had been hanging from my 
lips since last year. It is the jump-off 
point for Lavalle’s book, and as we 
travel with Ricky Rice — alongside 
him, but also inside his mind as it 


seeks justification and reason — we 
begin to understand why. 

Big Machine is a crafty book. 
Every page is a precise and illuminat¬ 
ing reveal — a large veil playfully 
lifted from the reader’s initial concep¬ 
tions of black/white, good/evil, and 
ultimately, salvation. Each chapter 
is a possible spoiler. A tough job for 
the reviewer, to be sure. Especially 
one who has been anticipating such a 
novel (and working on such a novel) 
for years. 

Behold the invisible! You shall 
see unknown worlds: Ricky is 
recruited, along with six other recov¬ 
ering addicts and petty criminals to 
become a paranormal investigator. All 
of them have heard The Voice at 
the deep bottom of their shoddy 
existences and answered it with 
The Promise. Like generations of 
wretched of the earth before them, 
they are inducted into a secret soci¬ 
ety of “negros” (“I won’t say African 
Americans,” says Rice, “it’s too damn 
long”) to find The Voice and figure 
out what it wants. 

From cleaning out bathroom 
stalls in work boots and T-shirts, 
Ricky becomes a dandy, wearing 
the finest clothes that the 1940 s 
and 1950 s could provide. Fitted in 
the best vines, he makes his way to 
(where else?) the Bay Area to con¬ 
front a murder-suicide cult, and his 
own monstrous past. 

Far from a standard dry exami¬ 
nation of doubt and faith, Lavalle’s 
allegorical approach is sweeping and 
swashbuckling. Big Machine takes 
us from Ricky’s idyllic childhood 
— sweet as saccharine, with a black 
tar of burn — to his romantic nadir, 
dying in a puddle of piss and shit in 
the basement of a house owned by a 
man named Murder. 

LaValle has named Shirley 
Jackson and Ambrose Pierce as influ¬ 
ences, along with those he calls “the 
Black Eccentrics”: Ishmael Reed, 
Gayle Jones, Darth Vader. His 
approach to gothic horror adds black 
Black humor and a new element of 
ferocity to the AfroSurreal aesthetic. 

There’s a lot of tearing in this 
book. Flesh is peeled, pried, burned, 
punctured. Torture plays a promi¬ 
nent role. Children are exploited, 
souls are gnawed away, and spirits 
are broken. Bullets fly, bodies are 
wrenched, mauled, mutilated and dis¬ 
carded — so much so that Lavalle’s 




main refrain takes on greater weight 
when it reappears, in extended 
form, from the mouth of one of Big 
Machines main characters. “Human 
beings are no damn good!,” the char¬ 
acter says. “The despised become the 
despicable. God Damn! We worse 
than animals! We’re like monsters.” 

Monsters. Big Machine has those 
too. Some wear suits, some wear 
shawls, some move between the shad¬ 
ows with vise-grip hands. The story 
is neither miserable nor grotesque, 
and it is proof of LaValle’s genius that 
sympathy and forgiveness extends to 
the whole pitiful lot. 

I’ve been following LaValle since 
I read his 1999 short story collection 
Slapboxing With Jesus (which takes its 
title from a Ghostface Killah quote), 
and followed it up by reading 2003 ’s 
The Ecstatic (which in turn inspired 
Mos Def to title his latest album 
the same). Mos Def contributed a 
blurb to Big Machine , and the book’s 
blurbs are telling: according to them, 
LaValle is Marquez mixed with Poe, 
or Marakami mixed with Ellison, 
or Bosch having a baby with Lenny 
Bruce. But I feel they all miss the 
mark — I’m here to tell you that 
Victor LaValle is a believer in the 
unseen world. He has been there, 
and what he has brought back has 
affirmed my belief too. Yes, there 
are monsters out there, and what’s an 
Afro Surrealist supposed to do? 

“I guess we could lock ourselves 
in the bathroom and hide. Let some¬ 
one else face the fight,” says Ricky. 
“But we’re not going to do that.” sfbg 



UNBUCKLING THE SWASHBUCKLER: A NEW BIO SHINES A LIGHT ON WHAT 
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS LEFT BEHIND 


REVIEW Given the phenomenal success of Johnny Depp’s Pirates of the 
Caribbean franchise, a revival of appreciation for the granddaddy of all cin¬ 
ematic swashbucklers, Douglas Fairbanks, is long overdue. Perfect accompani¬ 
ment for home entertainment viewing of the silent film star arrives in the form 
of film historian Jeffrey Vance’s gorgeously laid out biography Douglas Fairbanks 
(University of California Press, 376 pages, $45). 

Douglas Fairbanks was published with the assistance of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, so perhaps it’s to be expected that the prose 
sometimes skirts close to hagiography. But Vance, who has authored studies of 
Buster Keaton, Charles Chaplin, and Harold Lloyd, knows his silent film history. 
He provides a wealth of information about the productions of Fairbanks’ major 
pictures (including 1920’s The Mark of Zorro, 1921’s The Three Musketeers, 
1922’s Douglas Fairbanks in Robin Flood, 1924’s The Thief of Bagdad, and 1926’s 
The Black Pirate). The chapters about the big costume epics are bracketed 
by discussions of the earlier non-costume silents and the few sound projects 
Fairbanks worked on. Throughout, the text is complemented by beautiful repro¬ 
ductions of photos of Fairbanks and his friends and family on and off set. 

Audiences came to expect incredible displays of acrobatic athleticism from 
the one-time stage actor. “There was no living man as graceful,” says Allan 
Dwan, who directed several Fairbanks pictures. Upon scouting locations at the 
Grand Canyon for A Modern Musketeer (1917), Fairbanks commented that he 
was disappointed because “I couldn’t jump it.” 

Vance argues that Fairbanks was instrumental in shaping most aspects of 
his productions, which wielded a major influence on 20th century pop culture. 
Errol Flynn grew up worshipping Fairbanks and saluted his hero by starring in 
his own version of the Robin Hood story (1938’s The Adventures of Robin Fiood). 
Bob Kane, creator of Batman, tells Vance that Fairbanks’s depiction of Zorro 
(“a fop by day and a crusader at night”) inspired the caped crusader’s cos¬ 
tume, secret lair, and dual identity. Vance argues that Superman bore a heavy 
Fairbanks influence. Fairbanks also receives credit for popularizing the dark 
suntan, leaving us to wonder where George Hamilton or the Sonny Bono Cocoa 
Butter Open would have been without the great man’s example. 

After he left his first wife for Mary Pickford, the actress dubbed “America’s 
sweetheart,” Fairbanks climbed to heights of celebrity rarely attained by movie 
actors in the 1920s. Perhaps only Chaplin rivaled his peak fame. When Pickford 
and Fairbanks arrived in London in 1920, their entourage was mobbed, leaving 
Pickford briefly in fear for her life. From all indications they adjusted fairly well 
to this state of affairs, since both relished the limelight (Alexander Woolcott 
describes their post-marital jaunt as “the most exhausting and conspicuous 
honeymoon in the history of the marriage institution”). In order to gain more 
creative and financial control over their work, the couple used their new clout to 
join Chaplin and D.W. Griffith in founding United Artists. 

Eighty-plus years on, the Fairbanks charisma can still wow an audience. 

And, at the risk of stressing the deadly obvious, DVD viewing really cannot do 
full justice to spectaculars made for the silver screen. At this year’s Silent Film 
Festival at the Castro Theatre, I had the privilege of taking in the 1927 feature 
Douglas Fairbanks in The Gaucho, which included plenty of leaping — and some 
tremendous vine-swinging which had the packed house screaming with plea¬ 
sure. By that point well into his 40s and seemingly attempting to set a record 
for cinematic chain-smoking, Fairbanks was still near the acme of his physical 
powers. Portraying a more complex, jaded hero than in his earlier movies, he 
had put aside his discomfort with love scenes, thanks partly to co-star Lupe 
Velez, with whom he was having an affair. Ironically, Pickford appears in the film 
as an apparition of the Virgin Mary. 

A dear friend who attended all of the Silent Film Festival responded to 
a questionnaire asking her to name the highlight of the weekend by writing 
“Douglas Fairbanks’ ass.” Clearly, though he is dead and gone, his star shines on. 
(Ben Terrall) 
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coda. 

Jqzz Supper Club 

presents Latin Night every Sunday 

Sept 6: Mucho Axe 

Leblon Cachaca drink specials all night 

|'j\ dinner starts at 5:30 
show at 8pm, $7 tover 

1710 Mission St, San Francisco, CA 
www.codalive.com 415.551.CODA 



StRYttd’ tip ilzziLitd’ 
Wfi-xISAjsl food ijsj Tm 

CASTRO Mm* ‘92! 


Daily 10a-lip 
415018th Street 

(1 Block from Castro @ 18th & Collingwood) 

415.861.4470 

fax orders 415.701.8965 


i Las Palmeras 
Restaurant 

{Salvadorian/Mexican 
Latin Food & {Seafood 
Comida Latina y Mariscos 

Happy Hour 4-T 
DAILY! 


Pupusas m ^uca 
Flaintain ft Tamales 
{Soups ft Fried ChicKent 
ft Hamburgers 

2721 Mission @ 23 rd 
415-285-7796 
Open 7 l>ays a Week 
8:30am-9:30pm 


i Ganim’sl 

Since 1972 



113518th St. / San Francisco 

415 - 282-9289 


LUNCH SPECIAL (TILL 2PM) 


2 Skewer Chicken Kebab 
with rice & sa lad 

34.79+tax 

With coupon. All day long. Expires 9/15/09 


Liberty Cafe’s bountiful dishes — like spinach 
salad, left — and dependable pleasantries 
still entice, despite recent changes. 

GUARDIAN PHOTOS BY RORY MCNAMARA 
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Give me Liberty, or ... 


By Paul Reidinger 

paulr@sfbg.com 

Not all restaurants have authors 
— central figures that breathe their 
essence into a place — but the ones 
that do tend to be special. They are 
also uniquely vulnerable, for if that 
central figure disappears, a restaurant 
can be left adrift without its animat¬ 
ing force, like a fully-rigged sailing 
ship on a breezeless sea. 

In January, Cathie Guntli, the 
founder and guiding light of the 
Liberty Cafe, died. She opened the 
place in Bernal Heights in 1994, in 
a woody Victorian storefront space 
along then-backwatery Cortland 
Avenue, and the restaurant quickly 
established itself as one of the city’s 
new neighborhood jewels. It was the 
Firefly of Bernal. 

Since Guntli’s death, Liberty Cafe 
has passed into new hands associated 
with Hard Knox Cafe and Sally’s. So 
far the change in ownership is not 
visible; the restaurant looks the same 
and the general new-American tenor 
of the food is familiar. The menu still 
features the famous chicken pot pie. 
The real changes can be found outside 
the restaurant; Bernal Heights was 
a sleepy little hill town 15 years ago, 
but it isn’t anymore. The commercial 
district along Cortland has bloomed 
with shiny new restaurants in recent 
years, and Liberty Cafe, which began 
as an outpost or beacon of sorts, no 


longer holds that distinction. These 
days, in fact, its homey Victorian look 
seems almost quaint. 

The restaurant has long adhered 
to a no-reservations policy. This can 
complicate patrons’ planning, but it 
does help keep tables full, particularly 
if there is a steady stream of passersby 
on foot and a loyal clientele. Liberty 
enjoys both advantages, and it isn’t 
hard to see why: it’s kid-friendly and 
modestly priced, and it’s in the middle 
of a walk-friendly zone. 

Still, there are signs of stress. The 
dining room strikes me as slightly 
understaffed; although Liberty Cafe is 
barely bigger than tiny, with 32 seats 
divided between two rooms, you can 
almost see the front-of-house staff 
— a single server, maybe two, aided 
by a couple of bussers — panting to 
keep up. People must be met and 
greeted, summoned from the wait list, 
and then seated. The no-reservation 
system is an efficient way of filling 
tables, but it adds an extra step or two 
to the service, and that is enough to 
stretch the staff. 

The food is a quirky mix of 
modesty and elegance, although the 
balance now tips more toward the for¬ 
mer. As if in compensation, portions 
are quite generous. If you like caesar 
salad, for instance, you’d have trouble 
finding a better deal than Liberty’s 
($7): a looming plateful of immacu¬ 
lately crisp romaine spears tossed with 
croutons and tabs of Parmesan cheese 


under a light fall of grated Parmesan 
— like the first snow of winter. No 
anchovies, though, alas. 

The house-baked breads and 
dinner rolls flow out to the tables 
in a steady stream. While they are 
tasty and satisfying on their own if 
smeared with a bit of softened butter, 
they’re also useful if you happen to 
have ordered soup. The soup ($7 for 
a broad bowl) changes daily; it could 
be of portobello mushroom, a thick 
pottage tasting intensely of the earth 
and decorated only with a sprinkling 
of Parmesan cheese. I had mixed 
feelings about this soup; there was no 
doubting the purity of its flavor, but 
it looked like mud. A bit of colorful 
festooning wouldn’t have hurt. 

There was plenty of color on a 
plate of seared ahi ($18): purplish fish 
in thin slabs, pale-green chunks of 
ripe avocado, brilliant red pear toma¬ 
toes, halved and very ripe. The tuna 
had been well-coated with cracked 
pepper for some extra jolt, and the 
dish as a whole fluently spoke the lan¬ 
guage of summer. But the tomatoes 
and avocado didn’t seem quite coher¬ 
ent; they were meant to be a salad, 
but they behaved like junior-high boys 
and girls reluctant to mix at a dance. 

Impressive coherence was 
achieved with the vegetarian pot 
pie ($13), a meatless version of the 
chicken pot pie. Under a disk of 
golden pastry (a treat in itself) lurked 
a potpourri of cauliflower florets, car¬ 
rots, and lentils in a thick mushroom 
slurry. The effect was surprisingly 


autumnal (on a warm night, no less), 
and at first I hoped for and missed the 
flavor of curry, but the milder flavor 
accreted bite by bite in a swelling cre¬ 
scendo. Even so, I couldn’t finish it. 
Two fairly hungry people could share 
one and come away happy, and I call 
that value. They could also probably 
share — but might end up fighting 
over — the exceptionally tasty coun¬ 
try-fried pork chop ($17), slathered 
with white gravy and served with 
cheesy grits and bacon-braised kale. 

Given Liberty Cafe’s bakery 
chops, the pies — I speak now of the 
dessert kind — are generally estima¬ 
ble. Cherry ($7), for instance, featured 
an avalanche of wondrous sour cher¬ 
ries the color of a good red Bordeaux 
and with just enough sweetness to 
qualify as a dessert. If not a slice of 
pie, then perhaps some butterscotch 
pudding ($7), served in a goblet and 
deeply tasty despite some feathery 
remnants of scalded milk. It was good 
but could have been, should have been 
better. And for now, that’s the way it 
is at Liberty Cafe, sfbg 

THE LIBERTY CAFE 

Dinner: Tues.-Sun., 5:30-9:30 p.m.; 
Fri.—Sat., 5:30-10 p.m. 

Lunch: Tues.-Fri., 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Brunch: Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

418 Cortland, SF 

(415) 695-8777 

www.thelibertycafe.com 

Beer and wine 

AE/DS/MC/V 

Noisy 

Wheelchair accessible 
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Sangria and Sherries 
We can accomodate large groups 

Alegrias Restaurant 

2018 Lombard/Webster 

Open nightly at 5 : 30 PM 
415 - 929 - 


Tapas & 

PaPLLAS 


20% OFF 

DINNER ON 

TUESDAYS 

VALID FOR 94107 RESIDENTS 



Lingfea 

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
1469 18th St | lingba.com 


[T5| 

HYDE 

50 


4a ®cafe & ^ 




W?\ 


pr/x-f/xe $ 29.95 


- San Francisco Chronicle 

"Award of Excellence" 
-Wine Spectator 2006-2008 

'Award of Unique Distinction" 
,-Wine Enthusiast 2006-2008 


1550Tlyde Street 
(at Pacific) 

415.775.1550 
www.1550hyde.com 


CONCERT UPDATE 


FEATURED SHOW 


THIS WEEK 

MOS DEF & ERYKAH 
BADU 

9/3 Davies Symphony 
Hall 

THE NELS CLINE 
SINGERS 

9/3 Cafe du Nord 

THE TUBES 

9/5 Great American 
Music Hall 

STOCKHOLM 

SYNDROME 

9/5 Independent 

WAWES 

9/6 Rickshaw Stop 

JOHN LEGEND 

9/6 Greek Theatre 



YEAH YEAH YEAHS 

9/9 Fox Theater 

MAXIMO PARK 

9/10 Regency Ballroom 

FLOGGING MOLLY 

9/11 Fox Theater 

BAD BRAINS 

9/15-16 Slim’s 


• ^ 

ARCTIC MONKEYS 

9/1 6 Fox Theater 


JOHN 

SANTOS 

SEXTET 

9/4 DEYOUNG MUSEUM 


M0N0T0NIX 

TRICLOPS 

9/17 Independent 

BEN HARPER 
& RELENTLESS 

9/17 Fox Theater 

CITIZEN COPE 

9/1 8-1 9 Fillmore 

PINKMOUNTAINTOPS 

9/20 Independent 

REVOLTING COCKS 

9/23 Fillmore 



RODRIGO Y 
GABRIELA 

9/23 Fox Theater 

OM 

LICHENS 

9/24 Independent 




BON IVER 

9/24 Fox Theater 

GALACTIC 

9/25 Fillmore 

PAULINA RUBIO 

9/26 Fox Theater 


BLITZEN TRAPPER 

9/27 Independent 



KYLIE MINOGUE 

9/30 Fox Theater 

SUNNY DAY REAL 
ESTATE 

10/13 Fillmore 

THE JESUS LIZARD 

1 0/1 7 The Fillmore 

ECHO & THE 
BUNNYMEN 

10/22 Fox Theater 

MIKA 

1 0/24 Fox Theater 

REGINA SPEKTOR 

1 0/30 Fox Theater 



THE RAVEONETTES 

11 /9 Bimbo’s 



PIXIES 

11 /8-9 Fox Theater 

LEONARD COHEN 

11/13 HP Pavilion 


Go to sfbg.com for more concert listings! 

Please check with music venues for prices and availability 

GUARDIAN 

THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 


VEGOUT 


Did you know... 

that micro-algae contains 3X the amount of 
protein found in meat and that the absorption of 
that protein in the digestive tract is 4 X greater 
than beef? Spirulina and chlorella are two such 
protein packed micro algae’s- do the math! 



3 A WDRKER-OWNE 
o 

£ COOPERATIVE 




$ 

*P” A 

\SE&£TA1ZlA/J 

Re < STAu'RAfiJT 


Occasional 
Sunday Brunch 

(call fer next date) 

FREE MEDITATION 
CLASSES 

C&ll 

415 - 664-1327 


WINNER! 



BEST FAKE 
MEAT SANDWICH 

Men - Sat. 8am te 8pm except Wed. 8am te 3pm 
1298 Market St @ 9th, San Francisce 

621-1994 

www.anandafuara.com 


RAINBOW 


REGULAR 
STORE HOURS 
9 AM-9 PM 




CLOSED 


jUy <3 


LABOR DAY 




V4* 

** v ly . 


MONDAY 
SEPTEMBER 7 


www.rambow.coop 

415 . 863.0620 


WJ&i ■ H 


^ 5 

% 


RAINBOW 




A Worker-Owned Cooperative 


1 "7 4 5 Folsom Stri 


• an Francisco • CA 94103 
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GOOD FOOD, COLD BEER, 
AND GREAT MUSIC. 

Come join us for dinner at Goat Hill Pizza on Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights between 6 and 8pm. Grab a pitcher of beer 
and enjoy the live music of Harold Bradford on the piano. 




<© 


GOAT HILL PIZZA: 300 CONNECTICUT ST. @ 18TH 641-1440 DELIVERY: 974-1303 


desi 

2006 of the 2007 



★2009 * 

* BEST * 
TAQUERIA 

*★ 



BEST VEGGIE 
BURRITO 

IN SAN FRANCISCO! 

Hk 

Bay Guardian 
"Best of the Bay" 

1998 , 1999 , 2000 , 2001 , 
2002 , 2003 , 2005 , 2006 , 
2007 , 2008 


• OPEN EVERYDAY • 



2288 Mission St. @ 19tli 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6tli 

(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 

3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 


GUARDIAN 


ARE PLEASED TO OFFER YOU A CHANCE TO WIN 
FREE TICKETS TO SEE EARTH DAYS 

“Grade A! 

RAPTUROUS AND ENLIGHTENING! 

Couldn’t be more perfectly timed! 

It’s about truths that are no longer so inconvenient." 

-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

‘Involving! Smart and interesting folks worth listening to.’ 

-Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES 

"A beautifully composed tribute to visionary 
thinking and political ingenuity.” 


-leannette Catsoulis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


SUNDANCE ^ V 

KX FILM FESTIVAL Vj V 

CLOSING NIGHT FILM / 


“A rich trove!” 

-NY DAILY NEWS . 

“Edifying!” 

-SPIRITUALITYANDPRACTICE.’COM 


our y m *?' 





if 

■' EAR _ 

DAY IS^M^frre* 



Send your name and mailing address to promos@sfbg.com 
(subject line: SFBG NINE) no later than 3pm, Thursday, September 3 
and you'll be entered to win a free pass good for two people! 

No purchase necessary; passes in limited supply. 


www.earthdaysmovie.com 


OPENS FBI, 
SEPT. 11™ 


San Francisco 


LANDMARK LUMIERE • 415-267-4893 
1572 CALIFORNIA ST AT POLK 


Berkeley 


LANDMARK SHATTUCK 

2230 SHATTUCK AVE • 510-464-5980 


* LUMIERE: Fri & Sat 9/11 & 12 - Q&A with Director Robert Stone and former Congressman Pete McCloskey after 

evening show • Sun 9/13 - Q&A with Apollo Nine astronaut Rusty Schweickart after the afternoon show 

* SHATTUCK: Fri 9/11: Q&A with Executive Director, Martin Bourque Ecology Center after evening show 

Sat 9/12 - Q&A with Director, Robert Stone, after the afternoon show 


www.sfbg.com 


Corn on the curb 


By L.E. Leone 

le.chicken.farmer@gmail.com 

CHEAP EATS I pick up my 

brother at the airport. 

It might not always 
f \ be the Oakland 

I I airport, but I will 

V ^ 9 y always pick up 
my brother at the 
airport. Besides love, 
there’s corn in it for me. Ohio corn. 

I didn’t know about this angle when 
I tried to lift his suitcase, while he 
was busy with a big ragged box with 
duct tape all over it, situating this 
in the back of my little car — just 
so, because that’s the way he is. 

Me, I’ve been struggling with 
the Meaning of Life a little lately, 
and you never know where you will 
find a sense of purpose. Why not at 
the curb outside of baggage claim? I 
didn’t know, I just thought I would 
make myself useful. 

I got the suitcase about an 
eighth of an inch off of the ground, 
then decided to just wait quietly for 
my hug, and let it back down. 

“I’ll get that,” he said. After 
he got it, after the hug, we were 
driving away and he said, “Do you 
know what’s in that suitcase?” 

“Something really very heavy,” 

I said. 

And that was when he said, 
“Corn.” 

“Ah,” I said, as if corn, all 
things considered, made perfect 
sense. 

“Ohio corn,” he said. “Picked 
this morning. Four dozen ears of 
Ohio corn.” 

“OK then,” I said. 

He had me go through his 
old neighborhood, which is West 
Oakland, because he wanted to 
leave some on his ex’s steps, and 
his buddy Ron’s steps, and for all I 
knew some other people’s steps. 

But it was 10:30 at night and I 
wondered about raccoons and other 
terrorists. I wondered this out loud. 

“You’re right,” he said. “I’ll 
deliver it in the morning.” And we 
got back on the freeway. 

We went to my house and start¬ 
ed eating the corn in my kitchen, 
standing up. We didn’t bother to 
boil it or anything, and it was pretty 
good, but I still didn’t know about 
bringing four dozen ears of fresh 
corn on an airplane to California. 

It seemed a little illegal, if not — I 
don’t know — pointless. 

“The fact is,” I said to my 
brother, halfway through my first 
ear, “we do have corn here.” To 


illustrate my point, I opened the 
refrigerator and showed him an 
ear. I’d just bought it at the grocery 
store. It seemed pretty fresh too. 
This is California. 

“Ohio corn,” he said. There was 
a piece of it on his chin, and his 
eyes looked glazed, maybe because 
of the time difference. 

I’m supposed to be a food 
writer, and I wasn’t sure I could tell 
the difference. It was good, yes. I 
ate another piece, steamed, at my 
cousin Choo-Choo’s house the next 
day. It was great. 

But sometimes I get a great 
ear of corn at the farmers market, 
too. I guess the meaning of life is 
that corn means different things to 
different people, and while a lot of 
people have little brothers, few if 
any of them arrive at the Oakland 
airport with a suitcase full of corn. 
So there’s that. 

Grateful, charmed, and educat¬ 
ed, I offered him my life. My cabin, 
the kids, this column. He said he’d 
take my records, and my car. “It’s 
all or nothing,” I said. And for the 
next couple days I went around 
buying ears of corn at all the local 
markets. 

I’d pay 99 cents (in some cases) 
for one ear of locally grown organic 
corn, and eat it raw, or in some 
cases cooked, and of course in other 
cases barbecued. And you know 
what? It never tasted as good as my 
brother’s suitcase-smuggled Ohio 
corn. 

Which is gone. My brother’s 
still here, for a couple more weeks. 

I called him and said, “OK, you can 
have my records.” 

He deserves them, but mostly 
I just love to think of one of my 
sisters picking him up at the airport 
in Ohio, trying to lift his suitcase, 
or his big taped-up box, and not 
getting it more than an eighth of an 
inch off the ground. 

“Do you know what’s in 
there?” he’ll say. And she’ll never 
guess. I wrote this while eating a 
Vietnamese sandwich at: 

TAYTAH CAFE 

Mon-Fri.: 8 a.m -6:30 p.m.; 

Sat. 9 a. m -6:30 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m- 
5:30 p.m. 

1182 Solano, Albany 
(510) 527-8104 
No alcohol 
MC/V 

L.E. Leone's new book is Big Bend 
(Sparkle Street Books), a collection of 
shortfiction. 
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New releases this week offer characters under the influence of 
Ozu (Still Walking) and Uzis (The Baader Meinhof Complex). 

STILL WALKING PHOTO COURTESY OF STILL WALKING PRODUCTION COMMITTEE; 
THE BAADER MEINHOF COMPLEX PHOTO COURTESY OF CONSTANTIN FILM VERLEIH GMBH 




Nuclear implosion 

Still Walking observes a family in quiet crisis 


By Dennis Harvey 

a&eletters@ sfbg. com 

Hirokazu Kore-eda’s 1998 
After Life stepped into a 
bureaucratic beyond. His 2001 
Distance probed the aftermath 
of a religious cults mass sui¬ 
cide. Likewise loosely inspired 
by fact, Nobody Knows (2004) 
charted the survival of an aban¬ 
doning mother’s practically feral 
children in a Tokyo apartment. 
2006’s Hana was a splashy sam¬ 
urai story — albeit one atypi- 
cally resistant to conventional 
action. 

Despite their shared charac¬ 
ter nuance, these prior features 
don’t quite prepare one for the 
very ordinary milieu and domes¬ 
tic dramatics of Still Walking. 
Kore-edas latest recalls no less 
than Ozu in its seemingly casual 
yet meticulous dissection of a 
broken family still awkwardly 
bound — if just for one last visit 
— by the onerous traditions and 
institution of “family” itself. 
There’s no conceptually hooky 
lure here. Yet Walking is argu¬ 
ably both Kore-eda’s finest hour 


so far, and as emotionally rich 
a movie experience as 2009 has 
yet afforded. 

One day every summer the 
entire Yokohama clan assembles 
to commemorate an eldest son’s 
accidental death 15 years ear¬ 
lier. This duty calls, even if art 
restorer Ryota (Hiroshi Abe) 
chafes at retired M.D. dad’s 
(Yoshio Harada) obvious disap¬ 
pointment over his career choice, 
at the insensitivity of his chat¬ 
terbox mum (Kiri Kirin), and 
at being eternally compared to 
a retroactively sainted sibling. 
Even more so now that Ryo now 
has a bride (Yui Natsukawa) 
and son (Shohei Tanaka) eager 
to please their new in-laws — 
though they’re already damned 
as widow and another man’s 
child. 

Not subject to such evalua¬ 
tive harshness is many-foibled 
sole Yokohama daughter 
Chinami ( Nobody Knows ’ oblivi¬ 
ous, helium-voiced mum You). 
Simply because she’s a girl — so 
dim-bulb husband and run¬ 
ning-wild kids get the pass stern 
grandpa denies prodigal son 


Ryo and company. Small crises, 
subtle tensions, the routines 
of food preparation, and other 
minutae ghost-drive a narrative 
whose warm, familiar, pained, 
touching, and sometimes hilari¬ 
ous progress seldom leaves the 
small-town parental home inte¬ 
rior — yet never feels claustro¬ 
phobic in the least. 

There’s a whiff of com¬ 
promise in a coda that feels 
compelled to spell out the recon- 
ciliatory note already hard-won 
through inference. (Gratuitous 
sentimentality is a habit Japanese 
non-genre cinema often finds 
hard to kick.) Nonetheless, this 
is Kore-eda’s most truly natu¬ 
ralistic, let alone Ozu-like film 
since his first — the compara¬ 
tively bleak 1995 Maborosi — as 
well as a dysfunctional-family 
seriocomedy uncommonly beau¬ 
tiful inside and out. It’s a quietly 
funny and insightful two hours 
capable of inducing one pretty 
ecstatic afterglow, sfbg 

STILL WALKING opens Fri/4 in Bay 
Area theaters. 


BAADER TO THE BONE 


“The Baader Meinhof gang? Those spoiled, hipster terrorists?” That was the 
response of one knowledgeable pop watcher when I told her about The Baader 
Mienhof Complex, the new feature from Uli Edel (1989’s Last Exit to Brooklyn). The 
violence-prone West German anarchist group, otherwise known as the Red Army 
Faction (RAF), still inspires both venomous spew and starry-eyed fascination (see 
Joe Strummer’s RAF T-shirt, Gerhard Richter’s paintings of its dead leaders, and Erin 
Cosgrove’s 2003 satirical romance paperback, The Baader-Meinhof Affair). Edel’s 
sober, clear-eyed view of the youthful and sexy yet arrogant and murderous, gun- 
toting radicals at the center of Baader-Meinhof’s mythology — a complex construct, 
indeed — manages to do justice to the core of their sprawling chronology, while 
never overstating their narrative’s obvious post-9/11 relevance. 

Based on the nonfiction best-seller by onetime Der Spiegel editor Stefan Aust, 
The Baader Meinhof Complex finds its still, watchful center in Ulrike Meinhof (Martina 
Gedeck). Aust’s onetime fourth-estate colleague makes the dramatic trajectory 
from bourgeois wife and mother to underground radical crawling through Mideast 
dust and toting a machine gun under the tutelage of Fatah. She’s shocked by brutal 
police crackdowns on the student protests against the visiting shah of Iran and 
America’s Vietnam War — enacted with a cruelty reminiscent of the one-genera- 
tion-removed SS and a reminder of a not-so-distant fascist past — and somewhat 
in awe of Andreas Baader (Moritz Bleibtreu) and Gudrun Ensslin (Johanna Wokalek), 
who emit rock-star charisma. 

Helping to bust Baader out of jail on the pretext of working on a book, Meinhof 
joins her crushes in life on the lam. The three and their followers declare an urban 
guerrilla war on West Germany until they are nabbed and stuck in solitary at 
Stammheim Prison. While their trial descends into bitter, kangaroo court-style com¬ 
edy, the RAF members outside resort to heightened feats of bloodshed and desper¬ 
ation in the so-called “German Autumn” of 1977, killing the chief federal prosecutor, 
kidnapping a banker, and finally conspiring in the hijacking of a Lufthansa jet. 

Edel has absorbed his share of criticism for his RAF portrayal: the director’s 
far from sympathetic when it comes to these self-absorbed, smug rebels, who rel¬ 
ish offending their Muslim hosts by sunbathing nude, yet he’s not immune to their 
cocky, idealistic charms. Cool-headed yet fully capable of thrilling to his subjects’ 
eye-popping audacity, the filmmaker does an admirable job of contextualizing the 
group within the global student and activist movements and bringing the viewer, 
authentically, to the still timely question: how does one best (i.e., morally) respond to 
terrorism? (Kimberly Chun) 

THE BAADER MEINHOF COMPLEX opens Fri/4 in Bay Area theaters. 
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FROM THE PRODUCERS OF DONNIE DARKO 


:A STARTLINGLY 
ORIGINAL VISION 

-a bold mix of narrative elements that works 
brilliantly. Goldthwait manages a virtuoso feat.’ 

-Kurt Loder, MTV 

“SAVAGELY FUNNY. 
UNEXPECTEDLY TOUCHING’/ 

-Nathan Rabin, THE ONION 

“SCANDALOUSLY 
ENTERTAINING! 

-Aaron HUlis, VILLAGE VOICE 


ROBIN WILLIAMS 

WORLD'S 

GREATEST 


LANCE CLAYTON IS ABOUT TO GET EVERYTHING HE DESERVES, 


Rl PROCESS ► 



WWW.WORLDSGREATESTDADFILM.COM 

WWW.MAGPICTURES.COM 


STARTS FRIDAY, = 
SEPTEMBER 4 So w 266-92® 

MOW LANDMARK’S LANDMARK’S CALIFORNIA FILM INSTITUTE 

m BRIDGE ALBANY TWIN RAFAEL FILM CENTER 

PLATING San Francisco (415)267-4893 Albany (510)464-5980 San Rafael (415)454-1222 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON DEMAND THROUGH YOUR VOD PROVIDER 



“AWESOME. 


33 


Peter Travers 



Enteitainmei 


“THE MUST-SEE MOVIE 
OF THE SUMMER.” 

THE NEW YORK TIMES 


it 


INGENIOUS 


W 


AO. Scott 



QED iff 


DIRECTED | 


BLOODY VIOLENCE AND PERVASIVE LANGUAGE 


District9movie.com 


NOW PLAYING 

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 


FILM 



Bliss 


REVIEW American regional differences and disparities between rural 
wmm and urban culture have nothing on their Turkish counterparts. Abdullah 
Oguz’s Bliss (a title that initially seems cruelly ironic) begins in a village 
in eastern Turkey where Islamic law still dictates that women be killed for 
breaches of sexual purity, even when they are victims of rape. Young Meryem 
(Ozgu Namal) shudders in isolation in a shed, receiving food and deprecation 
from her stepmother. All that is apparent in the beginning is that there has 
been some sort of transgression which dictates that a young male relative escort 
her out of the village to be sacrificed in order to restore the honor of the family. 
That duty falls on Cemal (Murat Han), her seemingly impassive distant cousin 
who has just returned from military service. What is initially perceived as a 
simple task by Cemal becomes complicated as he quietly develops affection for 
Meryem despite his outward hostility. The culture clash becomes evident when 
they arrive in Istanbul, and Centals task is received with disdain by a family 
member who declares that Istanbul is no place for his backwoods customs. A 
military bud is more diplomatic and provides the awkward duo a remote hiding 
place related to his fishery business, an act of kindness that can hopefully spare 
Cemal from the rage of the village elder who ordered the honor killing. As the 
taciturn two — Meryem tremulous and Cemal brooding — befriend a progres¬ 
sive professor (Talat Bulut), on the run from a stiflingly bourgeois existence, 
who takes them aboard his sailboat, the tone shifts. At once bliss, however 
improbable, seems possible. Though Meryem and the professor are more read¬ 
ily sympathetic characters, it is Cemal who is the most intriguing and who rep¬ 
resents the power of the film — the quiet, conflicted, and gradual revelations 
that constitute the necessary pains of progress, both psychological and societal. 
(Kevin Langson) 

BLISS opens Fri/4 at the Roxie. 


Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. Reviewers 
are Kimberly Chun, Michelle Devereaux, Max 
Goldberg, Dennis Harvey, Johnny Ray Huston, 
Louis Peitzman, Lynn Rapoport, Ben Richardson, 
and Matt Sussman. The film intern is Laura 
Swanbeck. For rep house showtimes, see Rep 
Clock. For first-run showtimes, see Movie Guide 
at www.sfbg.com. For complete film listings, see 
www.sfbg.com. 

OPENING 


All About Steve Sandra Bullock: wacko in love. 
(1:38) 

m The Baader Meinhof Complex See “Baader to 
the Bone.” (2:24) Embarcadero, Smith Rafael. 


The Beautiful Person In this wistful reimagin¬ 
ing of Madame de Lafayette’s La Princesse de 
Cleves, director Christophe Honore’s La Belle 
Personae transplants forbidden love and courtly 
intrigue from 17th century France to a modern, 
high school setting. After her mother dies, Junie 
(Lea Seydoux) transfers schools and captures the 
hearts of the introverted Otto (Gregoire Leprince- 
Ringuet) and the fickle lothario, Professor 
Nemours (Louis Garrel). When an anonymous love 
letter rumored to have been written by Nemours 
surfaces, scandal ensues leading to unexpect¬ 
edly dire consequences. As in his acclaimed 
Les Chansons d’Amour (2007) starring Garrel 
alongside Ludvine Sagnier, Honore excels at using 
music and poetry to capture the existential mal¬ 


aise of young adulthood. However, once Nemours 
enters the scene in La Belle Personae, the focus 
unfortunately shifts to his unrequited, overblown 
passion for Junie as the promising interplay 
between the close-knit circle of friends takes a 
backseat. While Honore’s romantic film eventu¬ 
ally becomes mired in melodrama, the enigmatic 
Seydoux — a Anna Karina for the 21st century 
set — stands out as a refreshingly thoughtful 
French heroine whose mother’s death inadver¬ 
tently causes ripples in her relationships. (1:30) 
Sundance Kabuki. (Swanbeck) 
m Bliss See pick box. (1:45) 

Roxie. 

Extract As Cindy (Mila Kunis), a charming con 
artist, pilfers a guitar out from under two love- 
struck chumps in a music store in the opening 
of Extract, you may hope that this charged 
momentum will last throughout Mike Judge’s lat¬ 
est. Unfortunately, the film lags as he shifts the 
perspective from Kunis’ wild child to Joel (Jason 
Bateman), a sexually frustrated factory owner. 
When an idiotic employee gets into a debilitat¬ 
ing accident, sticky-fingered Cindy sees a hefty 
settlement deal in her future and joins the factory 
as a temp, catching Joel’s eye. Struggling with 
feuding employees and his new workplace crush, 
Joel turns to his friend, Dean (Ben Affleck), who 
doles out pills as quick as he does advice on how 
to pimp out Joel’s wife, Suzie (Kristen Wiig), so 
that he can score with Cindy. While Extract might 
make you crack a smile with its goofball support¬ 
ing cast, including Dustin Milligan as Brad, the 
dimwitted gigolo, the film never reaches its full 
potential and the impressive pool of comedic tal¬ 
ent is ultimately left high and dry. (1:31) Presidio. 
(Swanbeck) 

Gamer Hate the game, not the player (Gerard 
Butler). (1:36) Shattuck. 

My One and Only Renee Zellweger stars as a 
1950s glamourpuss who leaves her cheatin’ 
husband and takes a road trip with her two sons. 
(1:48) Embarcadero. 

m Still Walking See “Nuclear Implosion.” (1:54) 
Lumiere, Shattuck, Smith Rafael. 

ONGOING 


pji Adam (1:39) 

■■ Elmwood, Opera Plaza. 

E Afghan Star (1:28) 

Shattuck. 

pm Cold Souls (1:51) 

^ Bridge. 

E The Cove (1:36) 

Opera Plaza, Smith Rafael. 

District 9 As allegories go, District 9 is not all 
that subtle. This is a sci-fi action flick that’s 
really all about racial intolerance — and to drive 
the point home, they went and set it in South 
Africa. Here’s the set-up: 20 years ago, an alien 
ship arrived and got stuck, hovering above the 
Earth. Faster than you can say “apartheid,” the 
alien refugees were confined to a camp — the 
titular District 9 — where they have remained in 
slum-level conditions. As science fiction, it’s cre¬ 
ative; as a metaphor, it’s effective. What’s most 
surprising about District 9 is the way everything 
comes together. This is a big, bloody summer 
blockbuster with feelings: for every viscera-filled 
splatter, there’s a moment of poignant social 
commentary, and nothing ever feels forced or 
overdone. Writer-director Neill Blomkamp has 
found the perfect balance and created a film that 
doesn’t have to compromise. District 9 is a pro¬ 
foundly distressing look at the human condition. 
It’s also one hell of a good time. (1:52) Cerrito, 
Empire, Grand Lake, Marina, 1000 Van Ness, 
Sundance Kabuki. (Peitzman) 

Empty Nest (1:32) Smith Rafael. 

The Final Destination It takes a certain kind 
of person to appreciate the Final Destination 
series: you have to accept the splatter film as a 
legitimate genre, to understand that good gore 
is an art, and to know that taking some movies 
too seriously is your own damn fault. If the above 
apply, there’s a good chance you’ll enjoy The Final 
Destination, the fourth addition to the absurdly 
violent franchise. You know this story already 
— main character flashes on a terrible disaster 
(here it’s a race track crash-turned-collapse) 
and is able to escape before it actually happens, 
thereby saving himself and his friends. Messing 
with Death’s plan, however, has its price, and 
the survivors are picked off in the order in which 
they were supposed to die. There’s no real twist 
in this installment. The characters are predict¬ 
ably two-dimensional, the deaths are impossibly 
ridiculous and satisfyingly gross. Ah, but The Final 
Destination is in 3D, which does breathe new life 
into the formula. Viscera is viscera, but viscera in 
3D gives you that l’ll-never-be-clean-again feel¬ 
ing. Cringe-tastic. (1:22) Grand Lake, 1000 Van 
Ness, SF Center. (Peitzman) 

(500) Days of Summer (1:36) California, Four 


‘MESMERIZING! MY FAVORITE 
MOVIE THIS SUMMER!!!” 

-Tim Sika, KGO RADIO/SAN FRANCISCO 


JOYOUS & HEARTRREAKING! 

-Jamey DuValI, MOVIE GEEKS UNITED! 


‘PROFOUND 

TOUCHING!’ 

-Betty Jo Tucker, REELTALK , 


PASSIONATE a 
FEARLESS!” 

-Jen Johans, FILMINTUITION.COM 


TAnMA FREDERICK 


IRENEinTIME 

ireneintime.com A Eilm ty HEMRY JAGLOM 


LANDMARK THEATRES 


NOW 

PLAVINOI Opera Plaza 

V II ^1 ■ Van Ness at Golden Gate • (415) 267-4893 


42 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | SEPTEMBER 2 - 8, 2009 




























































FILM 


Star, Piedmont, Presidio, Sundance Kabuki. 

Flame and Citroen (2:10) Clay, Elmwood. 

m Food, Inc. (1:34) 

Opera Plaza. 

Funny People (2:20) 1000 Van Ness, Shattuck. 

G.l. Joe: The Rise of Cobra (1:47) 1000 Van Ness, 
SF Center. 

Halloween II (1:41) 1000 Van Ness. 

m The Hangover (1:45) 
m 1000 Van Ness. 

m Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 

(2:33) 1000 Van Ness. 

The Hurt Locker (2:11) Embarcadero, Shattuck. 
m In the Loop (1:49) Albany, Embarcadero, 

Smith Rafael. 

Inglourious Basterds With Inglourious Basterds 
Quentin Tarantino pulls off something that 
seemed not only impossible, but undesirable, and 
surely unnecessary: making yet another of his in- 
jokey movies about other movies, albeit one that 
also happens to be kinda about the Holocaust 
— or at least Jews getting their own back on the 
Nazis during World War II — and (the kicker) is 
not inherently repulsive. As Rube Goldbergian 
achievements go, this is up there. Nonetheless, 
Basterds is more fun, with less guilt, than it has 
any right to be. The “basterds” are Tennessee 
moonshiner Pvt. Brad Pitt’s unit of Jewish soldiers 
committed to infuriating Der Fuhrer by literally 
scalping all the uniformed Nazis they can bag. 
Meanwhile a survivor (Melanie Laurent) of one of 
insidious SS “Jew Hunter” Christoph Waltz’s raids, 
now passing as racially “pure” and operating a 
Paris cinema (imagine the cineaste name-drop¬ 
ping possibilities!) finds her venue hosting a Third 
Reich hoedown that provides an opportunity to 
nuke Hitler, Himmler, Goebbels, and Goering in 
one swoop. Tactically, Tarantino’s movies have 
always been about the ventriloquizing of that 
yadadada-yadadada whose self-consciousness 
is bearable because the cleverness is actual; 
brief eruptions of lasciviously enjoyed violence 
aside, Basterds too almost entirely consists of 
lengthy dialogues or near-monologues in which 
characters pitch and receive tasty palaver amid 
lethal danger. Still, even if he’s practically writ¬ 
ing theatre now, Tarantino does understand the 
language of cinema. There isn’t a pin-sharp edit, 
actor’s raised eyebrow, artful design excess, or 
musical incongruity here that isn’t just the busi¬ 
ness. (2:30) California, Castro, Cerrito, Four Star, 
Grand Lake, Marina, 1000 Van Ness, SF Center, 
Shattuck, Sundance Kabuki. (Harvey) 

Irene in Time (1:35) Opera Plaza. 

It Might Get Loud A once-in-a-lifetime chance 
to capture three guitar gods on camera — or a 
squandered opportunity? I’m leaning toward the 
latter with It Might Get Loud. The doc’s MO: a close 
look at three rock guitarists — Jimmy Page, the 
Edge, and Jack White — and their musical life and 
relationship to the electric guitar. We get snap¬ 
shots of each musician’s trajectory, a few lyrical 
vignettes — Page shows us around the house 
where Led Zeppelin recorded IV, White plays music 
with a child that seems to represent the boy within 
— and a sit-down in which the players chat each 
other up and jam on a few tunes together. The 
title of the doc itself comes from the ultra-mild- 
mannered Edge’s offhand comment regarding his 
own guitarwork. Unfortunately, in an effort to 
make a supposedly even-handed portrait of the ax 
slingers, filmmaker Davis Guggenheim (2007’s An 
Inconvenient Truth ) simply skates over the surface 
of all three. And frankly the performers are poorly 
matched: Page is obviously much more of a monu¬ 
mental rock ‘n’ roll figure, with many more stories, 
to tell than either the Edge or White — Led Zep 
fans may tear up at the missed moments. Too bad 
the director chooses to play journalistic softball 
— or lacks the knowledge, courage, or insight to 
go after the tales from, say, the White Stripes, 
Raconteurs, and Dead Weather leader that would 
have really given this film its teeth or, well, edge. 
(1:37) Embarcadero, Shattuck. (Chun) 

Julie and Julia As Julie Powell, disillusioned sec¬ 
retary by day and culinary novice by night, Amy 
Adams stars as a woman who decides to cook and 
blog her way through 524 of Julia Child’s recipes in 
365 days. Nora Ephron oscillates between Julie’s 
drab existence in modern-day New York and the 
exciting life of culinary icon and expatriate, Julia 
Child (Meryl Streep), in 1950s Paris. As Julia gains 
confidence in the kitchen by besting all the men at 
the Cordon Bleu, Julie follows suit, despite strains 
on both her marriage and job. While Streep’s 
Julia borders on caricature at first, her perfor¬ 
mance eventually becomes more nuanced as the 
character’s insecurities about cooking, infertility, 
and getting published slowly emerge. Although a 
feast for the eyes and a rare portrait of a female 
over 40, Ephron’s cinematic concoction leaves 
you longing for less Julie with her predictable 
empowerment storyline and more of Julia and 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 44 » 
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DEATH SAVED 
THE BEST FOR 3D 


FINAL DESTINATION 
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CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


Streep’s exuberance and infectious joie de vivre. 
(2:03) Elmwood, Empire, 1000 Van Ness, Piedmont, 
Presidio, SF Center, Sundance Kabuki. (Swanbeck) 
pm Moon (1:37) 

■■ Lumiere. 

Paper Heart (1:29) Elmwood. 

Ponyo (1:40) Grand Lake, Shattuck, Sundance 
Kabuki. 

Post Grad (1:29) 1000 Van Ness. 

m Pressure Cooker (1:39) 

Smith Rafael. 

Shorts (1:29) 1000 Van Ness. 

m Somers Town Black and white photography 
born out of technical necessity transforms 
Somers Town into a stark and poignant portrait of 
the drudgery and displacement of two wayward 
youths in modern-day England. Tomo (Thomas 
Turgoose), a cheeky runaway who perhaps in a 
past life was a Dickensian street urchin, flees 
Nottingham and hops aboard a train bound for 
London, seeking refuge from the banality of 
life in the Midlands. Cornered in an alleyway, 
robbed, and beaten, Tomo finally finds a reluc¬ 
tant and unlikely friend in Marek (Piotr Jagiello), 
a Polish immigrant who just moved to the U.K. 
Unbeknownst to his father, Marek begins hiding 
his homeless friend in his flat. Joining forces, 
the two boys bond by working odd jobs for their 
cockney landlord, stealing clothes from a local 
launderette, and fighting for the affections of 
a charming French waitress. Director Shane 
Meadows (2006’s This is England ) instills Somers 
Town with humanity and humor mined from class 
and culture shock, but he doesn’t shy away from 
showing the pain of feeling adrift in a new city or 
country. (1:10) Lumiere, Shattuck. (Swanbeck) 
Taking Woodstock The received notion that 
Woodstock was a cultural benchmark finds its 
most nostalgic, weirdly de-energized iteration 
with this Ang Lee feature. True to form, the film¬ 
maker chooses to focus on the human side of this 
woolly boomer-rock mammoth: the prickly-sad 
family dynamics and coming-of-age of Bethel 
resident Elliot. Essentially this is the story of 
Woodstock organizer Elliot Tiber, whose 2007 
memoir provides the basis for the film. Young 
Elliot (Demetri Martin) seems to be too busy 
caring for his elderly, cranky motel-keeping 
parents Sonia (Imelda Staunton) and Jake (Henry 
Goodman) and helming his hamlet’s Chamber of 
Commerce to truly indulge in the countercultural 
explosion going on outside his bucolic borders. 

The cancellation of the Woodstock music festival 
in Middletown, N.Y., leads him to contact beatific 
promoter Michael Lang (Jonathan Groff) — he 
offers them the permit for his own humble local 
music gathering and helps secure a site: the dairy 
farm owned by Max Yasgur (Eugene Levy). Along 
the way, Elliot tunes in career-wise, turns on psy- 
chedelically, drops out of his parent’s nest, and 
comes out sexually. Yet in spite of the expected 
excitement of putting on a show, kids, and com¬ 
pelling cameos by actors like Liev Schreiber and 
Paul Dano, almost everything about this film — 
which sidesteps the music to concentrate on one 
backstory — feels somewhat canned: from the 
button-eyed Martin’s charming though ultimately 
limited performance to the curiously derivative 
styling of Groff’s Lang as Treat Williams’ free spir¬ 
it in Hair (1979), bad hair, vested bare chest, and 
all. Guess you had to be there. (2:00) California, 
Empire, Piedmont, Sundance Kabuki. (Chun) 

The Time Traveler’s Wife (1:48) 1000 Van Ness, 
Presidio, Shattuck, Sundance Kabuki. 

Up (1:36) SF Center. 

pm World’s Greatest Dad Sometimes freaks 
emerge beyond explanation by nature or 
nurture. Such is unfortunately the case with nice- 
guy Seattle divorcee, high school English teacher, 
and frustrated author Lance Clayton (Robin 
Williams). His sole offspring, 15-year-old Kyle 
(Daryl Sahara), is any parent’s worst nightmare: 
incredibly rude, crass, potty-mouthed, antisocial, 
and intellectually braindead. He’s interested only 
in violent videogames, extreme porn, and wankin’ 
his ween. When latter pursuits accidentally pro¬ 
voke a drastic shift in this miserable parent-child 
dynamic, Lance makes goodhearted but wrong¬ 
headed decisions that, well — suffice it to say 
World’s Greatest Dad becomes a cunning satire 
of celebrity death cults, “inspirational” literature 
fads, and more. There are moments here that 
strain suspension of disbelief, particularly around 
the key turning point and close. But otherwise 
this sharp black comedy from writer-director 
Bobcat Goldthwait — yeah, that guy, get over it 
— is a conceptually outrageous yet surprisingly 
restrained Zeitgeist skewering that gives Williams 
his best non-manic showcase in years, or possibly 
ever. (1:39 ) Albany, Bridge. (Harvey) sfbg 
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first run venues 

The following is contact information for Bay Area 
first-run theaters. Please go to sfbg.com for a 
complete list of showtimes. 

Balboa 38th Ave/Balboa. 221-8184, www.bal- 
boamovies.com. 

Bridge Geary/Blake. 267-4893. 

Century Plaza Noor off El Camino, South SF. 

(650) 742-9200. 

Century 20 Junipero Serra/John Daly, Daly City. 
(650) 994-7469. 

Clay Fillmore/Clay. 267-4893. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema 1 Embarcadero 
Center, promenade level. 267-4893. 

Empire West Portal/Vicente. 661-2539. 

Four Star Clement/23rd Ave. 666-3488. 

Kabuki Cinema Post/Fillmore. 929-4650. 
Lumiere California/Polk. 267-4893. 

Marina Theatre 2149 Chestnut, www.lntsf.com/ 
marina_theatre 

Metreon Fourth St/Mission. 1-800-FANDANGO. 
Metro Union/Webster. 931-1685. 

1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness. 1-800-231-3307. 
Opera Plaza Van Ness/Golden Gate. 267-4893. 
Presidio 2340 Chestnut. 776-2388. 

SF Centre Mission between Fourth and Fifth sts. 
538-8422. 

Stonestown 19th Ave/Winston. 221-8182. 

Vogue Sacramento/Presidio. 221-8183. 

OAKLAND 

Grand Lake 3200 Grand, Oakl. (510) 452-3556. 
jack London Stadium 100 Washington, Jack 
London Square, Oakl. (510) 433-1320. 

Parkway 1834 Park, Oakl. (510) 814-2400. 
Piedmont Piedmont/41st St, Oakl. (510) 464- 
5980. 

BERKELEY AREA 

Albany 1115 Solano, Albany. (510) 464-5980. 
AMC Bay Street 16 5614 Shellmound, Emeryville. 
(510) 457-4262. 

California Kittredge/Shattuck, Berk. (510) 464- 
5980. 

Cerrito 10070 San Pablo, El Cerrito. (510) 972- 
9102. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 46 » 



415.370.7152 

Email at Sunderhill@aol.com 
myspace.com/steven underhill 
StevenUnderhill.com 



IFCFilms 


★★★★★! A NEW CLASSIC. ■ 

Strong words, indeed, and merited!’ jf 

Joshua Rothkopf, TIME OUT NEW YORK L ' p MTfli 

“TRANSCENDENT... 

Completely absorbing!’ 

A.O. Scott. THE NEW YORK TIMES 


i the director of 'after life 1 and 'nobodyImows 1 

still walking. 

_ _ KORE-EDA HIROKAZI 


»i 


IFCFILMS.COM 


| ALSO STARTING AT 


STARTS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 th Lumiere Theatre WNDMARKSSHATTUCK 

l_U Illicit l Med LI <=? RAFAEL FILM CENTER 


at Polk ■ (415) 267-4893 n 



$38 FIRST CUT or $10 off COLOR!! Mention this ad! 


Joey ffeVengoii 



Notorious for Hair 

561 Castro St 
San Francisco 94114 


415 - 513-7260 



THE EDGE JIMMY PAGE JACK WHITE 


“STIRRING...A FASCINATING JOURNEY. 
THE MYSTIQUE OF THE ELECTRIC GUITAR IS 
AS DURABLE AS ANYTHING IN ROCK ’N’ ROLL.” 

-A.0. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES 



a thomas full production directed by davis guggenheim 

IT MIGHT GET LOUD 

from the award winning director of AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH 

S]<g^> BBS WWW.S0NYCLASSICS.COM SSSZJ^SS^. CLASSIi 


SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 

©2009 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC. 


1 LANDMARK'S EMBARCADERO 

1 1 Embarcadero Center, 

1 San Francisco (415) 267-4893 

UA STONESTOWN TWIN 

501 Buckingham Way, 

San Francisco (800) FANDANGO #520 

ALSO PLAYING AT 

LANDMARK'S AQUARIUS 
LANDMARK S SHATTUCK 
CAMERA 12 SAN JOSE 
CINEARTS@PLEASANT HILL 
CENTURY REGENCY 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.ITMIGHTGETL0UDM0VIE.COM I 


“I REALLY LOVED MY ONE AND ONLY... 

ONE OF THE BEST THINGS 
RENEE ZELLWEGER HAS EVER DONE. 

- REX REED, THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 

“A GOOD-NATURED SCREWBALL ROAD FILM. 

A CONTEMPORARY VERSION OF A PRESTON STURGES COMEDY” 



“AN EXCEPTIONALLY 
GOOD COMEDY 
LOADED WITH 
LAUGHS, HEART 
AND WONDERFUL 
PERFORMANCES. 
RENEE IS AT 
HER BEST!” 

- PETE HAMMOND, BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE 

“DON’T DARE 
MISS THIS 

ADORABLE MOVIE!” 

-LIZ SMITH, VARIETY 

a TERRIFIC, 
STAR-STUDDED FILM. 

A PURE DELIGHT!” 

- JEFF CRAIG, SIXTY SECOND PREVIEW 


RENEE ZELLWEGER 


m ONE dONLY 


PG-13 < 


/pp/as raygun www.myoneandonly.com 


«H» Runaway W 

Home Productions FBeeSTYK 


STARTS FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 4 th 


LANDMARK THEATRES 


Embarcadero Center 

One Embarcadero Center • ( 415 ) 267-4893 
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Get Your Movie Times On The Go 

The Guardian goes mobile! Get your movie times on the go for free! 
Text Message SFBG and your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 

o 

& forty three kix o © 


anywhere • any movie • always free* 

www.43kix.com 

*Standard text message rates may apply, consult your wireless plan. 


GUARDIAN 



GUARDIAN INDIE MART/WORKSHOP 

You could check out the 
fascinating new film 


*11^ A FILM BY R.J. CUTLER 

September 

issue 


during its Bay Area run-of-engagement! 


LUSCIOUS, DISHY FUN.' 



-Owen Gleiberman, Entertainment Weekly 

'HIGHLY 
ADDICTIVE!' 

-Andrew O'Hehir, Salon.com 

THIS IS THE 
REAL 
DEVIL 
WEARS 

prada; 

-Krista Smith, Vanity Fair 

^THE A FILM BY R.J. CUTLER 

September 

ISSUE 

FASHION IS A RELIGION. 
THIS ISTHE BIBLE. 


ANNA WINTOUR & THE MAKING OF VOGUE 


|PGT3| PARENTS STRONGLYCAUTIONEDiffiSi 

I FOR BRIEF STRONG 8 LANGUAGE 


fi'Jz I iRdieFilms® 


www.theseptemberissue.com 


Anna Wintour said the following about a public 
figure who cancelled a Vogue cover shoot: 

"The notion that o contemporary woman must look mannish in order to be taken 
seriously os a seeker of power is frankly dismaying. This is Americai, not Soudi Arabia." 

To whom was Ms. Wintour referring? 

Send your answer along with your full name 
and mailing address to promos@sfbg.com 
(subject: SFBG VOGUE) and you'll be 
entered to win a pass good for fwo people! 

Deadline for entries is September 9 at 3pm. Winners picked by 
random drawing of all entries received by deadline and notified 
by mail. Passes are limited and available while supplies last. Each 
pass admits two people. Limit one pass per person/household. 

Run-of-engagement passes received through this promotion do not guarantee admission to the theatre. Seating is on a first come, first served basis and not 
guaranteed. Theatre is open to paying customers. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket 
and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Roadside Attractions, Terry Hines & Associates, SF Bay Guardian, Indie Mart and their affiliates accept no 
responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed 
for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost, delayed 
or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase necessary. NO PHONE CALLS. 


One lucky winner 
will also receive a 
special gift courtesy of 

INDIE MART 

and their new 
brick-and-mortar space, 

WORKSHOP 

(1798 McAllister at Baker) 
More info at www.indie-mart.com. 


IN THEATRES FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11! 



SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN ONLINE 


IT'S YOUR 
GUARDIAN NOW 



STARTS FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 4 


ROXIE THEATER 

3117 16th STREET • 415-863-1087 
WWW.ROXIE.COM 


DAILY: 7 PM, 9PM 
PLUS SAT/SUN MATS: 
2:30 & 4:45 


Aloha, Mr. Hand! Fast Times 
at Ridgemont High plays the 
Castro Fri/4. 


Schedules are for Wed/2-Tues/8 except where 
noted. Director and year are given when available. 
Double and triple features are marked with a -. All 
times are p.m. unless otherwise specified. 

CAFE OF THE DEAD 3208 Grand, Oakl; (510) 931- 
7945. Free. “Independent Filmmakers Screening 
Nite,” Wed, 6:30. 

CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, www. 
castrotheatre.com. $5-10. Inglourious Basterds 
(Tarantino, 2009), through Sept 10, call for times. 
“Midnites for Maniacs: Cocky White Guys Triple 
Feature:” -Risky Business (Brickman, 1983), Fri, 
7:30; Fast Times at Ridgemont High (Heckerling, 
1982), Fri, 9:30; and The Last American Virgin 
(Davidson, 1982), Fri, 11:30. 

CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM CENTER 
1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) 454-1222, 
www.cafilm.org. $6.50-10. The Cove (Monroe, 
2009), call for dates and times. In the Loop 
(lannucci, 2009), call for dates and times. 
Pressure Cooker (Grausman and Becker, 2008), 
call for dates and times. “The Films of My Life: 
Lars Ulrich:” The Five Obstructions (Leth and 
von Trier, 2003), Wed, 7. The Baader Meinhof 
Complex (Edel, 2008), Sept 4-10, call for times. 
Still Walking (Kore-eda, 2008), Sept 4-10, call 
for times. 

“FILM NIGHT IN THE PARK” This week: Creek 
Park, 400 block of Sir Francis Drake, San 
Anselmo; (415) 453-4333, www.filmnight.org. 
$3-6. “Bike movie night,” film TBA, Fri, 8; Bill and 
Ted’s Excellent Aventure (Herek, 1989), Sat, 8; 
Rear Window (Hitchcock, 1954), Sun, 8. 
HUMANIST HALL 390 27th St, Oakl; www.human- 
isthall.org. $5. Out of Balance: ExxonMobile’s 
Impact on Climate Change (2007), Wed, 7:30. 
MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 57 Post, SF; (415) 393- 
0100. $10. “CinemaLit Film Series: The Luck of 
the Irish:” My Left Foot (Sheridan, 1989), Fri, 

6:30. 

PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; 

(510) 642-5249, www.bampfa.berkeley.edu. 
$5.50-9.50. “Tea and Larceny: Classic British 
Crime Films:” Obsession (Dmytryk, 1949), Wed, 7; 
Footsteps in the Fog (Lubin, 1955), Thurs, 6:30; 

I Met a Murderer (Kellino, 1939), Thurs, 8:20; It 
Always Rains on Sunday (Hamer, 1947), Fri, 8:30 
and Sat, 6:30; Night and the City (Dassin, 1950), 
Sat, 8:25; Hell Drivers (Endfield, 1957), Sun, 7. “A 
Theater Near You:” Valentino: The Last Emperor 
(Tymauer, 2008), Fri, 6:30. “Alternative Visions:” 
“Speechless: Recent Experimental Animation,” 
Tues, 7:30. 

RED VIC 1727 Haight, SF; (415) 668-3994. $6-9. 
Moon (Jones, 2008), Wed, 2, 7:15, 9:25. Drag Me 
to Hell (Raimi, 2009), Thurs-Sat, 7:15, 9:25 (also 
Sat, 2, 4). Up (Docter, 2009), Sun-Tues, 7:15,9:20 
(also Sun, 2,4:30). 

ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 863- 
1087, www.roxie.com. $5-10. “Women Make 
Movies:” Mrs. Goundo’s Daughter (Attie and 
Goldwater, 2009), Wed, 7; The Sari Soldiers 
(Bridgham, 2008), Wed, 8:30; Filming Desire 
(Mandy, 2000), Thurs, 7; “Black and White” 
(MacDonald, 2006), Thurs, 7; Who’s Afraid of 
Kathy Acker? (Caspar, 2008), Thurs, 8:30. Bliss 
(Oguz, 2007), Sept 4-10, 7, 9 (also Sat/5-Sun/6, 
2:30, 4:45). sfbg 


FIRST RUN VENUES 

CONT» 


AMC Cinemark Sundance AMC Loews Cinemark 

1000 VAN NESS CINEARTS @ EMPIRE KABUKI CINEMAS METREON 15 CENTURY 20 DALY CITY 

Van Ness / O'Farrell 85 W Portal Ave 1881 Post St at Fillmore 101 4th St Junipero Serra / J Daly Blvd 

888/AMC-4FUN 800/FANDANG0 963# 415/929-4650 800/FAN DAN GO 705# 800/FAN DANGO 905# 

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED 

ALSO NOW PLAYING AT SELECT BAY AREA THEATRES 

MOBILE USERS: For ShowTimes - Text WOODSTOCK with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) 


Emery Bay 6330 Christie, Emeryville. (510) 420- 
0107. 

Oaks 1875 Solano, Berk. (510) 526-1836. 

Orinda 4 Orinda Theater Square, Orinda. (510) 
254-9060. 

Rialto Cinemas Elmwood 2966 College Ave. at 
Ashby, Berk. (510) 433-9730. 

Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
464-5980. 

UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 843- 
1487. SFBG 



CRrTICS' PICK ...BREATHTAKING! 

Beautifully acted, consistently gripping, visually 
intoxicating...a landmark of Turkish cinema." 

_ -Stephen Holden, THENEW YORK TIMES _ 






AN 

EYE-OPENING 

JOURNEY 

ACROSS 

TURKEY 


f WINNER \ 
*12 AWARDS 1 


IN FESTIVALS j 
h WORLDWIDE 4 


from director 
ABDULLAH 
OGUZ 


SUPREMELY 

ENGAGING! 

- NEW YORK MAGAZINE 


TRAILER & MORE at FIRSTRUNFEATURES.COM 



?uR so n,™.!. B£ «4r, 

w Tur luruir vncir tiiwiitc ^ 


★★★★! A CELEBRATION! JOYOUS! 


TAKE THE TRIP TODAY! • IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


THE NEW FILM DIRECTED BY MG LEE 
SCREENPLAY BY JAMES SCHflMUS 

INSPIRED BY Vi TRUE STORY 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 


marketplace 

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

Call (415) 255-7600 | Onlineatwww.sfbg.com/classifieds | Emailclassifieds@sfbg.com 
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 
Office hours are 8:30 - 5:30pm, Monday - Friday 


> automotive 


DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE $1000 Grocery 
Coupons, Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 
Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary Treat¬ 
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax Deduction. Non- 
Runners. 1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN) 
DONATE YOUR CAR: Children’s Cancer Fund! 
Help Save A Child’s Life Through Research 
& Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 

Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-0615. 
(Cal-SCAN) 


> certified 
massage therapy 


Holistic Health 
& Qigong Center 

• Therapeutic or Relaxing Body 
Wash • Hot Stone 
• Thai Style Massage 

• Pain Relief • Deep Tissue 

• Physical Therapy 

• Facial Therapy • Waxing 


311 12th Ave 
415-283-9853 


2438 Taravel St 
415-753-8688 


> religion/ 
spirituality 



> tattoo 


^BODYGUARDS WANTED** 

FREE Training for members. No Experience 
OK. Excellent $$$. Full & 

Part Time. Expenses Paid When you Travel. 
1-615-228-1701 www.psubodyguards.com 
(AAN CAN) 


> computers 


Brand New Laptops & 

Desktops 

Bad Credit, No Credit n No Problem Small 
Weekly Payments - Order Today and get 
FREE Nintendo WII game system! Call Now h 
800-840-5439 (AAN CAN) 


> electronics 


BRAND NEW Laptops & 
Desktops. 

Bad credit, No credit - No Problem. Small 
weekly payments - Order & get FREE 
Nintendo WII system! 1-800-816-2232 
(AAN CAN) 


> misc. marketplace 


GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 

Reach over 5 million young, active, edu¬ 
cated readers for only $995 by advertising 
in 110 weekly newspapers like this one. Call 
Jason at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN) 


> education 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAINING 

Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, loader, 
motor grader, excavator. Job placement 
assistance. Call 888-210-4534. Northern 
California College of Construction, www. 
HEAVY4.com promocode: NCPA1 (Cal-SCAN) 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 

Fast, Affordable & Accredited FREE Bro¬ 
chure. Call NOW! 

1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.conti- 
nentalacademy.com (AAN CAN) 

REAL ESTATE Learn Now! 

ALL WELCOME easy freeway. Signup NOW: 
www.col legeofsa n mateo.ed u (650/574- 
6165). 


> career services 


EMT FREE TRAINING 

plus pay, benefits, vacation, regular raises. 
HS grads ages 17-34. Help others. Gain 
financial security. Call Mon-Fri 1-800-345- 
6289. (Cal-SCAN) 

special messenger 

We are looking for freelance workers. It 
is the perfect job for stay at home moms, 
students, home-makers, retirees or anyone 
that is in need of some extra cash. Earn 
$3,000 monthly! Guaranteed paychecks! No 
Experience Needed! No set up fees, Nothing 
to buy. US residence and basic knowledge 
of PC is required. Contact email: job@ 
westwardfreightusa.com 


> business 
opportunities 

ALL CASH VENDING! 

Be Your Own Boss! Your Own Local Vending 
Route. Includes 25 Machines and Candy for 
$9,995. Multi Vend LLC, 1-888-625-2405. 
(Cal-SCAN) 

Make Good Money 

Want more time and financial freedom? Call 
415-927-1787 greenteam.truewealthathome. 
com. 

OVER 18? AVAILABLE to 
TRAVEL? 

Earn Above Average $$$ with Fun Suc¬ 
cessful Business Group! No Experience 
Necessary. 2wks Paid Training. Lodging, 
Transportation Provided. 1-877-646-5050. 
(Cal-SCAN) 

ADVERTISING 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 140 Cal-SDAN 
newspapers statewide for $1550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! FREE email bro¬ 
chure. Call (916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN. 
com (Cal-SCAN) 

DISTRIBUTOR 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in 240 Cal-SCAN 
newspapers for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. Reach 6 million 
Californians!. FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SCAN.com (Cal- 
SCAN) 

DISTRIBUTOR 

NEWS RELEASE? Cost-efficient service. The 
California Press Release Service has 500 
current daily, weekly and college newspaper 
contacts in California. FREE email brochure. 
Call (916) 288-6010. www.CaliforniaPressRe- 
leaseService.com (Cal-SCAN) 


> employment 
wanted 


Nor Cal Tattoo Supplies 

Open Mon-Sat 8am-10pm. Delivery only! For 
same or next day delivery call: 

415-755-7546 


> business services 


ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS in 111 alterna¬ 
tive newspapers like this one. Over 6 million 
circulation every week for $1200. No adult 
ads. Call Rick at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN) 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS in 111 alterna¬ 
tive newspapers like this one. Over 6 million 
circulation every week for $1200. No adult 
ads. Call Jenn at 415-487-2574. (AAN CAN) 


EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 

Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, Film, 
Fashion. One week class. Stable job in weak 
economy. Details at http://www.AwardMake- 
UpSchool.com 310-364-0665 (AAN CAN) 

> general 
employment 


ATTENTION: 

International Wellness Company Expanding 
ONLINE COMPUTER WORK! Work from any¬ 
where 24/7. Great pay. Will train. Request 
info online: www.KTPGIobal.com or 1-800- 
330-8446. (Cal-SCAN) 


PETROLEUM SUPPLY 

Up to $15,000 BONUS. Keep the Army 
National Guard’s Watercraft, Aircraft, Trucks 
& Tanks rolling! Expand your skills through 
career training. www.NationalGuard.com/ 
Careers or 1-800-Go-Guard. (Cal-SCAN) 

> adoption 


PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? 

Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 866- 
413-6293 (AAN CAN) 


> legal notices 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0321024-00 The following 
person is doing business as OINEILL 
ELECTRIC508 Bayswater Ave., Burlingame, 
CA. 94010. Eoin OfNeill, P.O. Box 117375, 
Burlingame, CA. 94011-7375. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced business under the above- 
listed fictitious business name on the date 
June 30, 2009. Signed Eoin OfNeill. This 
statement was filed by Lena Lee on July 
6, 2009. #35237. August 12, 19, 26 & 
September 2, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0321642-00 The following 
person is doing business as SAMASAMDHI 
CONSULTING-11 Clipper Street, San 
Francisco, CA. 94114. Krishanti Dharmaraj, 
218 Juanita Avenue, Pacifica, CA 93044. 
This business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date July 30, 2009. Signed Krishanti Dhar¬ 
maraj. This statement was filed by Maribel 
Jaldon on July 30, 2009. #35236. August 
12,19, 26 & September 2, 2009 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0321753-00 The following 
person is doing business as FARMER AND 
FARMER LLC376 Hill Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94114. Farmer and Farmer LLC, 376 
Hill Street, San Francisco, CA 94114. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on 
the date 11/05/2008. Signed Farmer and 
Farmer LLC. This statement was filed by 
Jeanette Yu on August 4, 2009. #35250. 
September 2, 9,16, 23, 2009. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0321801-00 The following 
person is doing business as GOLDEN GATE 
CARDIOLOGY2340 Clay Street, Suite 537, 
San Francisco, CA 94115-1932. James 
Mailhot, 60 Manzanita Court, Millbrae, 

CA 94030. Gary F. Milechman, 327 
Deertail Lane, Mill Valley, CA. 94941 Fiona 
Dulbecco, 6Throcmorfon Lane, Mill Valley, 
CA. 94941 Sung W. Choi, 2299 Sacramento 
Street, #3, San Francisco, CA. 94115. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 01-03-2000. Signed James Mailhot. 
This statement was filed by Jeanette Yu on 
August 6, 2009. #35237. August 19, 26, 
September 2, & 9, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0321895-00 The following 
person is doing business as ABOUT- 
FACE, 369 27th ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94131 ABOUT-FACE MEDIA LITERACY INC., 
CALIFORNIA 369 27th ST., SAN FRANCISCO, 
CA 94131 This business is conducted by 
a CORPORATION. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date March 24, 

2009. Signed Jennifer Berger. This state¬ 
ment was filed by Jeanette Yu on August IX 
2009. August 26, September 2, 9 & 16, 
2009 #35001 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0321956-00 The following 
person is doing business as CITY BUILD¬ 
ING SERVICES Nery R. Figueroa 6518 
3rd Street, San Francisco, CA 94124. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on 
the date 08-13-09. Signed Nery Figueroa. 
This statement was filed by Lena Lee on 
August 13, 2009. #35237. August 19, 26, 
September 2, 9, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0321998-00 The following 
person is doing business as FRESH 
LOCAL MUSIC245 Genebern Way, San 
Francisco, CA 94112. Karen B. Segal, 245 
Genebern Way, San Francisco, CA 94112. 
This business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 08/17/2009. Signed Karen B. Segal. 
This statement was filed by Mariedyne L. 
Argente on August 17, 2009. #35245. Au- 
gust 26, September 2, 9, & 16, 2009. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322012-00 The following 
person is doing business as PINEDA PAZ 
MOVING109 Del Monte Ave., South San 
Francisco, CA. 94080. Dany Omar Paz, 

3730 Madera Way, San Bruno, CA 94066. 
This business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 08/17/2009. Signed Dany Omar Paz. 
This statement was filed by Maribel Jaldon 
on August 17, 2009. #35243. August 26, 
September 2, 9, & 16, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322032-00 The following 
person is doing business as MINT, 100 
Larkin Street, San Francisco, CA 94102. 

Mike Nasra, 800 Hacunda Way, Millbrae, CA 
94030. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 08/18/09. Signed Mike 
Nasra. This statement was filed by Jennifer 
Wong on August 18, 2009. #35241. Au- 
gust 26, September 2, 9, & 16, 2009. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322099-00 The following 
person is doing business as VIN AMBAS- 
SADOR257 States Street, San Francisco, 

CA 94114. Classic Wine Tours, Inc. CA , 257 
States Street, San Francisco, CA 94114. 

This business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 08-27-09. Signed Andres Martell. This 
statement was filed by Mariedyne L. Argente 
on August 20, 2009 #35247. September 
2, 9, 16, 23, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322131-00 The following 
person is doing business as HOUSE OF 
COMMONS4107 California Street, #3, San 
Francisco, CA 94118. Joseph Ison, 4107 Cali¬ 
fornia Street #3, San Francisco, CA 94118. 
This business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 08/24/2009. Signed Joseph Ison. This 
statement was filed by Mariedyne L. Argente 
on August 24, 2009. #35244. August 26, 
September 2, 9, & 16, 2009. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322141-00 The following 
person is doing business as JUSTICE 
GRACE VINEYARDS441 A 14th Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94103. Justice Grace Revival, 
LLC, 441A 14th Street, San Francisco, CA 
94103. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 03-17-2005. Signed 
Eric Cohen. This statement was filed by 
Mariedyne L. Argente on August 24, 2009. 
#35249. September 2,9,16,23 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322155-00 The 
following person is doing business asSAN 
FRANCISCO FORENSIC INSTITUTE, 
CHRIS A. FLINTON, 4817 CALDERWOOD 
COURT, OAKLAND, CA 94605 870 MAR 
KET STREET, SUITE 1107, SAN FRANCISCO, 

CA 94102. This business is conducted by 
AN INDIVIDUAL. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 10/01/2008. 
Signed CHARLES A. FLINTON. This state¬ 
ment was filed with the County Clerk of the 
City and County of San Francisco, CA by 
Jeanette Yu on August 24, 2009. Publica¬ 
tion dates: September 2, 9,16 & 23, 
2009. L#35002. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322192-00 The 
following person is doing business as MAID 
PRO1550 Bryant Street, Suite 154, San 
Francisco, CA 94103. AGE ENTERPRISES 
INC. CA. 1550 Bryant Street, Suite 154, 

San Francisco, CA 94103. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced business under the above- 
listed fictitious business name on the date 
04-01-2009. Signed Alton Wong. This state¬ 
ment was filed by Maribel Jaldon on August 
26, 2009 #35248. September 2, 9,16, 
23, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-0322223-00 The following 
person is doing business as SYMPHONIC 
FINISHING335 Hearst Ave. San Francisco, 
CA 94112. Andres Marquez, 335 Hearst Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94112. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Registrant com¬ 
menced business under the above-listed 
fictitious business name on the date 08-27- 
09. Signed Andres Marquez. This statement 
was filed by Lena Lee on August 27, 2009. 
#35246. September 2, 9,16, 23, 2009. 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE¬ 
MENT FILE NO. A-03222232-00 The 
following person is doing business as ART 
DEBUTANT 83 McAllister Street, Apt. 108. 
San Francisco, CA 94102. Natalia M. Rivera, 
83 McAllister Street, Apt. 108. San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94102. This business is conducted 
by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 08/26/2009. 
Signed Natalia Rivera. This statement was 
filed by Magdalena Zevallos on August 27, 
2009. #35251. September 2, 9,16, & 
23, 2009. 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CHANGE 
IN OWNERSHIP OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER¬ 
AGE LICENSE. Date of Filing Application: 
August 12, 2009. To Whom It May Concern: 
The name of the applicant is: Wu Zhi 
Quan. The applicant listed above is apply¬ 
ing to The Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic beverages at: 2346 
Lombard Street, San Francisco, CA 94123- 
2602. Type of License Applied for: 41- ON- 
SALE BEER AND WINE - EATING PLACE 
Publication date: August 26, September 2, 

9, & 16, 2009. L#35238. 
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 

Call (415) 255-7600 | Onlineatwww.sfbg.com/classifieds | Emailclassifieds@sfbg.com 
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 
Office hours are 8:30 - 5:30pm, Monday - Friday 


SUMMONS (Citacion Judicial) CASE 
NUM: (numero Del Caso): CGC-09- 
484397, NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS:(Aviso 
Al Demandado): Pabloe Isarrualde and 
DOES 1 through 20, inclusive. YOU 
ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:(Lo Esta 
Demandando El Demandante): CHARUN 
KIETBUMRUNGKUL 

You have 30 calendar days after this sum¬ 
mons and legal papers are served on you 
to file a written response at this court and 
have a copy served on the Plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect you. Your writ¬ 
ten response must be in proper legal form if 
you want the court to hear your case. There 
may be a court form that you can use for 
your response. You can find court forms and 
more information at the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo. 
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or 
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot 
pay the filing fee, ask the court for a fee 
waiver form. If you do not file on time, you 
may lose the case by default, and your 
wages, money and property may be taken 
without further warning from the court. 

There are other legal requirements. You may 
want to call an attorney right away. If you do 
not know an attorney, you may want to call 
an attorney referral service. If you cannot 
afford and attorney, you may be eligible for 
free legal services from a nonprofit legal 
services program. You can locate these 
nonprofit groups at the California Legal 
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia. 
org), The California Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or 
by contacting your local court or county bar 
association. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de 
que le entreguen esta citacion y papeles 
legales para presentar una respuesta por 
escrito en esta corte y hacer que se ent- 
regue una copia al demendante. Una carta 
o una ilamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su 
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en for- 
mato legal correcto si desea que procesen 
su caso en la corte. Es posible que haya 
un formulario que usted pueda usar para 
su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formu- 
larios de la corte y mas infomacion en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California 
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/), 
en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado 
o en la corte que le quede mas cerca. Si 
no puede pagar la cuota de presentacion, 
pida ai secretario de la corte que le de un 
formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. 

Si no presenta su repuesta a tiempo, puede 
perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corte 
le podra quitar su sueido, dinero y bienes 
sin mas advertencia. 

Flay otros requisitos legales. Es recommend- 
able que ilame a un abogado immediata- 
mente. Si no conoce a un abogado, puede 
ilamar a un servicio de remision a aboga- 
dos. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es 
posible que cumpla con los requisitos para 
obtener servicios legales gratuitos de un 
programa de servicios legales sin fines de 
lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin 
fines de lucro en el sitio web de California 
Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia. 
org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de 
Ca Iiforn ia, (www.cou rti nfo.ca.gov/seIfheIp/ 
espanol/), o poniendose en contacto con la 
corte o el colegio de abogados locales. 

The name and address of this court is: (El 
nombre y direccion de la corte es): 

Superior Court, San Francisco; 400 
McAllister St., San Francisco, CA 
94102 

The name, address, and telephone number 
of plaintifffs attorney, or plaintiff without 
an attorney, is: (El nombre, la direccion 
y el numero de telefone del abogado del 
demandante, o del demandnate que no 
tiene abogado, es): 

Plaintiffis Attorney: JONATHAN L. 
PIPER 870 MARKET STREET, SUITE 
945, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102; tel 
415-362-6286 

Date: (Fecha):July 10, 2009. Gordon Park 
,Clerk, by (Secretario), Katherine Feinstein, 
Judge of the Superior County (Adjunto) (For 
proof of service of this summons, use Proof 
of Service of Summons, (POS-OIO)). (Para 
prueba de entrega de esta citation use el 
formulario Proof of Service of Summons, 
(POS-1010)). 

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are 
served as an individual defendant. August 
26, September 2, 9, & 16, 2009 
L#35240 


ORDER FOR PUBLICATION OF SUMMONS. 
CASE NUMBER FDI-08-768129 NOTICE 
TO RESPONDENT (Aviso Al Demandado): 
KHULAN TSENDSUREN. THE PETITIONER’S 
NAME IS (El nombre del demandte es): 

GARY PUNIKVERSKY. 

Upon reading and filing the evidence 
consisting of a declaration as provided 
in Section 415.50 CCP by Petitioner Gary 
Punikversky, and it satisfactorily appearing 
therefrom that the Respondent Khulan 
Tsendsuren, cannot be served with reason¬ 
able diligence in any other manner specified 
in Article 3, Chapter 4, Title 5 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, and it also appearing from 
the verified complaint or petition that a good 
cause of action exists in this action in favor 
of the Petitioner, therein and against the 
Respondent, and that the said Respondent 
Khulan Tsendsuren, is a necessary and 
proper party to the action. 

NOW, on motion of Gary Punikversky. Pro 
Per or Attorney (s) for the, Petitioner, IT IS 
ORDERED that the service of said sum¬ 
mons in this action be made upon said 
Respondent by publication thereof in to be 
determined by the Petitioner a newspaper 
of general circulation published at to be 
determined by Petitioner. California, hereby 
designated as the newspaper most likely 
to give notice to said Respondent; that said 
publication be made at least once a week 
for four successive weeks. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of said 
summons or citation and of said complaint 
or petition in this action be forthwith depos¬ 
ited in the United States Post Office, post¬ 
paid, directed to said Respondent, if his/her 
address is ascertained before expiration 
of the time prescribed for the publication 
of this summons and a declaration of this 
mailing or the fact that the address was not 
ascertained be filed at the expiration of the 
time prescribed for the publication. 

On the fourth week of publication, 28 days 
after the first publication is made, the Court 
shall acquire jurisdiction over said Respon¬ 
dent. The name and address of the court is 
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es): SU¬ 
PERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO, 400 MCALLISTER STREET, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102. The address, 
and telephone number of petitioner’s 
attorney, or petitioner without an attorney, 
is (El nombre, la direccion y el numero de 
telefono del abogado del demandante, o 
del demandante que no tiene abogado, 
es): Gary Punikversky. Confidential Address. 
Endorsed FILED San Francisco County Su¬ 
perior Court on August 10, 2009 by Gordon 
Park-Li, Clerk August 26, September 2, 

9, 16, 2009. L # 35242 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME CASE NUMBER: CNC-09- 
545956. SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, 400 McAllister 
St. San Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION OF 
Beverly Langer for change of name. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Beverly 
Langer filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: Present 
Name: Beverly Langer Guldin. Proposed 
Name: BEVERLY LANGER . THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if 
any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: October 6, 2009. Time: 9:00 AM 
Room - 218. Signed by James J McBride, 
Presiding Judge on May 15, 2009. Endorsed 
Filed, San Francisco County Superior Court 
of California on May 15, 2009 by Gordon 
Park-Li, Clerk. Publication date(s): Au¬ 
gust 19, 26, September 2, & 9, 2009. 
L#35238. 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CHANGE 
IN OWNERSHIP OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER¬ 
AGE LICENSE. Date of Filing Application: 
August 4, 2009. To Whom It May Concern: 
The name of the applicant is: TEERUT 
BOONSOMBUTI & PAIRACH PILAIKIAT. 
The applicant listed above is applying to The 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to 
sell alcoholic beverages at: 2274 Lombard 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94123-2704. Type 
of License Applied for: 41- ON-SALE BEER 
AND WINE - EATING PLACE. Publication 
date: September 2, 2009. L#35234. 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CHANGE 
IN OWNERSHIP OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER¬ 
AGE LICENSE. Date of Filing Application: 
August 27, 2009. To Whom It May Concern: 
The name of the applicant is:BETTY D 
HALE INC The applicant listed above is 
applying to The Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control to sell alcoholic beverages 
at: 1787 UNION ST., San Francisco, CA 
94123-4427. Type of License Applied for: 

47- ON-SALE GENERAL EATING PLACE. 
Publication date: September 2, 2009 
L#35001 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME CASE NUMBER: CNC-09-546219. 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY 
OF SAN FRANCISCO, 400 McAllister St. Rm. 
103, San Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION 
OF Liu, Qiu Cen for change of name. TO 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Liu, 
Qiu Cen filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names as follows: 
Present Name: LIU, QIU CEN. Proposed 
Name: CATHERINE QIU CEN SHUM. THE 
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear before this court 
at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. NOTICE OF 
HEARING Date: November 3, 2009. Time: 
9:00 AM Room - 218. Signed by James J 
McBride, Presiding Judge on August 20, 
2009. Endorsed Filed, San Francisco County 
Superior Court of California on August 20, 
2009 by Gordon Park-Li, Clerk. Publication 
date(s): August 26, September 2, 9, & 
16 2009. L#35239. 


> real estate for sale 


20 ACRE RANCH 
FORECLOSURES 

Near Booming El Paso, Texas. Was $16,900. 
Now $11,350!! $0 Down. Take over pay¬ 
ments $169/month! Owner Financing. Free 
Pictures. 1-800-343-9444. (Cal-SCAN) 

For Sale/Lease - 200 Farallone Ave/13th 
Street(Montara) Brand new Custom Beach 
Style Home located in Montara on the San 
Mateo Coast. Three Bedrooms, three baths. 
Mudroom, cat 5 wiring- Slated floors with 
Radiant Heating-Decks throughout home 
with views of the Pacific ocean. All Steel 
Thermador Appliances with custom cabinets 
and granite countertops-two car garage. 
Asking price is $1095,000.00 or for rental 
at $3600 per month. Call agent/developer 
Tom Carey at 650.208.8349 

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 

Northern California. 250+ Homes Must Be 
Sold! REDC/ Free Brochure. www.Auction. 
com RE Broker 01093886. (Cal-SCAN) 

LAND FORECLOSURE 

40 Acres $29,900 SOUTHERN COLORADO 
Warranty Deed, Survey. Rocky Mtn. views, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. CALL TODAY! 1-866-696- 
5263x5338. (Cal-SCAN) 


UNPRECEDENTED MONTANA 
LAND OFFERINGS 

20AC w/ Road, Utilities, Gorgeous Views- 
$29-49,900 160-1000 acres starting at 
Under $1000/ Acre Beautiful treed ridges, 
mtn. views, ponds, the best elk & deer ter¬ 
ritories in Montana! Over 100 properties ALL 
OFFERS CONSIDERED See pictures at www. 
WesternSkiesLand.com Or call for a guided 
tour 888-361-3006. (Cal-SCAN) 


> rental housing 


ALL AREAS - HOUSES FOR RENT. Browse 
thousands of rental listings with photos 
and maps. Advertise your rental home for 
FREE! Visit: http://www.RealRentals.com 
(AAN CAN) 

Live Work Spaces 

FORD STREET $1900 rent + cam, approx 
1900 sq. ft. Please call (510) 536-0807 for 
a tour. Near Fruitvale Bart. 

Live Work Spaces 

47TH AVENUE. Newly remodeled Artist 

Live/Work Studio (s) available. 

$1550 rent + cam, approx. 1600 sq. ft. 
$1500 rent + cam, approx. 1600 sq.ft. 
$1425 rent + cam, approx. 1350 sq. ft. 
$1900 rent + cam, approx. 1850sq.ft. 
Call Erica @ (415) 244-8582 for tour. Near 
Fruitvale Bart. 


> travel services 


+ LATIIFAMERICA* 

We are...Numero Uno to Latin America! 

Now celebrating our 10th anniversary 

STUDENT FARES AVAILABLE! 


BOGOTA. 

.304 

COSTA RICA. 

.285 

BUENOS AIRES. 

.494 

GUATEMALA. 

.285 

CARACAS. 

.629 

HONDURAS. 

.312 

LA PAZ BOLIVIA. 

.520 

NICARAGUA. 

.265 

MONTEVIDEO. 

.494 

PANAMA. 

.285 

RIO. 

.580 

GUADALAJARA. 

.139 

SANTIAGO. 

.725 

MEXICO CITY. 

.348 

BELIZE. 

.298 

OAXACA. 

.498 


Current Roundtrip fares 
subject to change. Tax 
and fuel charge is extra, 
restrictions apply. 


w^sm 



415-703-9955 www.americastravel.net 

348 HAYES ST, S.F. CST-2064111 -40 


> rental services 


ALL AREAS - RENTMATES.COM. Browse 
hundreds of online listings with photos and 
maps. Find your roommate with a click of 
the mouse! Visit: http://www.Rentmates. 
com. (AAN CAN) 


> storage space 


STORAGE $50/M0NTH! 

2015 Mckinnon Ave. @ Toland, SF. 
Family owned since 1949. 

(415) 826-5607. KennedyStorage.com 


> rehearsal space 


Rocker Rehearsal 

60 New Studios! 24 Hour Lockout. Safe. Af¬ 
fordable. Onsite security. Two SF Locations. 

(415) 518-3357 


1 


MS 

Hiahnit International Standards 

Why Pciy 
More? 

Travel Smart with H.I.S. 

TOKYO 

from $405.00 

LONDON 

from $520.00 

HONG KONG 

from $554.00 

SHANGHAI 

from $580.00 

BANGKOK 

from $550.00 

SINGAPORE 

from $582.00 

BUSINESS CLASS TO 

TOKYO 

from $3200.00 


*AII prices are subject to change without notice and do not include tax and fuel surcharge. 
Please ask our agents for other restrictions. 

1 - 800 - 573-6447 

CS TL. #201 2200-40 

870 Market St., Ste. 746, SF 94102 


BAY 

GUARDIAN 


PET OF THE WEEK 


Thomas (A5705372) 


Thomas is a handsome, outgoing party starter of a kitty who loves playtime and 
laps with equal enthusiasm. Despite a heart condition, currently controlled with 
medication, this 10 year old boy has energy galore and loves to be the center of 
attention-he adores people and would prefer to be your only cat. 

When you adopt ADULT CATS from The San Francisco SPCA, you’ll get all the 
awesome goodies that come with pets from The San Francisco SPCA: Free First Veterinarian 
Examination, 30 days of ShelterCare Pet Health insurance coverage, 20% off SF/SPCA 
Hospital Services for the first 30 days after adoption, Pre-Adoption 
Behavior and Medical Evaluation, Microchip. Spay/Neuter Surgery, up-to-date vaccinations. All 
this and an absolutely fabulous cat! Special fees right now: Mature cats (6 years and 
older), Waived adoption fees; Adult cats (1- 5 years), $35; youngsters (6 months-1 
year), $80; kittens (under 6 months), $100. Meet all our fabulous felines at www.sfspca.org, 
or visit them in person at Maddie’s Adoption Center, 250 Florida Street; open daily 11 AM-6PM 
(except Wednesday, 1-6PM). Plenty of free parking available. 415.522.3500. 

The San Francisco SPCA, 2500 16th Street, 

SF; CA 94103 • 415-554-5000 www.sfspca.org SPCA 
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sensual massage 


> sensual massage 


#1 Sensual Massage 

Enjoy a erotic massage by a very sexy lady! 
36B, 28, 36. 5’4” 120 lbs. Mid-thrities. Blue 
eyes. In/out call Stacie (415) 370-2470 

AAA Massage 

Grand Opening Special 

only $40/hr or $70/2 hr. Young, pretty 
therapist. Relaxation & stress relief, sensual 
aromatherapy, acupressure & deep tissue. 

In SF Chinatown. 

Call for apt 

*82-415-265-8961 



• Asian 
Full Body 
Massage 
Foot Massage 
Thai Herbal 
Compression 

$10 off/hr 

with this ad 


Grand Opening ; 


1104 Lincoln Ave. Suite 1 
San Rafael • 415-485-5090 



Evergreen Spa 

Relaxation S fTla$$a$e 

with beautiful 
Qirls 


811 

UNIVERISTY 

AOT, 

BERKELEY 

loam-iipm 

510-666-9091 


Good Fortune Spa 



1241 Alamo Drive #3 
Vacaville Ca. 95687 
707-455-8990 


Totally Relaxing 
Jasmine Spa & Massage 



3085 24th St. Suite 203 @ Folsom 
SF ♦ 7 days a week ♦ llam-9pm 
415-550-8738 


www.jasminebeautyspa.com 


PRIVATE WHIRLPOOL BATHS^ 
STEAM BATHS. 

tF&i T/lm 
& 


BATHS^^ 

R 


451 O’Farrell St., SF 94102 


;.,£f 


yi 


Open 10 a.m.-4 a.m. ^ 
7 days/week 

Incall/Outcall 

( 415 ) 928-9786 
( 415 ) 885-6950 


9 


Erotic Freedom 

allows your body to bring you joy 
and pleasure. Let my skilled hands 
and heart guide you through sensual bliss. 
Carmen, Sexologist Ed.D.(415)613-2964 
www.Sacredcarmen.com 

GFE Sweetheart 

marin incall/SF Hotel out call 
(415) 331-6775. 

Indulge Yourself 

With the best massage in the East Bay! 
Swedish, deep tissue and acupressure. 

Irina (510) 209-5422 

NEW GIRL IN TOWN! 

Hot, Sexy, Sensual Masseuse, offers 
INCALL &0UTCALL. 

Therapeutic Swedish & DeepTissue,& Erotic 
Light Fingertip Massage. Professional table 
& BEST RATES. Photo on request, 
call Chelle (415) 806-0382 

Oasis Spa 
(510-665-8088) 

$50 Hr,$35 Half Hr 
1960 San Pablo Ave 
Berkeley CA, 94702 
Cross: University Ave 

Sensual Massage: 

Enjoy a good massage from Debbie. 
8am-9pm In-Call & Out Call Avail. 
650-756-6114 

Specializing in you. 

Come experience the Ladybug 
ten finger ten toe body massage. 
510-712-5864 





Oriental Ma ssage 

GRAND 0PENINg|!| 

-Nice Rooms 
-Asian Girls 
-Shower Room 
-Free Parking 

$10 OFF 
with coupon m 

Half Price 
on Sundays 

Open 7 days a>week 
9:30am-10pm 



Honest sex advice, from an expert, in 
alt.sex.column. Every week in the Bay Guardian. 


GUARDIAN 



Ocean Acupressure 

Deep Tissue, 
Acupressure & 
Massage Therapy 

GRAND 
OPENING 

$40 massage 
with this ad! 

415-239-8928 

1959 Ocean Ave. - SF 


Ocean Health Care 


Pretty Asian 
Masseuses 
Non-rush 
Massage Session 

Anniversary Special 
$45 HR 

Open 7 days a week, 
11am-11pm. 

(415)576-1888 


Downtown Financial District 
260 Kearny Street 2nd Floor 
(Cross street: Bush) 
www.lovings.com/ocean-health-care 



OCEAN SPA 

MASSAGE 



Korean & 
Japanese 
Professional 
Massage 
Thearapists 
lOam-lOpm 


1113 2nd St. San Rafael, CA 
415-457-7666 



MoonliyAt 

T/ietotpy, 


* Deqti TiAAm. Body Qh/mymo, Sauna 

• Sxpjenimwd Thai MaAAmm, 

■ Non-RuA/i, Cfem, Pith/afe 

SPECIAL HO OFF WITH AD 

805 V STREET, SAN RAFAEL 

( 415 ) 453-2245 

FREE PARKING BEHIND BUILDING 
OPEN 7 DAYS, 9AM - UPM 



Come find out whjt's behind the Oraen Door, 

or w wilt h.jppi/y come to you.. 

In call 

Out call 

Mass^e 

Massage 

441 Stockton St 

Hotel/Resi4ence 

415-397-4181 

415-424-1170 


SvQ- 


co’rt' 



Come for the best in relation. 
931 Kearny 415-399-9902 
fill credit cards accepted 


Orchid Spa 

a Asian 
Massage 
with Jaccu 


*9 


Asian 
Massage 
with Jaccuzi 

BODY SHAMPOO 
PBETTY 
ASIAN GIOLS 

2232 4th Street, 
San Oafael 


(415) 458-1664 


256 Sutter St. 7th Floor 

Union Square 415-398-2328 


245 Clement St. 2nd Floor 
Richmond District 415-876-2328 



20% off 
with 


2829 BRIDGEWAY #107 
SAUSALITO, CA 94985 

415.332.2025 


QUEENS HEALTH CENTER 


Lri J ^ it -fiy 
f?)T[7)rorenn 



Open 7 days a week 11 am-11 pm 
We offer any style massage 
$5.00 discount for V.I.P. room 
325 Kearny St, 2nd Floor (@Bush) 

415-788-2299 


ass n Rose Massage 
415 - 457-1001 



The most 
sexy, 
beautiful 
Asian girls. 
Relaxing 
Deep Tissue 


Open 7 days, lOam-llpm 
1006 Tamalpais Avenue, San Rafael 


^UNA StoT 

^ Oriental ^ 

MASSAGE 


• Private Bath 

• Jacuzzi , Sauna 

• Profeddional 
Ma,t,teu,ie,t 

• Body Waoh 
with beautiful 
girl 


866 Sutter St. San Francisco 
Between Leavenworth & Jones 


VIP MASSAGI 

$10 off with ad 



<41 5) 563-6846 
(41 5) 828-3847 

New Service: Incall / Outcall 

OPEN 7AM - 4AM 


H & B Grand Opening 


• Massage-Deep Tissue 

• Reduce Stress 

9 Relaxation Steam 

• Clean & New 
Environment 

Open: 10 am-10 pm $45/hr 



NEW STAFF 
NEW MANAGEMENT 

TABLE SHOWER 
ASIAN STAFF 
BODY SHAMPOO 

2041 UNIVERSITY AVE BERKELEY 
parking in 


4115B Judah St @ 46th Ave., SF 
Tel. 415-681 -9809 



Golden Gate 
Massage 




•^Jacuzzi 
■^Body Wash 
■^Private 

4* Beautiful 
Girls 


1912 Lombard St. 
(415) 441-5884 
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escorts 


TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 




> escorts 


ADRiANA 

SEXY, HOT, YOUNG LATiNA. 

*82(415) 684-5279 

Blonde Bombshell Christina 

All natural, 100% Real Woman! 

5’9” 36DD-31-34 
Full service massage 
si hablo espanol 
415-375-2974 

Dominican Dancer! 

Call me for great SPECIALS & time well 
spent! Jessica (415) 299-0829 


Blonde Bombshell 

Christina 


si hablo espanol 
5’9” 36DD, 31, 34 

/ P* > 



w 


actual photo 


/ all natural, 
100% Real Woman 


Full srv, massage 
Incall Emeryville/ Outcall 
all areas 

Classy and discreet - 24 hrs 

415 - 375-2974 



DULCE ViDA 

EXOTiC BAY AREA 
PERUVIAN/JAPANESE 
PRiNCESS. 




NO BLOCKED CALLS 
OUTCALL ONLY 24/7 

* 82 ( 415 ) 684-5279 


> fetish & fantasy 


FANTASY 
MAKERS 
( 510 ) 234-7887 

B&D, Modeling, Wrestling, TV, Role-play, 

All Fetishes. Real People. Discreet private 
home. No Sex. 

www.fantasymakers.com 

HOT DONNA-T.V. 

Sexy Blond Cross-dresser. Slender 26 y/o 

white transvestite. In/Outcalls 

Call Donna at (415) 346-1446_ 

> help wanted 


Shiny Boots of Leather 

Mistresses/ Female subs needed on the 
Peninsula. Good money, NO SEX, will train. 

(650) 465-0700 


get lucky 

sfbg.com/classifieds 

GUARDIAN 



> transsexual 


*j Starving men, I am 100% 



get 

a 

date 


sfbg.com/classifieds 

GUARDIAN: 



510 - 9 & 7-6055 


100 % REAL Ptc. 


Tscarme 


POST OP 
SEX k 
CHANGE 


THE 


BEST 

IS 

BACK! 


UPSCALE LOCATION 

( 415 ) 678-8228 






www.TheEroticReview.com_escort reviews site reviews discussion boards live chat service guides video chat 
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ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


gay adult/adult 



Ooh, hard 


By Andrea Nemerson 

andrea@mail.altsexcolumn. 

com 

Andrea is on vacation. 

This column originally ran 

5/21/08. 

Dear Andrea: 

I’m confused. Are there any 
guys out there who aren’t 
at the extremes as far as 
sex goes? My ex-boyfriend 
was completely obsessed. 

He was so obsessed with 
sex, everything was sexual. 
If I said it was raining out. 
He’d say “oooh sounds ... 
wet.” If I said something 
was hard (difficult) he’d 
say “ooh, hard!” It was like 
that with everything! He 
was not some 20-year-old 
kid, either. He was 48! 

Then I fell in love with his 
polar opposite. We’ve been 
together a couple years and 
our sex life has gone down¬ 
hill rapidly, from two or 
three times a week to maybe 
once every three months. 

I really love this guy and I 
want to marry him. I just 
need to figure out how to 
find a happy medium. 

Love, 

Opposite Day 

Dear Day: 

The first guy sounds 
unbearable. I’m surprised 
you stuck it out with him 
as long (ooooh, long) as you 
did. It must have been hard 
to ... I mean you had to have 
been open to ... I mean on 
top of— oh, never mind. It 
must have been like living 
with Michael Scott with a 
few drinks in him: “That’s 
what she said!” Awful. You 
have my sympathy. 

The new guy is a harder 
nut (oh, shut up) to crack. I 
don’t think it’s abnormal to 
experience a drop-off after 
a few years, particularly, but 
four times a year is pretty 
slim pickings. As a mere 
stripling of 31,1 would be 
very cautious, in your place, 
about signing any long-term 
contracts under those condi¬ 
tions. At the very least you 


ought to know what’s going 
on with him (and with your 
relationship) before you 
agree to marry someone 
who frankly isn’t going to 
satisfy you. It would be a 
different story if you were 
saying “We only do it every 
three months and we’re both 
happy with that.” Then I’d 
dance at your wedding. The 
way you’re talking about 
it, though, I’d feel more 
like I was dancing on your 
marriage’s grave. 

You’ll have to have 
one of those sit- 
downs nobody 
wants but nearly 
everybody needs. 

You’re going to have to 
have one of those sit-downs 
that nobody wants but near¬ 
ly everybody needs at some 
point. This is no time to ask 
him what’s wrong with him 
or to suggest that maybe 
he’s just not man enough 
for you, not if you actually 
like him, anyway. It is time 
to find out what’s going on 
with him all those times 
you initiate and you “get 
nowhere.” Is it possible he’s 
missing your cues? Is there 
a better time or a better 
approach? A different act? If 
the answer is no, no, no, and 
no, and this is just who he 
is — a guy who’s interested 
in sex four times a year and 
anything extra just seems 
unnecessary or unappealing 
— then you’re going to have 
to figure out if there’s some 
way you can get your itches 
scratched. You’re going to 
have to find out, is all. I 
don’t care if it’s hard. And 
that’s not what she said, or 
so I hear. 

Love, 

Andrea 

See Andreas other column at 
carnalnation. com. 


> gay sensual 
massage 


Dark Hair, Hairy Guy 

Erotic relaxing full body massage done in 
the nude by a handsome, hairy chested 
32yo. Outcalls only, late night OK. Straight/ 

Bi welcome. (510) 912-8812. 

MALE MASSAGE 4 
STR8 , BI, & GAY MEN. 

CMT (415)775-477124 hrs 

Swedish, shiatsu, deep tissue, very discreet. 

HOT Young Asian 

Sensual Erotic Nude Massage and MORE Out- 
call ONLY Hotels/ Downtown (415)515-7287. 

THE CLASSIC SENSUAL 
EROTIC MASSAGE 

Skilled, Buff, CMT. Table~work with unscent¬ 
ed oil in a private, comfortable studio. 
24/7.415-203-7027._ 

Perfect Massage 4 

Married/STR8/BI/Gay 

men! 

Y B Disappointed? Lean muscled, PRO CMT 

Superior Studio: In calls ONLY 

Discrete & Professional. Shower available! 

60min/100.00 75min/120.00 

90min/140.00 

415.9021080 


> man to man 


Bi - Black & Masculine 

First Timers Welcome. Very discreet, friendly, 
clean and well-endowed! In/Out calls. 

Cedric, (510) 776-5945_ 

Fireside 

Massage 

Unique, unhurried Swedish massage for 
men. 12 yrs. exp. 4-hand massage avail. 
California & Divisadero SF California 
Johnny (415) 505-3060._ 

> adult phone 
dating 


***Good Girls & Naughty Chat*** 

Try FREE w/ code 3804 
Call 415-402-1000 
or 800-700-6666 
RedFlotDateline.com 

HOTTEST SPANISH CHATLINE 

TRY FREE w/ code 2909 
Call 415-430-0505 
or 800-831-1111 
www.fonochatlatino.com 

> adult phone 
(sex) 


Hot Friends with GREAT 
Benefits! 

TRY FREE w/ code 3797 
Call 415-430-1000 
or 800-210-1010 
www.livelinks.com 


THE HOTTEST 

LOCAL SINGLES ! 

' CALL NOW! ' 

415 - 992-5764 

SAN MATEO 650-288-4200 SANTA ROSA 707-206-6490 
OAKLAND 510-379-5739 PLEASANTON 925-271-5590 
SAN JOSE 408-512-3299 SANTA CRU2 831-706-4470 

l FREE TO TRY* J 


Collect Call Billing! 
B 1-866-607-5282. 


18+ ‘Charges may apply to certain features 


JML lavalife* 

VOICE 



* 

Meet hot Latino singles NOW! 


Other Cities: 1.800.831.1111 • Ahoraen Espahol 

Tfyi "° f I? EE fonochst 



TRY FOR FREE 


CODE 4643 


415.430.1000 

415.799.1000, 650.223.2999, 
415.419.2099 

More Local Numbers: 1.800.210.1010 


1.900.505.6789 99<t/min, 
livelinks.com 18+ 


CHATLINE 



SAN FRANCISCO'S 


SINGLES! 


Collect Call Billing! 1-866-607-5282 
1 -900 Pricing Options! 1 -900-622-1100 

Dial #CLICK (#25425) 

79<t/min. Sprint, Boost, AT&T 


ava I ife'VOICE 


CALL NOW! SAN FRANCISCO 



SFBG.COM/ADULT 51 
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Medical Marijuana Evaluations 

Professional, Affordable and Compassionate 
Physicians. Bay Area Housecalls Available. 

holisticinstituteofgreaterhealth.com 

415 637 7487 


ABC BARTENDING SCHOOL 

Bartenders are in demand! Fun Jobs! 

Earn $25-$40/hr $179 Summer tuition ends soon! 
Job Placement #1 Priority. 

1-888-901-TIPS, www.abcbartending.com 


BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY 

CALL DEAN L. WOERNER 415-550-8799 
WWW.SANFRANBK.COM 


STORAGE $50/M0NTH! 

2015 McKinnon, San Francisco 5 x 7.5 x 7. 
Self-storage. We offer pick up. 

(415) 826-5607 KennedyStorage.com 


HAIR MODELS NEEDED! 

Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 

Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com. 

Considering Bankruptcy? 

Contact Law Office of Heather A. Cutler 
www.Hcutlerlaw.com _ 

WWW.CEOINCOMETODAY.COM 

888-736-7622. Serious Only. 


PAINCONTROLMEDS.COM 415-366-7177 

Medical Management of Chronic Pain. Vicodin, etc. 

Medicinal Marijuana Prescription. Viagra, Cialis, etc. 

Medical Marijuana 
Evaluations 

Compassionate Health Options 
Professional, Affordable, & Trusted 

Call 415-255-1200 
www.Green215.com 

Custom portraits and paintings. 

www.jasoncarnold.com_ 

KEEP YOUR BEER NEAR! 

Custom handmade leather beer holsters. 

Be the envy of party goers everywhere! 
www.brewholstercult.com 


Nor Cal Tattoo Supplies 

Open Mon-Sat 8am-10pm. 

Delivery only! 415-755-7546 

Live Work Spaces 

FORD STREET $1,900 (rent) + $85 (CAM), 

1,900 sq. ft. One-month’s rent free 

Call (510) 536-0807 for a tour_ 

Check out the hottest local stand up comedy 
at www.punchlinecomedyclub.com? 

sfcocktails.com 

For Sale/Lease Custom Beach Style Home 
- Montara! Call agent/developer Tom Carey at 
650.208.8349 

Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by 
everybody, I think that is a much greater hunger, 
a much greater poverty than the person who has 
nothing to eat. - Mother Theresa 




Fancy 

Panties 


Made in 
USA 


Eliana wears new matching 
Diamond Grid Bra and Panties. 
Shop our latest intimates 
styles in stores and online. 


Retail Locations: 

San Francisco—Union Square 
San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph Men’s 
Berkeley—Telegraph Women’s 
Burlingame—Downtown 
Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto—University Ave 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 


American Apparel 8 


Made in Downtown LA—Sweatshop Free 
www.americanapparel.net 


USE METH? 

PAID STUDY FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN! 


BUMP is a study being con¬ 
ducted by the San Francisco 
Department of PublicHealth 
for individuals who use meth 
If you qualify, you’ll receive 
$10-35 per visit. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

PLEASE GALL 
415554-9013 

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE, 
WWW.SFBUMP.COM 




Mobile Delivery Service 
( 415 ] 424-8754 

WE DELIVER TO HOME OR OFFICE 
Clinic Hours 10PM to 7PM 

21112th St. (Cross St. Howard St.| 


■BIB Off t 

1/SKths and up!* 


For registration info call: ( 415 ] 861-1000 . 
email:emmalyn’sccc@yahoo.com 



IT’S “BEATLES DAY’’ AT AMOEBA! 
WEDNESDAY 9/09/09 


Celebrate the release of the remastered Beatles catalog! 
Djs^Livejfusic - Trivia - Giveaways - Beatles Look-Alike Contest! 

Visit Amoeba.com ior the full schedule of events! 



WHY WALK? 


It’s so much mare 



CRUZSKATESHOP 

ROLLER SKATES fc SKATEBOARDS 


3165 Mission Street Suite #101 
San Fran cis to, CA 34110 (© Precita) 
415-2S5-8033 / open 7 iip a we eft 
Shop online: www.cruzskateslisp.com 



2009 


Contact your account executive or call 
415 - 255-3100 to be included! 


GUARDIAN 

SFBG COM 


PHOTOS: Jeffery Cross, Riley Manlapaz, 
Spencer Hansen, Arlene Romana,Tracy Bugn 


HYDROPONIC & ORGANIC 
GARDEN SUPPLY 

WE MATCH 
PRICES! 

• Bloombastic 

• Fresh Humtea 

• Magnum Reflectors 

• Mountain Air Filters 

• One stop shop 

corner of 44th and Taraval • 7 days a week, 11am - 8pm 

415-731-2115 3401 Taraval www.gyosf.com 
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